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The announcement this week that the everyday motorist 
was yet again going to have to suffer because another 
government had lost its way in world economics, will not, 
we hope, create the mild hysteria and panic among the 
motor sport fraternity that it did last year. 

Last year the situation was something very new to motor 
sport, and it was caused by what we were told was a 
calculated withholding of oil stocks, therefore making petrol 
scarce. This year the oil and petrol are there as before, but 
the country cannot now afford to buy it, therefore we have 
got to conserve the fuel. 

So far there has been no talk of motor sport being 
affected, but no doubt questions will be asked in the House. 
We are fortunate in a way that we have the experience of 
last year’s problems to guide us through. At this point in 
time we hope that the governing body is gathering together 
all the long-researched facts and figures that were used to 
put forward our case so successfully last year. 

Motor sport has a strong case, as was well proven last 
year, and although we now have a different government to 
contend with, the contingency plans laid last year (which 
included a cut in the practice allowance and in the distance 
of events) may well have to be resurrected. At this time of 
the year only one race meeting is affected, Boxing Day 
Brands. It is a very remote possibility that this will be 
affected, but as it is televised, it may be the right oppor- 
tunity for the promoters to dream up some kind of 
“economy” event which could be put out as a good PR 
exercise for the sport. The time is not for panic or depres- 
sion, but for low key PR in the right directions. 

Obviously “the show must go on" and we do not doubt 
in any way that it will. We feel it is right to be optimistic 
and are certain that this is the attitude to be adopted. 
Bowed heads, pessimism and reluctance to do anything 
about the situation will only make matters worse. 

We feel sure that the RAC, the sport's governing body, 
will employ the diplomacy that won our case last year, 
and that all those in a position to do so, make sure that 
motor sport presents the right image to the general public, 
who, after all, are the people who are most affected by the 
measures announced at the beginning of the week. 

The unfavourable economic climate in which Britain finds 
itself, fortunately, despite the pronouncements from one or 
two individuals who have dropped out of the scene, does 
not seem to have affected the motor sport industry at all. 
As has become the fashion over the past three or four years, 
customers are not committing themselves as early as before, 
and therefore sales at this stage may seem low. However, 
a number of the larger manufacturers have reported an 
above average level of inquiries, and predictions are for 
record sales in 1975. 

With a calculated and confident approach—should the 
need arise and it so far hasn't—motor sport will be un- 
affected. We have continued faith in the governing body to 
take action when the time is right. 


Although the works March-BMWs of Patrick Depailler and Hans Stuck 
finished first and second in the F2 European Championship this year, 
the private model of the BP (France) Recing Team driven by Jacques 
Laffte challenged them for most of the season. 


Pit and Paddock 


Sponsor ready to 
back March in F1? 


Coming just a couple of weeks 
after their announcemert that 
they were to pull out of Grand 
Prix racing “for economic mea- 
sures,” looks as if March 
Engineering will be represented 
on the grid in Argentina after all 

Max Mosley had stated that 
the company would contemplate 
f return to Formula 1 if a worth. 
while spenror could be found. 
Well it looks as though such 
deal Is in the process of being 
final sed. Mosiey wasn't able to 
comment earlier this week as he 
‘was out of the country and Robin 
Herd courteously refused. to say 
anything at a 

‘Although Mariboro’s name has 


been linked with Hans Stuck in 
the foreign press, it is general 

thought the American cigarecte 
giant aren't the sponsors. I 
Could also mean that Stuck isn't 
necessarily the driver 


Speculation suggests a possible 
tie-up wath the leading Danish 
hi company Bang and Olufsen 
who sponsored the Sunes Grand 
Prix team earlier this year 

official announcement Is expe: 


Whatever the outcome, March 
do have a provisional entry for 
fat least one car in Argentina but 
fs to who will drive it, only they 
know the answer 


Bob Evans 
tests BRM 


The third Stanley-BRM test day 
was held at Snetterton last Thurs. 
day and we're delighted to report 
that two British drivers were 
being employed, Bob Evans and 
Mike Wilds. 

Evans, the 1974 F000 Euro: 
pean champion, was of course 
having only his second ever drive 
In an Fi car (the first was a few 
aps. in an Embassy Lola 
weeks ago). Evans was. driving 
the P160 with the old V12. while 
this Gime Wilds was entrusted 
With the P201" with the new 
engine. 

‘On a day that was none too 
conducive to quick. laps, both 
Grivers got into the 69s bracket 
with Wilds being 02 s quicke 
bofore his engine blew up (some- 
thing that was expected following 
the cil problems of the previous 


Evans sald of the experience. 
“1 was very impressed, the car 
felt good and the organisation, 
with” Alan Challis as team 
manager, was very good, and 
everyone seemed to be in high 
spirits. I got_on well with the 
team and I hope to be able to 
have another go shortly.” 


Watson 
in demand 


wing tne annvuncement that 


jexagon Racing was ceasing 
activities last week it seems that 
a number of people have been 


enquiring after the services c 
their talented driver John Watson. 

‘At a reception in London last 
‘Tuesday John Surtees made 
secret of the fact that he would 
like the Ulsterman's services. In 
fact ‘he managed to persuade 

ison to give him a lift to 
dinner. Asked if he had a ccntract 
n his pocket Surtees said, "I've 
given up with contracts, everyon. 
Seems to break them so what's 
the point?" Asked if he wanted 
Watson for Fl and F2 Big Jonn 
just said, “ Let's just get him in a 
ar first.” 

‘When we spoke to Watson 
early this week he said, “At the 
moment I am under contract 
Bernie Ecclestone until the end 
of 1975. Bernie is talking 
various people about getting 
sponsorship for a third works car 
for me next year. If he can't get 
it and MRD do not take up thelr 
option on me for 1975, then 
shall_have to look elsewhere, 
John Surtees is just one of the 
people who have approached me.” 


David Hobbs, Denny Hulme, 
with MeLaren’s Ferodo ‘Trophy 


Mike Hailwood ond Johnny Rutherford 
in London last week 


edited by Chris Witty 


Tom Wheatcroft to build 
Pilbeam designed FA/F2 
car for Richard Morgan 


Tom Wheatcroft will be back 
in racing next year in Formula 
Atlantic’ with his own -car 
designed by Mike Pilbeam and 
with Richard Morgan driving, 
This was the news he had tc 
ata couple of receptions 
inden last week, "To cell 
the truth I didn't really think 
T would build my own car, but 
1 "was. in the workshops the 
her day and one of the tads 
aoked if 1 was going to. I said 
T didn't think so, But he sald 
hac would be a pity and che 
ads would like me 40, 80 I am. 
Designer of the new car, “I've 
no idea what I'll call i, my own 
name 1 suppose,” will be ex-BRM 
designer Mike Pilbeam. He told 
us lose week that he was work: 
© an Atlantic car bur was 
wating to discover what the fuel 
cky regulations were. 
Why did Wheatcroft choose 
Formula Aulantic? I'd like to have 
gone Formula 2 really but K's 
too late on now ¢o be successful. 


Tom Wheateroft—back again 


we've not gat enough time to 
do it. Anyhow, 1 won't have 
the time eo go to Europe nex 
year and this'll give me rome- 
thing £0 play with. 1 would have 
done Formula 3 but I've won all 
those championships.” 
Wheatcroft wert on £0 say, “If 
the car's not ready at the scart 
of the year, I'll run the lad in 
8 works Chevron in Atlantic. 
‘That's what I would have run 
him in if I hadn't decided to 
build my own. If our car's suc 
cessful then we may have a 
Formula 2 in the middle of the 
‘Wheatcroft has had all the 
equipmem for constructing his 
own cars for some time as his 
criginal intention was to build 
his own Fl car for Roger William- 
son. His presence at a large 
number of race meetings this 
year. set many people talking 
about his reurn to being an 
entrant in the near future, Tom 
Is. of course, one of the most 


& a 


Richard Morgan—big break. 


colourful and likeable characters 
in the sport and to drive @ 

for him is one of the things an 
up and coming driver most 
wants. Wheatcrofe has spoken 
to a number of people during 


Mike Pilbeam—the designer 


the season with a view to find: 
ing the right sort of driver and 
he finaily chose Formula Ford 
ace Morgan after a secretly 
arranged test day with Chevron 
@ Oulton Park recently. Morgan 
himself did not know who had 
arranged it until a short while 
beforehand. 

Wheateroft said that a com: 
pany had approached him to see 
If they could sponsor the car 
but as yet he had not spoken 
to them. “I don't know what 
they want or whether they've 
got £1,000 or £20,000 to spend. 
The only deal so far is thar BP 
will supply the fuel.” 


© Drivers for the BMW works 
team In the American Camel 
IMSA GT series next year are 
expected to be Hans Stuck, 
Ronnie Peterson and Peter Grege 
with Sam Posey likely to be the 
fourth member. David Hobbs ha: 
also been approached. The team 
will be | managed by Jochen 
Neerpasch, 
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Ozzie Olsonite, the _ wealthy 
American property _ developer 
who, along ‘with Goodyear, has 
been ‘the financial stalwart of 
Dan Gurney's All American 
Racers team in USAC racing for 
the past decade, has been forced 
to quit his asscolations with the 
team. Apparently,  Olsonite's 
building company has lost some- 
thing in the region of $3 million 
this year and although Olsonite's 
commribution to Gurney was from 
hhis own pocket, the company's 
loss has affected his own per- 
sonal spending. 

‘This is indeed a blow for Gur- 
ney's USAC programme which 
has been in financial difficulty for 


Pit and Paddock 
Gurney loses sponsor 


most of the year, despite Bobby 
Unser winning the USAC Cham- 

nship for them in the works 
car, However, it seems that Good- 
year have come to Gumey’s 
fescue just when matters looked 
rather break. 

Having been unable to find 
another sponsor for next year's 
USAC programme, Gurney will 
just concentrate on the three big 
500 milers (Indy, Pocono and 
Ontario) 

His association with Jorgen- 
son Steel in F5000 remains un- 
affected, according to works 
driver Brect Lunger, who bas just 
returned to this country with his 
English wife 


Ricard F1 


As Is expected at this time of the 
year, Goodyear have been carry 
ing ‘out extensive tyre testing 
down at the French Paul Ricard 
circuit, near Marseilles. Last 
week the Ferrari (Clay Regazzoni 
had w big shun), Tyrrel and 
MeLaren Grand Prix teams were 
present although nothing start 
Ting happened so we're told. 

‘A McLaren spokesman said 
hat with Emerson Fittipaldi driv. 
ing. the team was achieving 
similar times to last year and on 
similar type of tyre, there being 
4 distinct lack of new compounds 
and constructions from the only 
tyre company left in Grand Prix 
racing. This form of stabilisa- 
tion on the tyre front could well 
be a blessing in disguise, 

Due to be testing there this 


testing 


week are Hesketh, Surtees (for 
Dave Morgan, Mike Wilds, Henci 
Pescaroto and Michel Leclere) 
and Shadow, the latter debuting 
thelr new Grand Prix car which 
1s due to be unveiled this com- 

Friday in Paris, Al hough 
team manager Alan Rees wasn’t 
wailable on Monday, a company 
pokesman said, when we queried 
as to whether the car would 
Anatly appear with a Matra V12 
engine in the back, “the only 
way to find out is to go down 
there, but I'm sure all you'll find 
they ‘are Fords.” 

‘Commenting on their proposed 
American F5000 plans, were told 
that the Shadow team are still 
waiting for the go-ahead from 
thelr UOP sponsors and, as yet, 
no work has started at al 


Le Mans fuel 
economy regs 


At the annual Le Mans press con- 
ference earlier this week, a bomb- 
shell was dropped when the race 
Organisers announced a new fuel 
economy measure by limiting all 
Competing cars toa minimum 
fumber of 20 laps (or 169.50 
niles) before refueling is 
allowed. The GS. Matra 
Simca sports prototypes were 
having to refuel earlier this year 
after every 16 laps (or 135.60 
miles). 

‘in effect this means that next 

year's 24-hour race will become 
more or less a GT event and 
Matra-Simca will not be compet- 
Ing, despite having won it for 
the last three years, Could this 
be there excuse. for an entry 
into Formula 1? Full details 
next week. 
@ We have been asked to point 
‘out that David Bedford Estate 
Agents mentioned in our recent 
Modus story are not a limited 
company and that Modus are a 
large and valuable client but 
Teddy Savoury thas no other con- 
nection with the company. 


Hobbs stays 
in US F5000 


David Hobbs confirmed last 
week that he would be continu- 
ing to do the American F5000 
series next year for Carl Hogan. 
the chan who has supported him 
since 1971 when he won the 
championship. 

The past two years have been 

none coo successful for Hogan's 
team mainly due to engine 
troubles; this year David only 
managed one win in the series. 
Next year, however, he expects to 
be using’ engines’ built up by 
the McLaren engine shop in 
America. Tt looks almos: certain 
that Hebbs will be che number 
two in the McLaren Indy team, 
Johnny Rutherford, this year's 
winner being the ‘number one, 
of course. 
@ Tim Schenken, when asked 
recently if he had anything so 
do next year said that, after 
taking a holiday, he would be 
spending his cime adding It 
inches to his garden wall and 
topping i. 
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Wunderink begins 
Ensign 


Roeluf 


testing in 


‘The Ensign F1 team have been 
down at Paul Ricard for their first 
test’ sessions with new Dutch 
driver Roeluf Wunderink and a 
sun-taned Mo Nunn was quite 
catimistic when we spoke to him 
st week. “ He's certainly a trier, 
he has the car sideways all over 
the place. I shall have to try and 
calm him down a bit though.” 

Ensign were also running on 
Goodyear tyres for the first time 
and on the short circuit 
Wunderink got down to 1 m 
1353's. On the same day Jody 
Scheckter did 1m 12s. Was Mo 
happy with this?" Well, let's put 
ie this way, in February with 
Howden Ganley testing we did 
1m 120 s. 


Wunderink—hatry ? 


Renault’s 
F1 projects 


Although many people scorned 
‘at our suggestion a couple of 
weeks back that Renault were 
building a W9 3:litre Grand Prix 
engine, confirmation came from 
France this week that che engine 
does in fact exist, although the 
company, on advice from Ken 
‘Tyrrell, have decided to attack 
FI via a turbocharged 1.5 litre 
engine. 

Renault are already working on 
@ ‘turbocharged engine for the 
Alpine prototype car next year. 
Tais V6 has already been on the 
test bed and has shown 500 bhp 
Using 50% less turbo compression 
than Porsche use on the Carrera. 
‘The idea for an Fl engine appar- 
ently came feom Eif who natur. 
ally zsked Tyrrell his opinion and 
he was quoted as saying, “start 
by reducing the capacity of your 
engine and then add a turbo- 
charger. That way you will 
obtain more rapid results 

‘The French press say that the 
1800 engine will be bench tested 
some time next spring and that 
circuit testing could begin before 
the end of the year. If the plans 
0 come to fruition it will be the 
first time since the introduction 
Of the 3-litre Formula One that 
anyone has tried the allowed 
veernative of a turbocharged 1.5 
engine. 
@ Andrew Ferguson, on behalf 
of the Parnelli Grand Prix team, 
would like to point out, 
following our story in fast week's 
issue about them taking over the 
now defunct GRD workshops in 


Griston, Norfolk, that Colin 
Chapman, of near neighbours 
Lotus, ms been “extremely 


helpful towards the American 
team. Ferguson afso added that 
their moving to that part of the 
country, to use as a European 
base, was "purely coincidental.” 


going F3 


With the ever growing resurg: 
fence among competitors to com- 
pete In Formula 3 next year to- 
ether with the recently intro- 
duced BP sponsored British F3 

it comes as no 


iain's more promising drivers. 
moving up into the category. 

‘The most recent addition is 19 
year-old former artist. Chris 
Barnett who. won this year's 
British Formula SuperVeo series 
in his DJ Bond/Rob Roy Racing 
Royale RPI8 after a thrilling 
tussle with the previous holder 
John. Morrison. 

‘The British FSV series may 
not be as competitive as some 
people would like, but Barnett, 
like Morrison, has taken the 
trouble to move in among the 
hardened Continental FSV oppo- 
sition where he has underlined 
his undoubted flair. 

Barnett has ordered a brand 
new March 753 for next year. 


© Brian Hart Engineering have 
Informed us that Vern Schuppan 
was using a Brian Hart engine 
when he won the Macau Grand 
Prix last week and not a Richard- 
son as we had stated. Schuppan 
also set-up a new lap record for 
the circuit at 2 m 30.9 5, a full 
2.6 = quicker than John Mac- 
Donald's previous time. 


new F3 star, Alex 


Fittipaldi 
Prix car aloagside patron, Wil- 
son Fittipaldi, when the new team 
make their Grand Prix debut én 
Brazil next February. We under- 
stand that this has put Ribiero 
In a difficult position, not know. 
Ing whether to accept a ride in 
fan unsorted car in front of his 
Sponsors or, if he declines, whe- 
ther he'll ever get offered the 
chance again. 


END OF SEASON SALE. 


SATURDAY I4TH DECEMBER OPEN 9.30 AM- 4.30 PM 


Over 4000 parts must go to make 
way for new stock. 
No reasonable offer refused. 


ENGINES 250 BHP 4.2 litre 
Weslake Rover V8 (just rebuilt) 
New 1293 cc Full race 8 port 
complete with transmission for 


1340 8 port Mini Rallycross 
engine 

2x 1.8 Marina 

P76 V8 4.4 litre 

2.5 PI. 

Toledo very non-standard 
Marina 1.3, plus gearbox, less 
head 

Modified MGB block - new 
MGC gear case 

1.3 Midget less some parts. 


Lightweight panels for MGB, 

2.5 PI., 1800, Maxi, Mini, 1100. 
1600 sets of plastic Mini windows 
Over 120 used Minilites for 1800 
and 2.5 PI. 

200 1147 Spitfire manifolds 

30 assorted very special ‘A’ series 
cranks 

Used and reconditioned Konis 
for Maxi and Mini 

Armstrong adjustables for Mini 
Special hy: Politi units for 1800 
and Mini 


Assorted standard wheels 
Assorted race, rally and standard 
Tes 
arburettors, SU and Solex 


Rings 

Gears For Mini, MGB 
Cylinder heads Cooper, Midget, 
Bearings Sprite, 1800. 
Comp. axle shafts 

Calipers for Mini 

Brake Servos and pads 

Assorted suspension parts 

2.5 PI. Mk. [brakes 


2.5 P.I. Comp. diffs. 

20 various special radiators, various 
switches, lamps etc. 

Mini steel sump shield 

(Ex Makinen) 

2 Doz. exhaust systems — various 
365 MGB gear sets. 


Plus thousands of other excess or 
redundant stock items. 

All parts secondhand unless 
otherwise stated. 

No guarantees offered. 
Payments by cheque and bank 


card up to £30, otherwise strictly 
cash. 


‘© Leyland Fz a 


Leyland ST, British Leyland MG Plant, Marcham Road, Abingdon, Oxon. 
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Camaro is NOT banned 


Reports in a weekly motoring 
newspaper last week announced 
that both the Chevrolet Camaro 
and Ford Capri Mki would be 
Ineligible for next year's produc- 
tlon touring car championships. 
“That is wrong” said Chris Bel- 
ton of the RAC when we spoke 

‘on Tuesday “they will 


‘The confusion has arisen over 
the Camaro's omission from the 
‘Autocar's Buyer's Guide by which 


the eligible cars and class 
structures are derived. However, 
the American Chevrolet importer 


have informed the RAC that 


least one version of the Camaro 
will be available for sale in this 
country next year, even though 
it hadn't actually appeared in the 
Buyer's Guide. 

Further investigation revealed 
‘a move afoot to retain both the 
Camaro and Capri, even if they 
had. become obsolete, by 
track promoters for a further 
year. This was confirmed by the 
RAC who said that any produc- 
tion saloon will now have an 
extra year's racing as soon as 
it Becomes deleted from the 
Autocar” Buyer's Guide. The 
Camaro and Capri will remain. 


French GP for Ricard 


There now fooks a possibility 
chat nest year's French Grand 
Pux wall be held at the Paul 
Ricard circuit. This fellows grow- 
ing doubts as to whether the 
Cleemont Ferrand cirout can 
come up to the circule safety 
andards 

‘As for Dijon, venue of the 
event this year, the circuit owners 
are making every effort to in- 
crease he track fength to an 
adequate 3.1 mules by conscruct- 
ing the proposed extension. Two 
further circuit approach roads 


BRDC awards 
presentation 


The annual BRDC Dinner Dance 
took place at London's Dorchester 
Hotel last Friday and, as usual. 
was. a tremendous success. Un- 
fortunately the top award winners 
James Hunt (1974 Gold Star, 
Wakefleld Trophy and Seaman 
Trophy) and Emerson Fittipaldi 
(Special Gold Star) could not be 


present, however, all the otner 
Award winners were there to 
collect their silver. These 


included Denny Hulme (Special 
award), Patrick Neve and Nick 
Wattlez (Chris Bristow Trophy), 


John Harper (British Empire 
Trophy), Lord Hesketh (Nigel 
Moores ‘Trophy), John Nicholson 


(Bruce MeLaren Trophy), Brian 
Redman (ERA Club Trophy), Bob 
Evans (John Cobb Trophy), Derek 
Rell and. M’ke Hailwnod (Woo! 
Barnato Trophy), and David 
Hobbs (Howe Trophy). 

‘Also the winners of the Silver- 
atone Charantonshing. John 
Harper (APG Driver of the Year), 
Patrick Neve (STP FF), Bobby 
Bet (aybrand Formule Libre). 
Tony Strawson (Esso Special 
Saloons), Creighton Brown (Tri: 


centro Clubmen's) and Jim 
Walsh (Vandervell Novice), were 
presented with thelr awards. 


‘Denny Hulme's special award 
was a. pai of slippers for his 
retirement . .. and a silver plate, 
‘The Bear once more showed how 
good retirement is being to him 
by giving another good speech 
while Lord Hesketh once again 
showed himself to be an admir- 
‘able public speaker. Among the 
guests were Indianapolis winner 
Johnny Rutherford and Brett 
Lunger. The presentations were 
made by BRDC President Gerarid 
Lascelles with help from MC 
‘Anthony Salmon. 

© Due to pressure of space, we 
were unable to. bring Barrie 
Williams" racing career right up 
to date in our feature on him a 
fortnight ago. However, he 
would specifically like to thank 
both Mathwall and Mazda for 
their co-operation this year in 
the national touring car cham- 
pionship and also to GN of 
Croydon for whom he drove a 
Magnum Coupe in production 
saloon car races. 
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Karlskoga’s F5000 race 


Sad news for next year’s Euro- 
pean F2 contingent in some res- 
ects. There will be no F2 races 
all in Sweden. This follows 
the news that the organisers of 
the annual Kannonloppet race 
Karlakoga, which hosted Sweden's 
only round of the European Cham- 
plonship this year, will not be 
able to afford to run the race 
In its place will 


roughly “one-third the price of 


an F2 race.” 
Having a substantial share in 
the circuit is local Swedish Grand 


F2 race there this year in a one- 


off“ guest" appearance for the 
works March team. Peterson will 
naturally be anxious to compete 
again next year in front of his 
home crowd although at this early 
stage, it is not known in what 
type of F500 car. One thing is 
certain, it will be the Swede’ 
first taste of F5000 in public and, 
on the tight 1.8-mile circuit, i 
should be quite a sight. It is 
expected that the race will count 
towards the Shell European 
Championshp. 


Hailwood off 


Mike Hailwood made his first 
public appearances last week fol- 
lowing his nasty accident in che 
German Grand Prix. He is now 
able to walk unaided but pro- 
e leg is slow. Bored 
with sitting around in cold and 
miserable Britain he left for his 
Winter home in South Africa last 
Sunday, where he will probably 
stay for a month, 

It is very sad to report that 
Mike has got no drives lined up 
next year following Yardley's 
withdrawal. In facc he has, as 
every year, received offers to go 


on holiday 


back to motor bikes and his name 
has been connected with Yamaha 
and Norton. 


Mike did tell us that if he 
@idn't get a drive for next year, 
and surely such a thing could 
never happen, he would spend 
his time on the three masted 
schooner he owns with Jochen 
Mass, and which is currently 
being restored in Plymouth. "The 
only problem is if T take it to 
Monaco, whichever way I park 
it in the harbour the boom will 
hang out over the circuit.” 


fare being built in an effort to 
ease the ridiculous cangestion 
‘which was evident at this year's 

Tt is not certain whether the 
new ‘circuit extension will be 
ready in time for the Grand Prix, 
& the Dijon ciroun is offered 
that is, but there is now a very 


Prix ‘taking place there in the 
Khree week gap between the 
German and Austrian GPs next 
August. 


Our marshals 
on top again 


‘The Grand Prix Drivers Associ 
ation have nominated — the 
‘Argentinian Grand Prix ongan- 
isers as recipiems of their “ Best 
GP of the Year” award which 
is given anawally to the Grand 
Prix which, in the opinion of the 
GPDA, has dived up to the nine 
qual dying factors on which they 
base their markings, These are 
flag marshalling, fire facilities, 
cxcuk safety, circuit condréon, 
official ‘time ‘keeping, organisa: 
tion, pit end paddock facilities, 
ambulances and 

ities and safety. 
Monaco with 


fag, 


America in third place. 
‘The award for the best 
marshals goes, not surprisingly, 


to the Gtish GP marshals led 
by Monty Terrell Yor the third 
year cunning. 

© The Springfield Boys’ Club held 
ks twelfth annual” prize-giving 
last week and once again the 
function was attended by many 
motor racing names. Among them 
were Graham Hill, Mike Hail- 
wood (making his first public 
appearance since his accident), 
Howden Ganley, Tim Schenken, 
Dave Morgan,’ Dave Brodie, 
Walter Hayes, Les Leston and 
Tony Dron. 


KM continue 
at Brands 


The Kent Messenger newspaper 
is to continue its sponsorship 
of the Brands Hatch based spec- 
fal_ saloon car championship in 
1975, the fourth successive year. 

The ten race series will be for 
special saloons up to 1000 ce and 
will run exclusively at Brands. 
Points will be awarded on a 9- 
6-4-3-2-1 basis to the first six 
drivers, with all points counting 
towards the final total. The over- 
all winner of the Challenge w'l 
receive £100 and a trophy with 
£75 and £25 going ¢o the second 
and ‘third placed drivers. The 
dates are as follows : 


New FA Chevron testing 


‘The new Chevron B29 F2/Atlan- 
tic car had its first test day at 
Oulton Park last week. Derek 
Bennett himself and Jim Craw- 
feed did the driving and the 
results were ‘quite promising’, 
said Graham White. The car was 
in fact running with the od 
bodywork on as, when Bennett 
returned from South Africa, he 
decided he didn't like the look 
of the new one and chopped i 
up, The replacement is now ready 
and furcher testing will be car- 
ried out shortly. 

Tt was originally hoped that 
the car would make its debut in 
the Mexican Formula Atlantic 
race but this has now been can- 
celled. The car will now be off- 


cially announced at the Racing 
Car Show. 

White also confirmed that 
Chevron, who celebrate their 
tenth anniversary next year, will 
be building an F3 car although, 
due to already numerous orders 
for the F2, Auantic and sports 
‘cars, this is not expected to make 
its debut until Monaco. A driver 
has already been signed for the 


Although Tom Wheatcroft has 
announced his intention of build- 
ing his own car for Formula 
Adiantic next year, the chances 
‘are that he will run Richard 
Morgan in a new Chevron at the 
beginning of the season. 


RUE 


Hever doesn’t make 
ordinary watches. 


Here’s the proof: 


Microsplit. From the new 
generation of stop-watches 
a fully electronic quartz stop- 


watch with digital readout 

that fits in your pocket. It com- 
bines the functions of more than 
50 conventional stop-watches. 
No ordinary watch: a Heuer 


Silverstone. Exclusive auto 
matic chronograph. Water 
resistant stainless steel case with 
non-reflective crystal glass and 
luminous dial. Shows the time 
and stops the time. No ordinary 
watch: a Heuer 


COUPON 
I'd like to have information on 
Stop-watches/Chronographs 
Electronic stop-watches 


Quartz table clocks (digital 
Electronic timers 


NAME 

ADDRESS 

Postal code 

Please send completed coupon to. 
HEUER TIME Led. 


Argyle House 29/31 Euston Road 
LONDON N.W.1 


BRIAN EYRE 


OUR FORD RALLYE 
‘SPORT SPECIALIST 


MEXICOS, ESCORT RS2000s 
eo DELIVERY ! 


Rallye Sport Centre 


* THOUSANDS OF Avo PARTS & 
AGcessomiesoFF THe SHELF 
+ CxpenT SenVicINo BY FOND 
RS (DUNSTABLE) LTD ,_, RAINeO MECHANICS 


156 LONDON ROAD TELEPHONE 678) trols the pk 
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F3 RACING TEAM 


WE ARE A PROFESSIONAL RACING TEAM 
WITH A NEW 1975 CAR, ALL SPARES 
INCLUDING ENGINES. WE HAVE TWO 
MECHANICS AND A_ PURPOSE-BUILT 
TWO-CAR TRANSPORTER WITH WING 
ACCOMMODATION. 


For the 1975 season we intend to race in 

England and on the Continent. We are a 

private team and are looking for someone to 
help us with the costs of this venture. 


For this end we would like to hear from 

anyone who would like to run a competitive 

racing team, in their name and colours without 

going to the expense of forming their own 
team. 


Box No. 4015 


AUTOSPORT, DECEMBER 12, 1974 


Pit and Paddock 


Gregg’s IMSA title 


We have some further news 
to add to our brief report last 
week on the IMSA finals which 
Were held at Daytona on Decem- 
ber 1, As we have already men- 
tioned, Freddy Kottulinksy won 
the Super Vee race, although by 
a whisker from Fred Phillips’ 
highly modified Elden, Howdy 
Holmes {in a, brand new Lola) 
and this year’s champion Elliot 
Forbes-Robinson in his older 
Lola 7252, 


Both European champion 
Kottulinsky and Britain's John 
Morrison were the only men in 
practice to break the 122 5 
barrier and immediately pulled 
away from the start. Morrison, 
who. was trying some experi- 
mental Goodyear tyres, told us 
earlier this week that he wa 
pulling 153 mph on the 24-mile 
flat out blind around the bank: 
Ing. Unfortunately a start ine 


Mike Keyser's Toad Hall Porsche 


shunt caused the race to be re- 
started. 

‘Once again the two Europeans 
broke away, only this time the 
American champion twigged and 
went with them only for the race 
to be stopped yet again. Morrison 
then slid’ wide soon after the 
second restart and lost contact 
witile Forbes-Robinson tried the 
Dig hero act on the last lap and 
consequently spun. 

In the IMSA Camel GT race, 
John Greenwood had everything 
his own way with the big 
litre * Batmobile” Corvette, win: 
ning both practice and the race. 
The Porsche Carreras were un- 
able to match the pace on such 

fast circuit (the Corvettes were 
reputed to be touching 220 mph 
‘on the banking) but in the fin 
battle for the IMSA Camel GT 
series honours, Peter Gregg suc- 
ceeded in holding off Milt Minter's 
last minute bid to take the title. 


Carrera wasn't able to beat the 
similar cars of Peter Gregg and Milt Minter at Daytona, 


Miller backs 
modsports 


Sydney jer, the Southern 
Organs boss, has struck again; 
he has announced that his newly 
formed company, Miller Elec 
tronics, will sponsor the BARC 
Modsports Championship next 
year. 

‘A division of Southern Organs 
International, Miller Electronic 
Ignition give their name to the 
16 round, nine circuit series. 

‘The prize money for the cham- 
pionship will be £140 per race, 
plus end of season contingencies, 
‘The championship will be run in 
four classes: up to 1150 cc; up to 
2000 ce; up to 3000 cc and over 
3000 ce. 

Miller Electronic Ignition is a 
newly designed fuel saving igni- 
tion system that can easily be 
fitted bby the private owner, giv- 
ing fuel economy, reduced service 
costs, better starting and longer 
battery life. 
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Reserve your 
Autocourse 


Following one of the most ex. 
citing Grand Prix seasons ever, 
we are now getting scores of 
enquiries for the 1974/5 edition 
of Autocourse, the big glossy 
hard cover antwal produced by 


Publishing Lid." Autocourse, 
winch twhis the full story of the 
Fecent Season's international 
racing in words, picwures ond 


statistics, is traditionally the 
iow of the big annuals to appear, 
and usually first copies are avail 
able before Chrestmas. 

This year's edition ts well in 
hand and we're wold it's better 
than ever, but lotes word from 
the book's primers és that 20 
copies wit] be ready until just 
after Christmas, probably on or 
around January 8. However, dose 
3f our readers who collect these 
magnificent annuals will be 
pleased eo learn that next week's 
‘Avrosrort will carry an order 
form to enable you to reserve 
your copy now—and ‘also cake 
Advantage of a money-saving pre- 
pubtication offer. 


Cheap travel 
over Channel 


Rod Sawyer of James Vance 
Travel has finalised @ number of 
agreement's w:th the cross Chan- 
nel ferry companies wh:ch should 
improve travel facilities for 
‘motor racing teams. The majority 
of the agreements concern costs 
which allow transporters to travel 
at the same rate as private 
cars which represents a tremen- 
dous saving. 

‘Townsend Thoresen, who of 
course sponsor the Brands Hatch 
FF championship, have agreed 
that any racing team, whose name 
appears on a pre-arranged list 
supplied by Sawyer, will receive 
‘2 guaranteed sailing. This is to 
Cover the event of a transporver 
not arriving at the port on time. 
In addition, the ferry company 
will supply’ new tickets on dé 
parture and Invoice Sawyer. 

Further details from 
‘Sawyer on 01-200 0985. 


Screen scene 
at Brands 


“From the people who brought 
you Clint Eastwood's nerve ting: 
ling chase in Magnum Force 
Mel ‘Brooks’ amazing. esllopg 
a of Blazing Saddles 
Steve McQueen's heart stopping 
big dipper race in Bullitt... now 
comes the epic production 


The Boxing Day Extravaganza 
(for one day only) at Brands 
Hatch.” 


‘That Is the official announce. 
ment that the Boxing Day (Dec 
26) Brands Hatch meeting wilt 
be sponsored by Warner Brother 
the film giants, to promote # 
latest movie, ‘Freebie and the 
Bean. It looks as though there 
must be a novices FF race in the 
programme as such unknowns as 
Gerry Marshall, Tony Lanfranchi 
and Nick Whiting are entered 
while child actor Chris Witty is 
also reputed to be making his Big 
Screen scene comeback. He's on 
the cast list but, as far as we 
know, has no part to play. 


More TT FF 


‘The Brands Hatch based Towns. 
end Thoresen Formula Ford 
championship will continue next 
yeor—but with a difference: 
there will ‘be one round at 
Mallory Park. 

‘Townsend Thoresen have com- 
pleted five years of Formula Ford 
Sponsorship, and next year's 
series will feature 11 rounds. 
Points will be awarded on the 
World Championship basis to the 
first six in each round, with the 
dreaded double points awarded 
for the final round. Winner of 
the series will 
runnersup £50, 
man £25. 


receive £100, 
and third place 


MCD season 
passes offer 


Motor Circuit “Developments are 
repeating their special circuit 
passes for 1975.” Passes are 
available for Brands Hatch (more 
than 30 metings for £13), Mallory 
Park (16 meetings for £8), Oulton 
Park (14 meetings for £10), and 
Snetterton (16 meetings for £7), 
In each case there is a further 
pass for accompanying ladies at 
@ slightly lower price, and also 
a motor cycle pass at a separate 


price. The individual circuit 
passes include a number of 
Internationals at most circuits, 


Including the 2 litre sports car 
race and the Race of Champions 
at Brands Hatch. 

A new idea is the Superpass, 
which admits the holder to eircult 
enclosures and paddock for up to 
50 car and/or motor cycle meet- 
Ings at any of the four MCD 
circuits mentioned, The Super- 
pass could mean a saving of up 
to €80 throughout the season, and 
costs just £20. The only meet- 
Ings not Included are stock car 


or drag meetings at the circuits 
mentioned, 

Inquiries shoud be addressed 
to Brands Hatch Circuit Lid, 


Fawkham, near Dariford, Kent, 
DA3 8NG, ‘The car and’ motor 
cycle programme booklet may 
imo be obtained from the same 
Address and Is currently avail- 
able. 


Autosport 
competition 


In Avrosront next week, there's 
@ sensational competition’ running 
up to the Racing Car Show 
Which well allow you to eake pare 
in @ computerised special sage 
raily and pk your Skill against 
the top race and rally names, 
First prize: nothing tess than a 
brand naw Ford Escort. Mexico, 
ready for Mexico Chatleny 
circum racing, Group One rally- 
Ing, or rapid read use. The com- 
petition tis free to enter and it 


exclusive to AUTOSPORT. Full 
details next week. 
@ David Minister, the Formula 


Ford engine builder who pre- 
pared Richard Morgan's engines 
this year in what amounted to a 
controversial season, obviously 
respects drivers who can pedal 
ancient Lotus 61Ms very quickly. 
Why? Well, we've been in- 
formed by Mike Blanchet, who 
drives one of these '68 vintage 
machines, that Minister will be 


Joaning him a works engine for 
However, Blanchet 


2,,jEtwelance photographer and 
Avrosrort contributor Peter 
McFadyen has recently moved to 
20 Roselands Avenue, Sale, 
Cheshire (Tel: 061-973 5386). 


Pit and Paddock 


August Tour of Britain 


‘The Third Avon/Motor Tour of 
Britain will be held in August 
‘next year instead of the previous 
early July period. Once again the 
‘event will be for Group 1 cars on 
road tyres and the event will be 
sponsored by Avon Rubber and 
Motor magazine. The HQ of 
event will again be the Birmi 
ham Post House from where the 
Tour will start on Friday, August 
1. The overnight halt on the 
Saturday evening and the prize 
giving on Sunday, August 3, will 
be at the same venue, 

‘The event will follow the same 
format as in the past two years. 
‘The Organising Committee said of 
the decision, " We had considered 
extending the Avon/Motor Tour 
to four days, which would have 
allowed us to visit many more 
parts of the country. Bur the 
‘added cost to everyone involved, 
including competitors, would have 


been so great, we felt it could 
not be justified in the present 
‘economic climate. 

Most competitors felt that the 
balance between racing and rally- 
ing was just about right ¢his year 
so we are hoping to increase the 


length of the races and find 
rather more testing special 
ot 


‘The date of the event has been 
changed from the weekend before 
the British Grand Prix to obtain 
better use of the racing circuits 
and to take advantage of a date 
when mo other large events or 
rounds of national championships 
are planned. 

Regulations for the 1975 Tour 
are new being prepared and any- 
ene wishing to receive a copy 
should write to Ann Bradshaw 
at the BRSCC, the organising 
club, at Emrire’ House, Chiswick 
High Road, London W4 


Briefly... 


© Following the success of thelr 
British Grand Prix phone-in quiz 
show which was Organised” by 
Tony Lanfranchi's wife, Tina, 
BBC Radio London (206 m M/W 
¢ 94.9 VHF) will be starting a 
imilar series next Monday, Run 
‘once again on a knock-out basis 
over a week, the quiz will be 
centred around film theme music 
land broadcasts will come daily at 
7.25 am and 8.25 am. The prizes 
are 20 double tickets for the 
Warner Brothers-backed Boxing 
Day Brands meeting and 20 
double tickets to see “Freebie 
and the Bean.” 


© The prospects of ‘the Daytona 
24 hour World Championship 
Sports car race taking place next 
February look very slim. The 
organisers have written into the 
regulations that they” will not 
take any cars more than two 
years old and that they” must 
have eight brand new cars en- 
tered by December 15, It would 
‘appear that there is no way that 
any of those can be met to give 
@ grid of any size at all. 


CATCHPOLE 


@ We apologise that, due to a 
clerical error, the wrong adver- 
tisemonts appeared in last week's 
Issue for Champion and Ferodo 
which proclaimed thelr successe: 
in 1973. We are Sappy to say th 
1974 was equally successful for 
both companies. 
© This Saturday, the British Ley- 
id Special Tuning division a: 
Abingdon are having a grand 
Cear-out eale of surplus stock. 
We've been informed that some 
pretty incredible items will be on 
offer including a 4.2-1itre Weslake- 
headed Rover V8 and a 130 bhp 
‘Amal carbed Mini engine to name 
but two. 
@ Ted and Ken Moore, of Ranid 
Movements, were seen doing 
their own rapid movements last 
week up at Oulton Park where the 


father and son tried out Matt 
Spitziey's Formula Atlantic March 
which they of course support 
While the lap times weren't 
Quick, they certainly enjoyed 
themselves. 


@ An interesting runner in the 
Formula Ford race at Croft re- 
cently was Graham Shaw in his 
home-built Geten GDB4 featuring 
a wooden body. 


This Grand Prix ashtray 
actual! 


made from @ Ford Cosworth DFV pi 
raced during the 1974 Fl season. Priced at £4.96, it makes an 


ideal Christmas gift and is available from Motormedia Publications, 


Studio, Claremont Avenue, Esher, Surrey. 


© In our story last week about 
Jean-Pierre Beltolse’s recent 
‘circuit safety inspections, we a! 
sure that the Frenchman wi 
referring to. the Anderstorp 
circuit in Sweden as being able 
to stage a Grand Prix and aot, 
as L'Equipe had stated, the tiny 
Karlskoga track. 


@ We've been informed by the 
‘Oxford Air Training School (CSE) 
that the engine fitted to Teddy 
Savory's Bell Jetranger 2. heli- 
copter (in our recent Modus 
story) was in fact a 420 hp 
Shaft turbine Allison unit and 
not the Lycoming as mentioned. 
Apologies for the faux pas. 


@ As well as running a wo 
car Lota Formula At team 
next year for Tom Kiausler 

Bul O'Connor, American Lola 
mporter Carl Hass will also run 
2 two-car team of 
Letas for Craig Hilt and George 


© Mike Kranefuss, Ford Cologne's 
competition manager, told us last 
week that his ever faithful team 
Griver Dierer Glemser (who is a 
rose grower by trade) has quit 
active motor racing after his un- 
fortunate incident in Macau last 
week. 


© Following the successful pilot 


tor sport programme on the 
London commercial station 
LBC recently comes news 


that it is now to become a per- 
manent fixture, Initially it will be 
a 10 minute slot between 12.15 
and 12.30 am during the Stuart 
Francis Nightflight — programme. 
Anyone with snippets of news 
and results of Information should 
‘phone Peter Bryant at LBC (O1- 
353 1010) after 10.30 pm on 
Monday nights, LBC is on 417 
metres medium wave, 


@ We have heard that following 
her recent electrifying tour of 
North America’ where she 
played to near-capacity audience: 
Italy's F5000 starlet, Lelia Lom: 
bardi, has been offered @ ride 
next ‘year's Indianapolis 500 tn. 
USAC Eagle, It is believed she 
turned it down, 


© The former team manager of 
the American Chuck Jones F5000 
racing team, Mike Hall, will be 
contesting the forthcoming Tas 
man series with a pair of F500 
Lola 7332s. Hall, who has been 
the US West Coast distributor 
for the Australian Elfin cars, will 
drive one of the Lolas, while it 
is expected to see a local ace 
take charge of the second. 


By Barry Foley 


RIGHT, IVEGOT ANICE SURPRISE FOR 
<_YOU- \"Ag01We, TOUSE 


THE SEASONS PRIZE MONEY ANOWE ARE 
GOING TQHAVE AN ENDOF YEAR BEANO - NOW 


© Autosport 1974 
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It takes heart to 
be a winner. 


~ Congratulations to all the 
winners of the 


1974 CASTROL MOTORSPORT 
_ CHAMPIONSHIPS 


The winning cars. The winning bikes. The winning drivers and riders 
like Adrian Boyd, Will Sparrow, Chris Sclater, Barrie Williams, Peter Hanson, 
Andy Rouse, Roy Lane, Chris Cramer, Clive Skilton, Barry Sheene, Stan 
Woods-Castrol’s behind them, heart and soul. 

Forthe past 75 years, Castrol has been playinga 
dominant role in almost branch of British motor 
sport-including of course, 
Anniversary Touring Championship. 

Ask the driver he riders. Castrol’s the high 

performer-with heart. 


Now more than ever you need HIGH PERFORMANGE MOTOR OL 
the high performer with heart. “ 


his year’s Castrol 
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Indianapolis 1972 and Johnny Rutherford’s Eagle overtakes Walther's McLaren MIGA. 


PROFILE 


Johnny Rutherford: USAC’s 
Jekyll and Hyde gentleman 


by EOIN YOUNG 


‘There Is an oll painting of veteran driver, 
Don Branson, hanging in the foyer of the 
USAC offices on West 16th Street across 
the railway tracks from the Speedway. The 
unusual thing about the painting is that the 
‘artist was Johnny Rutherford, fastest’ man 
round Indianapolis in the history of the Speed- 
way at a whisker short of 200 miles an hour 
and winner of the famous "S00" this year 
driving @ McLaren. 

‘The old European picture of an Indy racer 
was a hard-bitien, hard-charger, chewing the 
stub of a cigar and spitting cinders. That's 
Rot the picture of Johny Rutherford. At the 
Presentation of the 1974 Ferodo ‘Trophy to 
the McLaren team in London, Rutherford 
mingled ‘with the crowd at the Dorchester 
exciting almost disappointed comment that 
he didn't “look” like an American speed- 
way racer, The fact that Rutherford was 
able fo melt into the Dorchester set is some 
indication of his modest manner. Outside the 
racing car he's as gentle as the guy next 
door, Maybe gentler. He seems to have a 
tiger switch that activates when he slides into 
the cockpit. 

Don Branson gave the young Rutherford 
a lot of support when he first started racing 
and when Branson was killed in a midget 
crash in 1966, Rutherford pained the 
portrait as a tribute. That's the real Ruther. 
ford. Or one of the real Rutherfords. He lives 
in Fort Worth, Texas, with his wife Betty, 
son Johnny IV’ (6) and daughter Angela Ann 
aged 3. And a garage full of motorcycles. 
If there is one thing he likes better than 
What he has been doing for his reputation 
at Indianapolis the last couple of seasons, 
W's trail riding one of his stable of Kawasak 
‘on @ ranch outside Fort Worth for hours 
‘on end and camping overnight in bis motor- 


10 


home to do it all again the next day. 
igainst the uncertain future of 
1g he has established a Kawasaki 
dealership in Fort Worth. He also has an 
advertising agency there. There was a time 
when Rusherford thought he might never make 
it to the point where he could even contem- 
plate retirement. 

He was born on March 12, 1938, in Coffey- 
ville, Kansas, and when he was 21 he had 
his first race in a modified stock car at the 
Devil's Bowl Speedway in Dallas. In 1960 
he was racing sprint cars and by 1963 he 
was in USAC’ Championship cars and 
NASCAR stock cars. He first came to 
Indianapolis in 1963 to drive a front-engined 
Watson roadster with an offset engine. The 
car had been crashed and straightened and 
had apparently Jost its edge in the jig: it 
was apparent that Rutherford was just going 
to miss making the field. On the very last 
day of qualifying he walked down the line 
of cars to a roadster similar to his own but 
42 year or two older. Two or three drivers had 
failed to put it in the field. Rutherford was 
given a chance and in 13 laps with the car 
he tad qualified 26th in the fleld of 33. It 
was 10 be his lowest qualifying spot in 
11 Indy starts although ironically he started 
25th through a quirk of qualifying regula- 
tions cis year and came through to win 

Rutherford was to gain a reputation as a 
front runner who was never going to stay 
Tong enough to collect the money. He achieved 
the novel distinction of having earned over 
$100,000 at Indianapolis in 10 years with- 
out finishing the race once! 

His first "500" ended with transmission 
failure after only 43 laps. He was becoming 
established in sprint car racing in 1964 and 
in 1965 he came on strong to win seven 


Johnny Rutherford with his Indianapolis 600 
winners trophy 


races and become the National Sprint Car 
Champion. “I was on my way," says Ruther: 
ford thinking back to the end of 1965 when 
he really did think he was aimed at the 
big time. “I had won the sprint car title 
and I had a first class ride for the next 
Season, I started with No I on the car and 
we raced at Reading, Pa, but someone had 
neglected to put rear end lubricant in the 
thing and we didn’t get to run. The second 
race of the season was at Eldora Park Spee: 

way in Rossburg, Ohio. It’s a half-mile ti 
bank dirt track and at one time I held 
record there getting round it in 17.92 
Mario Andrei was my. team mate for this 
race. I had the new car and he had the car 
I won the championship in, In the race I 
wes just kind of running along in about 
7th place trying to sort out some bugs 
in the handling, and Mario passed me for 
| position coming out of the second turn. 
Eldora is notorious for rocks that work to 
the surface in the spring and Marlo picked 
up a rock that hk me right between the 
eyes. It knocked me out, the car hooked a 
rut in the dirt and started flipping. It flicked 
up and over the guardrail and out of the 
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race wrack.” Rutherford's flailing arms were 
both broken in the multiple flip and he was 


nine major operations on his right arm to 
save it from amputation. He still favours the 
arm but disguises its lack of mobility. The 
1967 Indianapolis 500 was his next race after 


1970 he emerged once again as a man ¢o 
watch. He was on his way once more, five 
years after the first time. He was shaded for 

Indy in 1970 by Al Unser who 


four laps—it they'd been running side by 
side for those 10 miles Unser would have 
crossed the famous line of bricks just 24 feet 
in front of Rutherford. The margin was one- 
thousandth of a mile an hour! Johnny's first 
qualifying lap of 171.135 mph was the fastest 
officially timed lap at the track that year. It 
was the closest’ margin in the history of 
the Speedway! Rutherford ran second to 
Unser until the first pit stop but the clutch 
failed and he stalled the engine pulling away 
from this pit and that dropped him from 
contention 

Rutherford says the doesn’t brake on a 
fast lap of the Speedway and maintains that 
he didn't brake with the big front-engined 
roadster either. “I don’t think I'm @ lot dif- 
ferent to any of the others who go very 
fast round Indy. 1 honestly don’t use any 
brakes. I'll touch them maybe going down the 
straightaway to make sure the pucks are 
‘out against the rotors so that you don’t have 
‘a long push on the pedal. Going that fast. 
‘split-second timing means a great deal. If 
you've got to push the pedal a distance and 
[Bot everything out and working, it could 
mean tagging somebody as close as we run 
‘at those speeds... 

‘At dinner one night before an Indy rac 
Rutherford was regailing the table with a 
‘story about the "Jesus Pedal" on his road- 
sters. "We had a footrest beside the brake 
pedal on the roadster to save resting your 
foot on the brake or having to hold it up 
which can get uncomfortable over 500 miles. 
Tk served the purpose of something to kind 
of feel like you were putting the brakes on 
rather than using the brakes themselves. Tt 
‘was a psychological thing, I guess. The pedal 
got its name "because that's what you were 
saying when you were pressing like hell on 
the footrest and fighting the temptation to 
dab the brakes on a fast lap 
Feswa 0? 

In 1973" Rutherford signed to partner 
Peter Revson in the Gulf-McLaren team 
‘on the USAC ‘trail, starting strongly with a 
‘sensational series of record-smashing laps 
round the Speedway that will probably stand 
‘as all-time records at Indianapolis. He took 
the one-lap record at 199.071 mph and the 
four-lap record at 198.413 mph to sit proudly 
fon the pole and reflected how long it had 
taken him ¢o get there. 

“When you go with a new team it nor- 
mally takes a year to get the lines of com- 
‘munication established, the second year you 
may produce and the third year you may 
be winners. We were winners the first year 
‘and everything came together. As far as I'm 
concerned it couldn't have happened better 
if Td been weiting my own script... ." 

Rutherford soldiered through the days of 
waiting as the 1973 "500" was delayed 


ally come ninth, dejected after the race had 
been red-flagged at 133 laps and Johnoock 
declared the winner after more accidents and 
rain. It was the first time he had been 
still around at the finish of an Indy 509 in 

10 years of trying. But ninth place after 
being twice black flagged for spraying fuel 
‘soured the elation of the new track records. 
1974 would bring back the sweet taste of 
‘success. 

‘There were Rutherford wins in a qualifying 
race-at Ontario and in the final USAC race 
at Michigan International Speedway but 
there seemed to be something slightly askew 
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in team relationships. Johnny was super 
quick and had records to prove i, but he 
appeared to have difficulty in keeping every- 
thing pointed the right way for the duration 
of a race, Was it the Texan or was it the 
car? Naturally enough, Johnny reckons it 
was the ‘ar and he has his 1974 score to 
back his opinion. “The 1973 car just had 
something about it that was a little bit off, 
T think. It was something that was designed 
into the car—we could get very close to it 
fon occasions with a particular set-up to 
make the car feel like it was going to do 
a good job, but we never quite got there.” 

Winter work by designer Gordon Coppuck 
brought a revision of the rear suspension 
geometry and the set of the rear wing which 
made the car more comfortable to drive. 
Tyler Alexander, in charge of the USAC 
Programme this year, said the changes made 
the car more controliable and gave the driver 
more confidence. This extra ounce of con- 
fidence was all that Rutherford needed. It 
was a similar type of modification that Cop- 
puck made in mid-season to the Formula 1 
Texaco-Mariboro M23 and after Emerson 
Fittipaldi first tried it, the announced that 
they had a chance of winning the World 
‘Championship. 

Rutherford felt this same stab of certainty 
with the USAC car for 1974, “It sounds 
kind of corny to look back now and say sure 
I knew I was going to win and it was easy, 
but I did. Even starting in 25th position back 
on the ninth row, I had that feeling and that 
feeling hasn't lec 'me down yet. I have always 
bad that sort of feeling before a victory 
I knew I only had one obstacle to overcome 
and that was A. J—and when I could see 
him at the end of the straightway it took 
me three laps to get on his bumper and I 
knew he wouldn't be any trouble. 1 went 
from 25th to third in 12 laps. That speaks 
for itself. The car was so fantastic that I 
could do whatever I wanted and get the 
job done comfortably.” 

Rutherford had fallen foul of the small 
print at Indianapolis and because he was 
25 minutes late taking his place in the quali- 
fying lineup after an engine change in the 
morning he lost bis chance at pole position, 
‘A. J. Foyt qualified this Coyote on pole at 
1.632 mph and when Rutherford eventu- 
ally got to run tis four laps he averaged 
190.446 mph which would normally have put 
him beside Foyt on the front row, When he 
had Foyt in his sights soon after the start 
he felt sure he had the race won. 

‘Johnny won at Milwaukee and went on to 
win the Pocono 500 becoming the first driver 
ever 0 win two of the three classic 500- 
milers in one.season, but it was Bobby Unser 
in the works Eagle who eventually won the 
USAC championship this year. Rutherford 
says it would thave been a nice feather in the 
team's cap to have won the USAC Cham- 
pionstrip in the same season as the two 500s, 
But on balance he feels that winning In- 
dianapolis meant a great deal more than win- 
ning the Championstvip. “Hopefully every- 


‘one knows who won the Indy 500 but unless 
they're racing fans, very few people would 
Know tue, Bobby “wes che national cham- 

Rutherford's Indy win brought the pres- 
tige that the McLaren men have been aiming 
for since they first went to the Speedway to 
be tricked by its myths and legends in 1970. 
Coppuck’s MI6 wedge design in 1971 was 
to dominate the tack that had spooked 
them a year earlier. In 1971 Peter Revson 
pur the new car on the pole and finished 
Second in the race, In 1972 Revson quali- 
fied second fastest and Mark Donohue won 
in the Penske MI6. In 1973 Rutherford star- 
ted from pole but faded in the race, coming 
back to win in 1974, 

"After Bruce McLaren's death a few days 
after the 1970 “ 500," McLaren Racing passed 
into the control of’ Teddy Mayer, Phil Kerr 
and Tyler Alexander with the "Americans 
Mayer and Alexander pushing the Indiana- 
polis programme and CanAm initially while 
Kerr concentrated on Formula 1. 

Since the McLaren CanAm withdrawal, 


says 
Personally, I don’t know how 
he manages to keep it up. After Pocono this 
year he looked as though he was ready for 
a"Year's rest_ in’ a. sanatorium, He's been 
Covering the three Formula 1 cars in Europe 
and the USAC effort in the States... he's 
really done a fantastic job vo keep up’ with 
everything. 1 feel he did a. wise thing this 
year in delegating the USAC effort to Tyler, 
Tyler is a super guy. I's amazing, but we 
just seem to hit 1 off, he knows ‘what I'm 
trying £0 say and I know what he's. trying 
to say. We work together very well. 1 don't 
know of any situation I'd rather be in than 
Working ‘with these guys, the way’ they 
handle everything. A great’ deal of the suc: 
cess of the USAC team this year has been 
due to Tyler, his wtitude and his diligence. 
Everything has’ worked out perfectly, 
"The MeLaren team is a really professional 
organization, the people that work for the 
team are totally ‘dedicated, totally protes- 


engine trouble this year. It's the old story 
“To finish first you must first finish’ and 
that’s paid off for us. Everything has worked 
‘out according £0 the plans we've been able to 
lay. You can make a lot of plans but really 
when you go to the race track you have Plan 


A. Plan Band Plan C and you have to have 
the capabitity of switching the action. Teddy 
and Tyler have been in racing long enough 
to know that you can't go with a set plan 
and if something breaks then just park it 
‘and forget it. They're able to cope with any 
situation and this moans a lot. i means 
winning the Indianapolis 500 and the Grand 
Prix World Championship in the same sum- 
mer, anyway... .” 


Four years after their first attempt, Rutherford brought McLaren their victory. 


" 


Road test 


by John Bolster 


The pronounced wedge shape of the new 242 


The latest from Maranello: 
Ferrari Dino 308 GT 2+2 


The Ferrari Dino 246 GT was the car which 
most sporting drivers would prefer to own. 
In spite of a price which, though not high for 

machine of this calibre, Is quite consider. 
able sum, the Dino has been a best-seller 
‘among thoroughbred sports cars. The announce. 


The bonnet is very short and the screen steeply raked. 


Bertone styled bodyshell (s strikingly angularcompared with the superseded 2-seater. 


of a new Dino 

everybody has 

asking whether or not it can really be better 
far we have all loved 


thanks to my trusting friends at Maranello 
Concessionaires, T can state that the new car 
is actually better in every important respect 
than che 246, unlikely though that may seem. 
This Is not just a face-lift but an entirely 
new design, built on experience gained with 
che earlier car but far from being a copy. 

Let us examine the specification. The steel 
frame is constructed of oval and square tubes, 

cinforced by the floor pan and the steel body 
shell, which owes its shape to Bertone's 
artistry. Here a great change Is at once 
apparent, for while the earlier car war strictly 
@ two-seater, the 308 is a 2 + 2. As the 
‘wheelbase has only been increased by 7.7 ins, 
the extra space has been found by moving the 
driver and front passenger forward. In spite 
Of ¢his, the body has a much shorter nose 
and tail so the length is only 3.3 ins greater, 
though there is still a useful little luggage boot 
behind the engine. 

As for the new rear seats, the left one is 
quite practical if the front passenger sits well 
forward but the one behind the driver is 
strictly for a small child, The front boot is 
occupied by the radiator, fans, and narrow 
spare wheel and tyre—I ‘suppose you either 
throw the muddy one away or drop it in 
mother-in-law's lap! 

For real roadholding, wishbone suspension 
seems to be indispensable and the Ferrari has 
it both ends, with hefty pressed-steel links 
and anti-roll bars. The front uprights are on 
all joints, steered by rack and pinion, the 
drive to the rear hubs going through Birfield 
Rzeppa constant-velocity driveshafts, the inner 
‘ones absorbing the plunging motion. Servo- 
assisted ventilated disc brakes are outboard. 
mounted all round, with 104 ins front and 
103 ins rear discs; the Campagnolo magnesium 
alloy wheels carry 205/70 VR 14 tyres. 

Like the 12-cylinder Ferraris, the V8 engine 
Is of light alloy with wet liners. It has the 
same bore and stroke as its larger sisters, 
giving a capacity of 2926 cc, with cylinder 
banks set st 90 deg. With four twin-choke 
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downdraught Weber carburetters, the power 
output is 250 bhp DIN at 7,700 rpm, compared 
with 195 bhp at 7,600 rpm for the 246, so 
the slight weight Increase does not matter. 
The two valves per cylinder are inclined at 
48 deg and operated by twin overhead cam 
shafts through piston-type tappets, which have 
their clearances set with Fiat interchangeable 
biscuit shims. The camshafts are driven by 
toothed belts, with a primary gear reduction 
to allow large driving pulleys to be used 

‘The clutch is mounted on the flywheel, 
driving the gearbox through what the French 
0 artistically term a cascade of pinions. These 
three gears live in their own housing and 
drive the two-sbaft gear cluster, which is 
situated In an extension of the engine sump 
but with a division to allow different types 
Of ofl to be used for power unit and trans- 
mission, The final drive is by helical-toothed 
Spar wheels, the engine being mounted trans- 
versely just behind the rear seats and ahead 
of the driveshafts, which are parallel with the 
crankshaft, Air scoops for the engine are 
neatly blended into the body panels behind 
the rear windows, the twin fuel tanks being 
just ahead of the rear wheels. 

Bertone’s body, which is built by Scaglietti, 
hasan entirely’ different shape from the 
Pininfarina shell on the 246. The very short 
bonnet and the far forward position of the 
steeply raked screen are unusual and the 
angular treatment contrasts with the curves 
‘of the 2-seater. Nevertheless, the general 

is both pleasing and function: 

ght of that low, red projectile in the 

people to move over smartly. 

‘easy to enter through the wid 
doors, the all-round view being excellent. 
new ‘steering wheel has no spoke that can 


obscure the rev-counter, so there is no excuse 
for over-revving. After two pumps on the 


accelerator pedal, the engine starts at once 
from cold, without using the choks, and soon 
idles evenly. 

The character of the engine Is completely 
different from that of the earlier V8, for 
whereas the six had Httle torque, the ‘eight 
Is all torque. The 246 relied on the driver to 
keep stirring the gearlever but the 308 is 
flexible beyond belief and can be driven all 
day in fourth and fifth gears if desired. Even 
‘at 2000 rpm there is plenty of punch, but the 
short-stroke unit will spin up to its peak 
revs of 7,700 whenever required. 

The 308 feels more potent altogether than 
the 246 and its acceleration figures at high 
speeds are considerably better. Nevertheless, 
T' found it quite difficult to beat the 0-60 
‘time of the earlier car. I think that this was 
Decause first gear is out to the left opposite 
reverse, s0 one has to come through the gate 
fand forward for second. I never got a first-to- 
second change that entirely satisfied me, the 
gearbox tending to resist very rapid handling 
though behaving well during normal driving. 
At this time of year, too, the roads are never 
really dry, wheelspin being a problem at 
the getaway though the traction was outstand- 


Whenever possible, I time cars in both 
directions over a measured distance, which 
is the most accurate way of determining the 
maximum speed. In this case, i was not 
convenient to follow that routine but I was 
‘able to reach 7,700 rpm in fifth gear. which 
is the red mark on the rev-counter dial. By 
calculation, it would appear that this is 
equivalent to just over 160 mph and I was 
able to check the rev-counter for accuracy. 
T think, therefore, that it would be fair to 
call the 308 a 160 mph car, or a little more 
if one were willing to over-rev briefly. It's 
very surprising how the car continues to 
‘accelerate in fifth gear when approaching its 
maximum speed, proving that the body has 
‘an efficient shape. 

‘The Ferrari is marvelously steady at high 
speeds and is remarkably stable in gusty 
winds, which is by no means always the case 
with mid-engined cars. The cornering power 
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Blasting up a wooded hillside the Dino displays its precision handling, 


seems even higher than that of the 246, the 
‘Characteristic tending towards under-stecring, 
though this Is not excessive. The steering is 
never heavy and gives just the right amount 
of feel, though the curning circle on full lock 
is rather large. Perhaps the roadholding on 
wet surfaces is the most outstanding feature 
Of the 308. It does not feel any larger chan 
the previous Dino to handle, though the 
interior width gives room for the wildest 
driver to wave his elbows to his hear's 
content, 

The brake pedal and accelerator are well 
arranged for heel and toe while the hand 
brake, operating in its own little drums, 
holds’ the car well on steep gradients. The 
ventilated disc brakes are powerful and stand 
up well to hard driving, with no sign of 
incipient fading. However, it is rather easy to 
lock the front wheels during hard braking on 
wet or gritty roads. The rear braking circuit 
has a control valve that is sensitive to 


suspension height and perhaps a little adjust: 
ment at this point was indicated. It's easy 
to tell if the front wheels are starting to lock 
because one sits so close to them that a 
characteristic" zip-zip-rip” sound can be 
heard, the brakes never pull to one side. 

‘As a clever compromise, the ride is just 
about perfect, giving a suggestion of the taut 
Suspension of @ competition car yet soaking 
up bad bumps most satisfactorily. Again, 
the seats afford the firm location that is 50 
necessary for fast cornering while being 
Soft enough to give a feeling of luxury. There 
is a welcome absence of that pitching move- 
ment to which some mid-engined cars are 
addicted. Certainly, this Ferrari would be a 
most comfortable and untiring car for long 
journeys, 

‘The machine is by no means silent but it 
is perhaps the quietest Ferrari yet. Such 
‘sounds as there are would be missed by the 
cothusiast if they were not present, but they 
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Come. And Go. 


Come to Maranello, and go for a test drive in the new Ferrari 308. 


fe ore the sole UK C On 


We 
MARANELLO CONCESSIONAIRES LTD. 
Tower Service Station, Egham By-pass, Surrey. 
Telephone: Egham 6222. 


DICK LOVETT 


(SPECIALIST CARS LTD.) 
Agents for Porsche, Ferrari Dino and Lancia 


errari 


New Ferrari 308 Dino. Choice of colours, For immediate 


BRANDON MOTORS LTD 


QUALITY AUTOMOBILE CONSULTANTS 


delivery. Demonstration car available, 

FAIRWATER HOUSE, HIGH STREET, 

WROUGHTON, NR SWINDON, WILTS 
(2 miles from M4—Junction 16) 


Tel: Wroughton (STO 0793) 812387 


RUSSELL MOTORS LTD 


1037 LONDON ROAD, THORNTON HEATH 
TEL: 01-684 2659 anytime 


'M reg DINO SPYDER, Yellow, 
173 


Liti~~o- 308's Choice of Colour ex-stock 


The new Ferrari 308 V8 2+2. Demonstrations by 
appointment. We specialise in the tuning and servicing of 
Ferrari including complete engine diagnosis on Sun 
Electronic Tuner and full performance testing on the Sun 
Rolling Road. 


10.000 

Seat covers snd a 
MASERATI MISTRALE 
PORSCHE CARRERA RST, 1873. Sunroot, White 
ASTON MARTIN DBE MK I. Auto PAS. Olive 


BRANDON - NEAR COVENTRY 
Tel: WOLSTON (STD 020-335) 2285-6 


Ferrari DINO DISTRIBUTORS FOR WARWICKSHIRE 


WE SPECIALISE IN SERVICING & REPAIRING 
COMPETITIVE PRICES — TRY US! ! 
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= are never obtrusive. The traditional Ferrari 
- ee exhaust note is absent, for only six or twelve 
Cylinders can make that musical scund, ‘but 
the lower pitch of this V8 la deep and satisty- 
ing. ‘Apart from the exhaust and the transfer 
gears, the machinery runs. very quietly, the 
Rew ‘camshalt drive deleting. another source 
of noise. 

Toe retractable headlamps rise automatically 
as soon as they are switched on. Though 
there are four of them, they were not powerful 
enough tc. allow the full performance to. be 
exploited at night. 1 think that the lamps of 
the test car had been adjusted to point down 
too ‘much towards, the road, however. ‘The 
heating Is effective but T was at first shocked 
to observe. that there were no eyeball venti- 
lntors on a separate fresh-air circuit. Twas 
zlad to find that the aerodynamics were such 
that if the driver's window were lowered t0 
leave a gap, successful ventilation was achieved 
without “any wind nolse. ‘The test car. was 
itted ‘with refrigerated air conditioning. but T 
had no oceasion to use this 

inspite of its. greeter performance, the 
ino is. perhaps more economical than Ks 
predecessor. T'would, suggest 18, mpg as & 
Tikely figure, with 17 mpg for really hard 
driving or over 20 mpg Ila police car has 
Been “spotted, ‘There is no doubt thatthe 
~ fFeduced gearchanging a once gives improved 
sors. Interior c Snsumption Mgures, the outstanding torque 

and flexibility of the engine encouraging the 
driver to make less and lear use of the DOx. 
Though it'ls Just about the ultimate in sports 
earn, the 308 GTA is completely practical at a 
Stsinessman's express or even a. town 
Carriage. Its delightful to. drive and worehy 
St bearing that most famous name. 


Easy entry to the cockpit Is provided by th 


the boot Is sensibly shaped; Below: the transv 


alloy VB ts a tight fit 
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Elf — firmly 
committed to 
motor sport 


‘Company policy lays down that Elf personnel 
‘must remain anonymous in their independent 
dealings with the press. 


Elf, the French Government- 
owned petrol company, is one 
of the best established and 
serious sponsors in Formula 1 
motor racing. Since they first 
entered the arena in 1967, Elf 
have had more than their fair 
share of success, mainly due to 
that incredible combination of 
Jackie Stewart/Ken Tyrrell. In 
Paris recently the head of their 
racing department explained to 
the European Editor, Patrick 
McNally, why they intend to 
continue their support of For- 
mula 1 and Formula 2 at a time 
when other sponsors are pulling 
out. 


How were your plans affected by the recent 
‘oil crisis and the current problems in industry 
in general? 

I think companies have to keep cool heads 
‘when things like this happen. 1 don’t think 
that any important plans are affected; on the 
contrary, we are drilling more than ever. 
Cartain projects—the development of refineries 
in Southern France have been temporarily 
Postponed because they were joint ventures 
with other major companies like BP, and we 
thought it wise to take stock of the current 
situation. We are very much involved in 
natural gas—we have large flelds in the south 
of France, Canada and the North Sea, and 
fe just discovered one of the biggest gas 
fields ever at Kangan in Iran. 


the precise relationship between Elf 
Freach Government? 

is company ts 100% owned by the Govern. 
ment—but the relationship and involvement 
is only at top level. Members of the State are 
on the Council and decide general policy. 
However, for current operations we run our 
business ‘like any otver company. We have no 
special tax agreements of privileges, Renault, 
Which Is state owned, is in a similar situation: 


How many petrol stations have you in France 
and what is your share of the market—does 
the UK fit into your future plans? 
Wve 5,000 stations in France which give 
Of the market. Our associate com- 
Pany, “Antar, have 6,000 outlets which 
‘account for a further 10%. We have a lot of 
sources of gas and petrol in the Swedish and 
British zones of the North Sea, so it is likely 
we will expand into the UK. We have recently 
taken over the VIP network in the UK, and 
fare currently negotiating with another ‘com- 
Pany. Through motor racing we have achieved 
remarkable amount of brand awareness in 
both the UK and Germany. Elf employ 20,000 
People including the chemical divisions, 


How and why did Elf get into motor racing? 
When our company first struck oil in the 
Sahara, the Government bought, or made 
agreements with, a lot of smaller companies 
to sell that oil under the banner of Elf. At that 
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time there was a lot of crude oil about. 

We made a study before we 
trade mark in France in 1967. Our research 
polls showed us that our prospective custo- 
mers would be younger. living in large com- 
munities, and middle 


, 


‘class—in fact 


important 
the sport, were pulling out; while at home, 
Total had never become involved. Therefore 
Sxere was an obvious opening for us. 

We then studied both forms of motor sport 
—racing and rallying At that time Alpine 
were involved with rallying with help from 
Shel! and had strong links with Renault. On 


Matra and announced a very ambitious four- 
year programme—which caused some wry 
‘smiles at the time. Our targets were: to win 
x2 F3 Championship in 1967 and construct 
and test an Fl engine (in conjunction with 
Matra), the second year we wanted to win in 
F2 and start in Fl, third year to win FI 
Championship. and the fourth year Le Mans. 
We vory nearly made it with the exception of 
Le Mans. Matra succeeded in the 24 Hours 
the following year. You will remember, that 
Pescarolo won everything in F3 in ‘67, Jean- 
Pierre Beltoise won the European F2 Cham- 
Pionship the following year while Jackie 
Stewart almost won the World Championship 
in the Matra MS10—he finished second to 
Hill. In 1969 Jackts Stewart won the Cham- 
pionship in the Matra-Ford, and Johnny 
Servoz-Gayin won the European F2 Cham. 
pionship. 

The last year, 1970, was very difficult: 
Matra had made an agreement with Simca, 
this was awkward for us, as we had a sub- 
stantial trading agreement with Renault 
became impossible. To add to our 
Jackie Stewart and Ken Tyrrell 
because they were not confident the VIZ 
engine was competitive at that stage. It was 
a very black year for us At the end of the 
year we opened our options with Matra, 
because of our sporting and trading agree- 
ments with Renault, 

Do you feel you get value out of your FI 
involvement, and what exactly is your rela- 
tionship with the Tyrrell organisation? 
Yes we think we get a lot from Fl. We were 
lucky because the Stewart/Tyrrell combina- 
tion was very, very successful. We won three 
Championship, two second places, and a third 
place—Scheckter—in six years. However, we 
do not sponsor races themselves or buy space 
on advertising hoardings as we feel that motor 
races do not attract by large a sufficient pub- 
ic, compared for example with football. What- 
ever o:ganisers ‘with the exception of 
Monza, Nurburgring and Le Mans, the usual 
GP attendance is in the region of 50,000. The 
important thing therefore is what is trans- 
mitted by the mass media. The colour scheme 
of the Tyrrell was designed specially for TV— 
1 was in the cinema business before so I 
knew that the only colours that show up 
well are white on black or blue on white. 
Hence the Fl car is dark blue and the F2 
cars are black. It is also important to be a 
front runner. We have a two-year agreement 
with Ken Tyrrell—the retainer is lower than 
Ken would have liked, but ft is linked to a 
very attractive bonus scheme—wice the usual 
amount paid by a major sponsor. 

‘We have a special two-year deal with 
Jackie Stewart now that he is out of racing. 
Jackie ts perfectly into our plans—e is 
‘smart marketing as far as we are concerned. 
We like to work with real professionals. 

Our plans for next year are the same as this 

season. Ken plans to run two cars for Jody 
and Patrick. 
Does the fact that Jody Schekter is South 
African cause you any promotional difficulties 
‘there seems to be a ridiculous bias against 
South Africans in other sports? 


elected to take Depailler. Because of Depail- 
ler's motor cycle accident last year he missed 
‘the two final races last season, and is only 
now really fit again. Ken thinks’ that there is 
‘a lot more to come from Depailler. 


Do you think that you are getting a real bene 
fie out. of ‘your considerable. involvement. In 
F2, ‘and will you concentrate as much om this 
formula next season? 

Formula Two for us 1s wo things: t ts an 
Kdzal stopping sone to Fl, and it sa totally 
Independent formula of racing—not a cheaper 
form of Fl like F2 used tobe. We had five 
Contracted  deivers in F2. this’ past. season, 
and hope to have te same next year, At the 
moment the only driver. definiely ‘contracted 
fr Patrick Tambay who. will drive for March. 
If ail goer well we should be running two 
Aloines, two Marches and a Martini—all with 
BMW works or Schnitzer engines. We wa 
the formula strong and competitive 1 think 
Renault will want to come tnto F2 with thelr 
Powerful VB engine which is ideally sulted 0 
fils formula. We are currently considering fhe 
Possibility of a Trophy de France F2) with 
Prenty” of Fi ‘drivers -participating—perhaps 
in 1976. ‘This would constet of ‘five or ten 
Qualifying races with top line ‘drivere—a lot 
Of "competition, FI-alone is not enough, 
What are your long term -objectives in FI? 
To try and find a driver as good ‘as Covert. 


with Eurovision and Mondovision. 300,000,000 
to 600,000,000 people saw races like ‘the 
Monaco GP. We use Fl to promote brand 
‘awareness—F2 for marketing. We are in 


continuity. A circuit lke Paul Ricard could 
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Doyou still believe one brake lining 
i is as good as another? 


Grand Prix drivers don’t. 

Every World Champion for the last 
fourteen years has relied on Ferodo disc 
brake pads. 

At 180 m.p.h., braking has a lot to do with 
trust. There’s no margin for error. So it helps 
to know your right foot won’t make one. 

And the experience we gain racing, is in 
every box of Ferodo brake linings and disc 
brake pads. Brake linings and disc brake pads 
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‘A cool calm and confident approach brought Patrick Depailler the European F2 Championship in 


FORMULA 2 SEASONAL SURVEY 
Depailler’s elation 
and Stuck’s deflation 


By CHRIS WITTY 


‘The French have come to monopolise Formula 2 ever since the inception of the European 
Championship eight years ago. Last year Jean-Pierre Jarier became the third Frenchman to 
win the title driving a works March-BMW, while this year has seen an almost identical 
performance from Patrick Depailler, once agsin in s works March-BMW. 

In some respects, Depailler's coveted, and well won, title may have surprised many people 
who were honestly expecting certain young hard-charging German by the name of Hans- 
Joachim Stuck to continue the Jarier steamroller domination of Formula 2 in the same 
aggressive and arrogant style which became the Parisian’s trademark. But it didn’t quite happen 
like that. True, Stuck initially started the season in tremendous soul-destroying fashion taking 
his works March-BMW to’ crushing victories in the first. two European Championship 
races. Being a protégé of Jochen Neerpasch, Competitions Manager of BMW, it seemed that 
the championship was a foregone conclusion. Stuck had to be the boy. He'd have the engines, 
‘and the best ones at that, and March and Goodyear would have no option but ¢o provide him 
With the very best in chassis and tyres. 

However, that's exactly what some Frenchmen were thinking and determined to prove 
otherwise. That's one reason why Patrick Depailler, who'd come quite close to F2 success in 
the past, was taken from his French womb at Alpine and given the second vacant works F2 
March drive alongside Stuck but sponsored by Elf. The German might be the blue eyed boy 
of BMW but given more or less the same equipment, Depailler's temperament and smooth 
Griving style, coupled with his cool, calculated approach to the matter in hand, won out in the 
‘end. It was evident that with him becoming a fully tledged member of the Tyrrell Grand Prix 
team, he had matured almost overnight Into a consistent race winner. 

‘On the other hand If you think that the works March-BMWs had it all their own way, 
then you're pleasantly mistaken. It was a three-horse race for the championship and such 
were the changes of fortune for these drivers during the season that It wasn’t until the final 
race in Rome that everything was decided in Depailler’s favour. The thorn in the works Marches 
side was In fact another March. It was also another Frenchman and more than that, his 
Performances over the year, coupled with his entry into Grand Prix racing through the Frank 
Williams team, finally turned him into a fully matured driver. His name was Jacques Henri 
Laffite, last year's French Formula 3 champion and quite an experienced veteran at that 
Running once again in the BP (France) racing colours, Laffite only triumphed once, compared 
to the four wins apiece of Depailler and Stuck, but his’ consistent placings kept him in the ball 
park almost until the bitter end. 

It was a much closer fought championship than the last, and consequently more interesting. 
It was also far more straightforward contest than last year. Gone were the “B” races 
and we were left with 10 events from an original schedule of 14. The only sad note 
was the lack of British participation and the contemptuous disregard by virtually everyone for 
the faithful Ford engine in favour of the costlier German BMW. 


his works Elf backed March-BMW. 


It all began towards the end of last year 
when March Engineering started thelr success 
ful sales campaign, having cashed in on the 
success of Jarier. Customers for 1974 would 
have a similar car to that which the works 
¢eam had used in 1973 but with subtle changes 
here and there to bring i right up to. date 
Would it work, despite the BMW engine now 
becoming available to anyone who wanted £0 
buy one? The simple answer was ” yes 
March continued with their closed season 
testing programme, almost oblivious to the 
impending doom cast upon the motor racing 
fraternity by the fuel crisis which had struck 
the world at che time. It's this dedica: 
ted thoroughness that wins through for them 


in the end. Orders came thick and fast for F2 
cars and everybody wanted a BMW engine, 


despite the fact chat the works had carried 
out an extensive test programme with a Ford 
Cosworth BDG engine and found very little 
difference between the ewo. If anything the 
Ford engine possessed a little more top-end 


power and this was echoed by some of Jochen 
Mass’ performances at Hockenheim earlier In 
the year in a Brian Hart-prepared Ford BDA 
engined Surtees. 

Committed to running both Hans Stuck and 
Patrick Depailler with works maintained BMW 
engines, March suggested tha: a third semi 
works ‘car which they were tunning with 
Antar backing for Frenchman Jacques Coulon 
fhould use the Ford. He declined, despite 
having successfully tested it for the works in 
private practice. 

The next stage in laying the foundation 
for the European series came at the Argen: 
ine and Brazilian Grands Prix when Stuck, 
at the tender age of 22 years, was put into 
the March Grand Prix team. At first it 
seemed one hell of a gamble, especially as 
the German's sum total of single-seater races 
could be counted on both hands. Reflecting 
hhis unquestionable natural talent, Stuck took 
to the mew Fl March with ease and his 
opposite lock style excited many, especially 
as he was keeping the car on the road at 

je same time. His confidence boosted and a 
Grand Prix season awaiting him, Stuck must 
have felt that the F2 series was his for the 
taking. He'd had a useful half dozen F2 races 
with the works March team the year before as 


AUTOSPORT, DECEMBER 12, 1974 


review 


@ form of apprenticeship and, as 0 
seid last year, “didn’t disappoint. 
Depailler on the other hand was still 
recovering from breaking his leg in a motor 
cycle accident which very nearly cost him the 
Tyrrell Fl drive, Whereas Stuck was in a 
situation similar to Patrick (a virtual FI 
gin), Hanschen's environment was totally 
alien 0 that of his French F2 team-mate. The 
‘Tyrrell team, with its two new fledgling 
drivers, was far more the focal point of the 
Grand’ Prix world. With a man like Ken 
‘Tyrrell at the helm, there was strict discipline 
within, “No need 'to rush and let ie come 
naturally” could well have been the cry. 
Although Stuck's followers would claim a 
Similar attitude, one can't quite accept cheir 
argument. Stuck was still a raw fillet steak 
While Depailler was nationlistically bleu 

It promised to be an interesting confronta. 
‘tion ‘and round one came at Barcelona in 
March, 

After much speculation as to whether the 
race would take place, especially after the 
cancellation of the Estoril round in Portugal, 
the European F2 Championship got under 
‘way a¢ the ploturesque Montjuich Park circuit 
Besides the privateers, who were to become 
the backbone of the championship throughout 
‘the year, there were only ewo works teams 
represented in Spain. 

With the March customers polishing thelr 
newly delivered cars with glowing pride, their 
faces must have cured a shade of deep pucple 
‘when the works Marches were unveiled for all 
to see, They didn’t bear any resemblance to 
the customer cars at all. The radiators had 
been moved to the sides like their new FI car 
and the nosecones bad long wide extensions 
like the Fl car. In fact it resembled a scaled 
down Grand Prix car. The suspension geometry 
‘and suchlike were also different although the 
monocque was structurally the same. Stuck's 
‘car was resptendert in tts orange Jagermeister 
livery (a popular German medicinal compound) 
and Depailler’s in the new black Elf Petroleum 
colour scheme, 

Opposing the expeoted March supremacy 
was the French Alpine equipe, who, with no 
Fa series to concest this Year, had split their 
racing effort between 2-litre sports cars and 
F2, Consequently, with healthy financial back- 
ing from Elf, they had undertaken to prepare 
a large four-car assaule on the European 
Series. In an effort to conduct this with a 
Certain amount of aplomb, the sensible deci 
‘on was taken to run the prog:amme with 
pair of separate two-car teams. 

They appeared with four Alpine A367 
chassis at Barcelona, the lead-team comprising 
Jean-Pierre Jabouille and the young up-and- 
‘coming Patrick Tambay. The other comprised 
Alpine's two F3 sparring partners from the 
previous two years: Michel Leciere and Alain 
Serpagai. 

These two French teams were to contest 
every European F2 race of the year. 


Patrick Depailler—another French champion. 


SS 
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Alain Serpagyi's EY 2 


‘at Pau. The Frenchman was to quit F2 and concentrate on the 2-litre sports car series which 


he won. 


‘The cars they used were variants on the 
well-proven tubular space-frame chassis which 
the Dieppe-based company has used religiously 
for she past five years. Like all French cacing 
cars, internally they look tardy but remain 
extremely purposeful when it comes to doing 
the Job, Aerodynamically the Alpines or Elf 
2s, call them what you will, have always 
Proved extremely quick and they must remain 
the only competitive space-frame car in 
modern international racing circles 

‘Over che winter, the car's designer Andre 
de Cortanze, a ‘very pleasant personable 
character who's always prepared to explain 
relevant queries, had to modify the chassis 
substantially #0 that it could accept the BMW. 
engine, the team having remained faithful 
to the Brian Hart Ford BDA prior to this. 
However, due to a political situation which 


Hans-Joachim Stuck—beaten favourite. 


had come about over a dispute on the Austrian 
Alpine Rally last year between Alpine and 
BMW, the French team were unable to 
approach the works for engines. Stepping 
conveniently into the breach was Joset 
Schnitzer, a redoubtable Austrian BMW tuning, 
wizard who acts as a kind of unofficial 
development engineer for the Munich con- 
cern. He's quite a remarkable man in many 
respects, as regular followers of European 
Touring Car racing will know. Having made 
4 foray into F2 last year, his most successful 
alVance being with ‘Vittono Brambilla, 
Schnitzer was determined to have a bigger 
slice of che engine market for this year. Con- 
sequently he was to provide the Elf teams 
(and several others) with his engines for the 
year. Schnitzer's intensive winter development 
Programme bad seen him carry out some 


BI 


Jacques Laffite—the outsider. 


19 


Patrick Tambay's Elf leads Hans Stuck's works March and the ever pres 


useful modifications to his BMW engines, 
‘easily visible to the passer-by by having its 
Injection trumpets on the opposite side to the 
works units, 

With the experienced Jabouille no longer 
in the shadow of Depailler, it was he who the 
Patriotic French looked ‘to to uphold the 
honour of Alpine, Consequently, Jabouilie's 
car became the guinea pig, the Frenchman 
undertaking a continual development pro- 
gramme throughout the year which, coupled 
‘with this. sports car commitments, miust have 
disrupted his overall chances of challenging 
the Marches for the championship. Beneft ing 
greatly from Jabouille’s expertise as the 
Season progressed was Tambay, Elf's latest 
Protégé who bad only just been pigped for 
the important Formula Renault title the year 
before by the diminutive Rene Arnoux. 

‘The second Alpine team never quite matched 
up to the first when it came to the subtie 
Jaboullle touches here and there. In many 
Tespects, they were a totally separate team 
Leclere,” although a virtual stranger to F2 
(he'd only made his debut at Albi the year 
before), possessed a mind of his own and 


Andy Suteliffe drove the race of his life in th 


ended to develop this own car without the 
need of Jabouitle, His smooth and calculated 
manner reflects his approach when in a rac.ng 

As for Serpaggi, he found F2 a Hrtle more 
difficult he had F3. Coupled with a 
commitment to race one of the 2-litre sports 

". Serpaggi found he adapted better in a 
lesser competitive field and, after a couple of 
encouraging outings, he ended up by being 
Grafted Into the sports car team. He ended 
up by becoming the European Drivers 
Champion! 

Featuring a narrower track and revised rear 
suspension geometry to accommodate the 
longer Schnitzer BMW engines, the Elf 2s 
came to Barcelona running on Firestone tyres 
and, because of a miscalculation on behalf of 
the ‘tyre firm, found themselves at an im- 
mediate disadvantage to the latest Fi 
compounds offered t0 the works Marches by 
Goodyear, 

Maintaining his role as _ team-leader, 
Jabouille was trying an experimental 3-plug 
er cylinder Schnitzer engine which reputedly 
Bave something in the region of 285 bhp, 
probably on par with che works engines. 


exJarier Brian Lewis Racing March 732 at 


Pau. Sadly he failed to maintain the form and lost his drive in mid-season. 


Jacques Laffite at Hockenheim. 


Being the beginning of the season, the field 
wax thinner than usual but it heralded the 
ival of the Italian pilgrimage into F2. Bino 
Trivelatto, the Italian March importer, under. 
took to Tun a group of Italian hopefuls, each 
of them bringing their own sponsorebip, The 
one that was to stand out head and shoulders 
above he rest, certainly since | Brambilla 
demise from the scene, was Gabriele Serblin. 
His forceful style was evident from a couple 
of F2 drives the previous season in Andres 


In the hands of the French Alpine team, Josef 
Sehni 
potent and won two races. 


de Adamich's Fina Brabham BT40. Serblin was 
{© prove Italy's hardest charger and fastest 
runner. It was unfortunate that the Trivelatto 
set-up wasn't sufficiently well versed in F2 
experience to be able to cope with a full 
‘season's racing. Serblin's initial team-mate 
was Giancarlo Martini and these two became 
a trio when another Italian F3 refugee, Paulo 
Bozzeto, joined in. Despite Brambilla only 
being able to raise enough finance to compete 
in Fi this year, one wonders where these 
Italians found their money as all could afford 
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brand new March-BMWs. Consequently every- 
hing looked well planned for their entry iato 


‘One other leading private March team was 
that of former John Coombs and Brabham 
mechanic Brian Lewis. He'd had a successful 
first ‘season running his own F2 team the 
previous year and had consequently helped 
the works out with some of their more 
Pressing customers. This year, Lewis moved 
& litele further away from the works and 
Undertook to run the wealthy American Bill 
Gubelmann (his father is supposedly a director 
of the First National City Bank, or Roger 
Penske's Fl sponsors) and the potentially 
promising Andy Sutcliffe in updated ‘73 spec 
Cars, Sutcliffe’s initially being Jarier’s cham- 
pionship winning car from last year. 

‘Suteliffe’s inclusion in the Brian Lewis 
Racing equipe came about after an encourag- 
ing one-off race for the team In Sweden last 
year. Lewis found the finance and the often 
‘Overiooked young Briton was given yet another 
‘chance to get all together. Initially it looked 
fas If Sutcliffe was going to do just that. 


Suffice it 1s to say, the works March-BMWs 
dominated that opening race at Barcelona in 
resounding fashion, the differing styles of the 
two drivers clearly reflecting thelr approach 
to the job In hand. Stuck had extended his 
Janky. frame Into summoning the final last 
lap effort to take pole away from Depailler 
who was evidently still not quite happy with 
his leg on such a demanding circuit. They 
rushed. off into the distance with Jabouille 
‘and Serblin hanging on initially, the Alpine 
driver trying hard but lacking sufficient grip 
to stay on terms. Serblin's enthusiasm gradu- 
ally waned but at least this quartet was still 
there at the end. A pattern had been set. The 
two works Marches would fight It out hammer 
‘and tongs and Jaboullle would get on terms 
Whenever he could, As for the others, it 
Would take the first few races to see who 
‘would emerge. For instance in Barcelona only 
Leclere showed any sign of life from the Ei 
debutants, while of Jacques Laffite, the man 
who was going to five the works so much 
trouble later on, he could almost have been 
forgotten about. Possibly Coulon, by possess: 
ing the same equipment as the works should 
have fared better, but he could have been 
excused for inferior Firestone tyres. Patrick 
‘Tambay? Masami Kuwashima? There 
chance would come, After all, this had been 
thelr first F2 race 

We've touched upon the BMW v Ford con- 
frontation, of rather the lack of it in F2 this 
year. In fact, the only time the Ford effort 
‘ever looked like getting off the ground was, 
surprisingly enough, at the beginning of the 
season, The first indication was from che 
talented and arrogant Swede Bertil Roos, the 
‘American domiciled protégé of American 
Chevron importer Fred Opert. Having taken 
delivery of their new Formula Atlantic 
‘Chevron B27, destined for use in Canada, the 
team popped a convenient Brian Hart Ford 
BDA in the back and trotted off to Barcelona. 
Roos put the car on the second row of the 


Jean-Pierre Jabouille—always a threat. 
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grid amidst all the higher priced BMWs. 
‘Admittedly one of the prime factors was the 
23 in diameter Firestone tyres the Chevron 
Is specifically designed to run on. Being of 
last ‘year's compound, they were not affected 
by the track surface as were the latest, caller, 
25 in diameter “* new generation” tyres which 
‘are an offshoot from the growing trends in 
FI. It was to eventually prove a retrograde 
step by Firestone who gradually switched 
back to last year’s sizes as the season wore 


‘A couple of weeks later, the F2_ circus 
moved on to Hockenheim in Germany for the 
now traditional Jim Clark Memorial Trophy 
meeting. It is usually regarded that the 
championship really stacts from this moment 
on. We had the addkion of many more teams 
but the actual race was a repeat performance 
from Spain more or less. 

There's a saying that “all that glisters is 
nat gold.” Well it looked impressive, the 
Team Harper ensemble, that a. Two brand 
new March-BMWs for David Purley and 
Dieter Quester, the former Austrian F2 
charger having come back out of retirement 
more at the rees of the team's patron, 
Wealthy Hong Kong businessman Bob Harper 
Having been the doyen of motor racing in the 
Far East, where Harper has agencies for 
Ford, BMW, Alfa and Lotus among others, 
he tndertock @ large sortie into European 
F2 racing with money being no object. The 
team was sot up and based in Bognor Regis, 
Sussex, and bore a similarity in staff co the 
BERT Pygmee team from 1972. They arrived 
at Hockenheim and found themselves like 
every other March customer—an also-ran. 
‘They weren't terribly happy, especially after 


David Purley—best placed Briton. 


Jean-Pierre Jabouille's EY holds off John Watson's Ford-pow 


ed Surtees at Mugello. 


Quester totalled two cars in two races. 
Purley’s ever-growing experience, cambined 
with his tiger, saw him try his utmost with 
2 degree of success. Unfortunately, the team 
felt that the best chance they had ‘of success 


superiority of the works Marches in mo un- 
certain terms. 
The second band of March privateers to 


arrive in Germany was the Italian CSAIL 
toam managed by former Ferrari team man- 
ager Sig. Dragoni, the Latian racing authori. 
fies taking it upon themselves to finance a 
couple of young up-and-coming drivers in F2 
this year, spurred on obviously by the 
success of Brambilla the year before. In a 
Tong and involved process, they selected a 
group of aspiring drivers’ from the lesser 
[alan formulae and ended up by running 
Maurizio Flammini and Duilio Truffo. They 
were to show promise in their first and last 
races of the season, but suffered from the 
team's inability to run what soon became an 
lunder-financed effort and the death of 
Dragoni shortly before the Pau race. It was 
fone’ jong uphill struggle and, consequently, 
the cars never got developed at all. ‘This 
was to bacome a problem that March En- 
gineering were well aware of during the year; 
Sustomers’ inability to set up and maintain 
their cars in competent working order. 
Ford's biggest loss in F2 for this year was 
undoubtedly Team Surtees who elected to 
join’ in the blind rush for “works” BMW 
engines. Surely it must have been painfully 
Obvious that if anyone was going to get the 
ira horses from Munich, then it would be 
Hawever, the Surtees team were finding 


Michel Leclere—smooth style. 
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driver John Watson to be ready for Germany. 
Running Identical settings which hed given 
Mass a win there year previously, save for 


formed admirably with 
been built’ up from virtually nothing and 
hadn't turned a wheel until practice. The 
brilliant Ulsterman showed all his calm and 
understanding in a fraught internal situation 
to put the car on the second row of the grid 
just behind the works Marches. Stories fil 
tered back that on the long straights, the 
Surtees-Ford wasn't being blown into the 
weeds as several people had thought. 
Throughout practice and the race Depailler, 
4 more especially Suck, were in a class of 
thelr own, both the works Marches having 
their rear wings hung out a further 20in 
than at Barcelona. This was to cause @ 
certain amount of anguish among fellow 
‘competitors, especially as the atest FIA 
rulings had’ stipulated a maximum rear wing 
ruling for Fl, obviously intending F2 to be 
taken into consideration but failing to make 
it dear in webing. Thus the works took 
advantage of this, a factor which was ex 
tremely critical at a high-speed circuit like 
Hockenheim. 

‘With their tremendously 


Jong noses, the 


One of the biggest disappointments of the year was the third 


The French Elf-BMWs proved able challengers 


rear foil had to be tung long way rear 
wards in osder to balance the car. Without 
it, @ handling problem was incurred. Depailler 
underlined this to his chagrin both in practice 
land the race. His practice mishap basically 
did the car a power of no good. He ran 
wide, ‘the nose dug in lke a scoop and 
whipped back over his head. The car left. the 
road and creased the monocoque tub. Patrick's 
hard-working Swedish mechanic Ake Strand: 
berg straightened it for the race where, even 
with a poorly handling car, the Frenchman 
kept Stuck well in sight, the pair of them 


(works Elf 2) ond British Formula Atlantic star Jim Crawford (Team Harper Chevron). 
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Tim Schenken's Marlboro-Eeuador Surtees TS1SA-BMW. 


to the March-BMWs. Here Tambay leads 


pulling away from the pack at nearly 2 5 0 
fap. tnitially, Jean-Pierre Beltoise, standing 
in for an. absent Jabouille, hung ‘on in the 
leading Eif 2 and it looked’ like Barcelona all 
over again. However, « long plume of smoke 
signalled the end for his Schnitzer engine. 
"The drama for Depailler unfolded in the 
second heat when the nose started breaking 
Up. Immediately the car became almost un- 
controllable and the Frenchman had to pit 
for a new section. Thereby, this elevated 
Watson's Surtees, the Elfs of Leclere and 
Tambay, the Marches of Purley, Kuwashima 


semi-works March of Jacques Coulon, seen here leading F2 debutants Rene Arnoux 


Leclere always retained the older bodywork on his Elf Alpine which. he felt, was fust as effective 


4s the later style adopted by Jabouille, 


and ‘Sutcliffe gus Roos’ Chevron into con: 
tention for second place honours. Leclere and 
Watson were to become the masters of the 
situation, the young Elf driver showing all 
‘the poise from his F3 days, while in Watson, 
‘he couldn't have wished for a better partner 
‘A Witle farther back, Tambay, Purley and 
Kuwashima were invoived in a furious scrap 
‘which ended” when ‘the young Japanese 
driver's gear linkage played up. Bur from 
‘that day onward, a tremendous friendship 
was formulated between the two new F2 
youngsters. 

‘Once again Coulon was completely out of 


Art Merzario in the new Osella-BMW heads 
Laffte, Brambilla and the rest at Vallelunga. 


the running and internal friction within the 
March organisation and the French professor 
was high. As in Barcelona, Laffite fared 
poorly, although he had been joined on this 
‘occasion by his F3 team-mate from the 
previous year, Jean-Pigrre Paoli, a former 
manager of the Paul Ricard circuit. 


is a hard task master and despite Stuck being 


bright hope, ‘amount of friction 


Once again the works Marches were in a 
class of their own at Pau. With the rain 
streaming down, their superior wet Goodyear 
tyres took them away from the field at a 
Phenomenal rate, Stuck looking ragged and 
Depailler the complete opposite. Sure enough, 
the German's ineptitude got the better of him 
and he slid off into retirement at the second 
corner. Depailler must have gratefully 
accepted the chore of not having to overtake 
him as he surely would have done. He just 
drove on ina totally dominant fashion at a 
eircuit, and in conditions, which were tailor- 
made to his style. . 

Another driver who was revelling in the 
conditions was Leclere, his handling of his 
Bi 2 with grossly inferior Firestones was 
sheer magic. Also going extremely well were 
Sutcliffe and Laffite, the young Briton having 
What must be regarded as the race of his 


formance ever again. 
front-runner in che BP March was combined 
with the appearance of the car clothed in 
new bodywork designed by Tico Martini, the 
creator of the French Martini racing ‘cars 
and who is based, along with the BP team, at 
the Magny-Cours circuit in central France. 
Martini and Laffite have a similar relation: 
ship to James Hunt and Harvey Posclechwaite, 
the driver being able ¢o work so well with « 
development engineer. The team were to 


wing of their experimental BMW-engined car. 


i 


Team Surtees tried a development exercise by mounting the water radiators underneath 


retain the front radiator principle all season 
along with the addition ‘of side pods, end 
developed the cars to their own specification. 
‘At Pau, Max Mosley of March was sceptical 
about their new bodywork, but the BP boys 
nearly tad the Gast laugh. 

‘Also new at Pau for the first time was 
the latest Surtees F2 car fitted with a 
“works” BMW engine and featuring the latest 
FI suspension geometry. An interesting tech- 
nical exercise by the team was to position 
the radiators underneath the rear wing. Un- 
fortunately John Watson found it rather a 
handful in the wet with its rear weight bias, 
In fact, Watson never really liked the car 
‘and often preferred to drive the older Ford- 
powered model. This was in fact raced at Pau 
by new team recruit, Frenchman Jose Dolhem. 
Also to be seen in an F2 Surtees for the first 
time was Tim Schenken, 

Salzburg was the scene of Laffite's one 
and only triumph with an excellent win at 
the expense of the works Marches. Despite 
Mosley's claims at Pau about the BP Marches, 


Depailler had a tremendous high speed crash 
from which he was lucky to escape after 
“something broke.” He wasn’t able to qualify. 
the spare car in time which is stipulated in 
his con:ract uncike Stuck’s. However, Hans was 
having big dramas as well, His BMW engines 
‘were down on power and it all looked a bit 
Serious, There was talk of the oll frothing. 
and air getting into the system which caused 
the bearings to pick up. Despite this, which 
resulted in the German having to start from 
@ lowly grid position, he charged up in what 
basically amounted to one huge slipstreamer 
to dispute the lead before the engine let RO 
in a big way. 

There was plenty for all to see at Salz- 
burg, too, the most noticeable feature being 
the addition of three brand new Chevrons to 
the grid. In fact a Chevron sat on pole, ¢his 
being the Baty/Ottershaw Motors “works” 
car which had sadly been reduced to a single 
effort after the death in a Japanese sports 
car race of its second driver Hiroshi Kazato, 
Driving it was Tom Pryce who was riding on 
the crest of a wave following his F3 win at 
Monaco. The car was running a Schnitzer 
BMW vengine and the combination of that, 
plus Firestone tyres, saw the Welshman in 
an inittally strong position. 

‘The other Chevrons were those of the 
Harper equipe, the team having forsaken 
Marches and gone ¢o Bolton to look for 
Instant success. But money just doesn't buy 
such a commodity. However, a good run in 
a race, which bad a bigh retirement rate, saw 
Purley’ gain an encouraging second place for 
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the team. 

‘The French Alpines of Jaboullle and Tam- 
bay had now hung their rear wings out to 
what looked a ridiculous angle, Tambay try- 
ing © flauer nose configuration ‘that Jabouille 
had tied at Pau. Also appearing with 
the latest works spec March noses were 
Kuwashima and Serblin, while Sutcliffe, who 
had a carbon copy made up by the ‘Brian 
Lewis team immediately after Barcelona, did 
the ex-Jarier car a power of no good against 
the unytelding Armco barrier which skirts 
fhe ultrafast “Austrian circiit Salzburg also 
‘saw the first appearance of the Holbay Ford 
Pinto engine in the back of Carlo Giorgio’s 
Mareh, but the Italian F3 champion unfor- 
tunately wasn't able to overcome its 
unreLability and would certainly have done 
beter in a March-BMW. 

Laffite's win brought him suddenly into 
confrontation with the works Marches for 
the championship lead while Dolhem's solid 
drive into third place with the Ford-powered 
Surtees was sadly the last impressive result 
for this engine, 

Clashing with the Swedish Grand Prix, 
Depailler was unable to contest the next 
championship round which had gone back to 
F2's permanent home at Hockenheim. Stand. 
ing in for him in the works March was 
Leclere while Alain Cudini stepped into the 
Vacant Elf 2 in the “B" team. In a bid to 
dofend his series lead (oh, how times had 
changed since the earlier Hockenheim race), 
‘Stuck was sent to Germany for the benefit of 
his sponsors, But it Just wasn't going to be 
his lucky weekend. True, he annexed pole 
with an electrifying lap and it began to look 
like a ‘repeat performance of the last race. 
Jaboullle, 100, was on fine form and with his 
Elf 2 in its revised trim, he was to wipe the 
‘smile firmly from the faces of Stuck’s sup- 
porters and send Josef Schnitzer, plus the 
Firestone tyee technicians, delirious with joy 

Leclere took @ stle while to settle into th 
now surroundings, but Laffite, Tambay and a 
Fejuvenated Coulon made it look very much 
like a French penett. The only British inter: 
loper was Pryce's Chevron, the car beginning 
to handle a little better now that Firestone 
had gone back to their smaller diameter 
tyres. 

‘The event was basically a French affair, 
for Stuck was ¢o be troubled throughout the 
first part of the race with an electrical 
‘ailment. it meant that he was unable to 
dispute the lead with the Elfs of Jabouille 
‘and Tambay who was at last showing star 
‘quality. The young Frenchman was hangin 
‘on to his team leader well, but Laffite, Pryc 
Goulon and an on-form Paoli were. making 
fife very hectic. A faux pas by "Tambay 
dropped him well down but during the second 
half, it was virtually a repeat performance 
with Purley, ‘Sutcliffe and Kuwashima all 
mixing In with Stuck and the like. I¢ didn't 


Patrick Tambay—France’s new Cevert. 
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Only Jabouille’s Elf ever challenged the works Marches for overall supremacy at Hockenheim. 


Note the position of the rear wing. 


seem to deter Jaboullle who was managing 
to consolidate his lead when the rain cut 
short the race by five laps. Laffite had beaten 
Stuck and the rot began to set in 

slowly at first. 

Although it was organised too late to 
qualify for its usual championship status, the 
eading runners of the F2 circus moved on 
to Rouen, except for the Italian contingent 
Here Stuck was the complete master. He 
dominated practice and, in a race that 
changed by the minute because of fluctuating 
weather conditions, the German made a total 
of three pit stops and changed nine tyres and 
‘still beat a dogged Purley in the Harper 
Chevron by almost a minute. This was a race 
that was dominated by pit work but superb 
track performances came from Laffite as well 
‘as Leclere, Tambay, Coulon, Kuwashima and 
Watson in the Ford-powered Surtees, the 
Ulsterman having discarded his BMW car 
after practice. Fortunately for Depailler, who 
had a troubled meeting, there were no points 
at stake but Stuck was back with a bang. 
Also evident about the meeting was the 
Fidiculous superiority of the Goodyear wet 
tyres over the Firestones and James Hunt's 
inauspicious debut and finale in the Baty 
Chevron 

The next championship round was at the 
new Mugello circuit in Italy and this is where 
Depailler laid a solid foundation for his final 
run in to take the championship. Stuck was 
absent, having been ordered by Neerspach to 
race a BMW saloon at the prestigious Nur 
burgring Touring Car race, His place in the 
works team was taken by British March F3 


Gabriele Serblin—ttallan chan 


graduate Brian Henton who did a commend- 
Sble job of finishing sixth, despite problems 
with ‘the car's latest tweak, a furcher 4in 
extension on the noses which were reputed 
to be worth a second a lap. Depailler grate 
fully accepted his German team-mate's absence 
and set about putting the annoy.ng BP March 
of Laffite in his place. However, Jacques 
llonked his car on pole and found ‘himself 
Supported by a brilliant effort from Kuwa 
Shima, Depailler wasn’t far away, however, as 
were Pryce, Henton, Paoli and Tambay. The 
young lions were coming in. 

Further back, it was interesting to. note 
that following ‘cries of "2.2-litre Schnitzer 
engines" after Hockenhelm, the Harper team 
were. trying yet another instant success 
remedy by installing a Ford BDA and then 
BDG engine nto the back of Purley's Chev- 
ron which necessitated much modification 
around the engine bay. The experimental 


(W-powered ‘Surtees was left at home 
being modified to 23in tyres and will appear 
again after satisfactory testing.” It was the 


beginning of the end for the Surtees team 
who were obviously feeling the pressure from 
their Fl troubles and quit the series after 
the new cars best showing at Enna, Watson 
once again gave the Ford car a determined 
showing but was let down by unreliability. 

‘The [ealian CSAI team had now run into 
nancial problems but although their drivers 
bad arranged last-minute replacements for 
their dormant chassis lying back at the March 
workshops, some money was later found 
from an Italian finance company 50 that they 
were able to see out the season, 


Tom Pryce—always tried hard. 


Depailler rushed off to dominate the first 
part of the race, Laffite’s challenge ending 
early on with a blown engine, but Kuwashima, 
Paoli and Pryce maintained a constant 
challenge should the works March fail. It 
didn’t and during the second part, Patrick 
‘sat on the tall of the second BP March 
(wonder if it was Paoli driving ?) to take an 
Aggregate win and more valuable points. A 
great drive by Kuwashima came to an end 
when a wheel bearing broke up, while 
Jabouille, after an early pit stop, regained 
ground well but just failed to make che 
Points. 

‘The seventh round at Karlskoga in Sweden 
was a turning point for quite a few people. 
It heralded the arrival of Ronnie Peterson 
back in a works March (Depailler’s spare car) 
for the first time since 1972 and with Stuck 
and Depailler also on hand, it looked « 
fantastic combination and hopes must have 
been high of a works one-two-three. 

‘Team Harper were at sixes and sevens and 
even with Chevron designer Derek Bennett 
on hand, the cars were hopeless around a 
ciroult where Peter Gethin had almost won 
the race for the marque the previous year. 
Quester was more trouble than his worth 
while Purley, although keen, just can’t sort 

‘motor car’ with any degree of success. In 
| nutshell, the entire Chevron F2 effort this 
year has been @ disappointment with only the 
‘Unoomplaining temperament of Pryce and 
Purley's guts gaining them any success at 
all, The cars lacked development and suffered 
badly from the continuing change of tyre 
sizes which upset heir handling. 

Initially things didn’t look too good in the 
works March camp for Peterson wasn’ 
terribly happy. Depailler was, however, and 
he took his place on pole. As for Stuck, he 
was again in one of his dour moods, He just 
couldn't get it altogether and kept muttering 
things about Patrick's car. He was totally 
payched out. His race performance was dread- 
ful but he chugged round to finish, albeit 


eighth. 
Depailler and Peterson dominated the race 
between them, the Frenchman. tactfully 
allowing the Swede to take the lead. They 
toured around in tandem to finish 0.3 5 apart. 
Laffite produced another consistent drive to 
play bridesmaid once more, while Tambay and 
Kuwashima performed another spirited 
struggle, Masami this time having some luck 
as Tambay slid off, when an oil line broke, 
and totalled Jaboullle's car. Serblin, after = 
spall in the wildemess, close Karlskoga. to 
come back with a worthwhile drive while 
Cudint didn't do badly either, considering he 
made an early pit stop, to come sixth. How: 
fever, one musn't forget local hero Torsten 
Palm who drove so brilliantly the year before 
in a hired works Surtees, Having taken ov 
the sole surviving ‘73 spec Pierre Rabert- 
sponsored GRD from fellow coun:ryman Reine 
Wisell earlier in the season, Palm produced 
the car's best performance to qualify fourth 
in the grid, slipping gradually back as the 
race wore on. It was the GRD marque's best 


Andy Suteliffe—not up to expectations, 


Masami Kuwashima showed considerable promis 
March and should be a leading runner next year. 


(and only worthwhile) performance of the 
year. Karlskoga also marked the last race 
for Firestone as a fully operational race 
division, the company announcing the bad 
news the day after the race. 

‘An electrical short and a broken wing stay 
kept Depailler out of the points down at the 
Sicilian hell hole called Enna. A huge shunt 
(what, another?) in practice had seen him 
require his spare car, while Stuck also 
crashed quite heavily. However, the German's 
742 was. rectified for him to’ take a lucky 
win dn the two-part event. It was also the 
first F2 race where the new (five months late) 
wing ruling came into effect 

Watson ‘was back (lor the Iaet time) in the 
SurteesBMW and put i on the second row 
along with Pryce, who was now in a Harper 
Chevron, Quester having been given the boot. 
Mind you, Pryce was lucky to have a car to 
Face at all following a real mind-blowing 
shunt in practice. 

Stuck took the first heat after an énitial 
scrap with Laffite, the Frenchman looking 
safe second ahead of Coulon, until he ran out 
of petrol with three taps to go. The fact that 
he ‘waltzed home in the second part, while 
Stuck spun three times, meant that his 
team’s miscalculation could only net him 
seventh instead of the possible win. Coulon 
ruined what may well have been his best 
result of a very subdued season by falling 
off near the end. It was yery much a race 
of attrition and Stuck's fortune held. ‘The 
series was wide open again 

There followed a break with the cancella- 
tion of the Albi race but a small, mainly 
French, gathering travelled to the little 
Nogaro track for the second non-champion- 
ship race of the year. It provided Patrick 
Tambay with the win he'd been after all year. 


John Watson—preferred Ford engines, 


in a number of races with the Sanyo/Graviner 


It was also Firestone's second and last win 
of the year. The company continuing to 
service their F2 customers until stocks ran 
‘out. The new French “Cevert” was challenged 
initially by Schenken's Marlboro Surtees and 
Loclere's ‘similar Elf, but Patrick was doter~ 
mined just who, of the French youngsters, 
was going to win this one. Schenken gave 
chase throughout but had to yield in his 
best run of the year, while Leclere eased off 
towards the end with fluctuating oll pressure. 
A good dice ensued between Coulon and 
Eit's new recruit, Rene Arnoux, who was 
making his F2 debut and having only his 
third 'single-seater drive of the season after 
fan abortive attempt at F5000 with a Shell- 
backed McLaren M19. His move from Shell 
to Elf was quite a coup. 

‘Two further points of interest was the 
spirited performance of French veteran Jean. 
Pierre Jaussaud who, having been unable to 
organise an F2 ride for this year, arranged 
a one-off drive in Swiss Jo Vonlanthen’s 
Spare "73 spec March-BMW. He ran among 
the leading trio before an ignition wire came 
adrift. Vonlanthen was one of many to con- 
test the European circuit without actually 
Producing anything spectacular. Also, making 
his F2 debut in one of the Team Harper 
Chevrons was the promising British 
Formula Atlantic driver Jim Crawford. Con- 
sidering the ceam had switched to the taller 
Goodyear tyres fottawing Firestone’s gradual 
‘withdrawal after their pull-out announcement, 
Crawford did a quiet and competent job to 
finish 

‘There were now two rounds to go and it 
was still anyone's title. Even. Jabouille had 
fan outside chance of overhauling the three 
Marches jin front of him providing he had a 
bit of luck. He started off the right way at 


Masami Kuwashima—satisfactory debut year. 
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way, it wag the usual championship chasers 
vay with Laffite, Stuck and Leclere 


The second half saw a complete reversal 
in favour of the works Marches and although 
Stuck beat his team-mate, his poor showing 
in the first part could only net him second 
Place. All the Elfs spun, although Jabouille 
Wwas able to recover while Laffite's champion- 
‘ship hopes took @ final dive when his engine 
blew up cn the second part. 

‘Of ahe others, Coulon fared a little better, 
but should really bave been up front where 
he belonged’ if only he'd stop erying to The F2 story in a nutshell—Patrick Depailler winning the final race at Vallelunga. 


Calculate. things that don't exist. The young 
Swede Gunnar Nilsson, who'd made an ear I 
cournging F2 debut ins Brian Lewis March . 
‘at Karlskoga in place of the ousted Sutcliffe, 


vHonuunniosneeveSenOeeee 


drove another gritty race and és obviously 
worth watching in the future. 

Vallelunga saw the climax to Depailler’s 
‘excellent season and, as ever, he was chased 
remorselessly by Laffite. As’ for Stuck, it' 
true he did finish second but Depailler was in 
@ class of his own. In fact, the Frenchman 
finished the season like Stuck had starved it. 
Jabouille challenged his former team-mate 
inttial:y until the Bll’s Schnitzer engine blew 
in the second heat. Once again Tambay and 
Pryce put in thoroughly professional drives, 
‘while Vittorio Brambilla, having his first F2 
race of the year in a Brian Lewis March, 
showed he'd lost none of his flair and tiger 
and it was only an electrical malady that 
‘kept him out of the final results. 

‘The final race also saw the resurgence of 
the Italian CSAI team when both Truffo and 
Flammini recorded the fourth and fifth 
quickest times in practice, Would you be- 
Neve that they hit each other in the race! 
‘Another new addition was Arturo Merzario 
in the brand new Osella F2 car, but ob- 
viously we'll see more of that next year. 

So it finally went to Depailler. There's no 
doubt he deserved it. As for Stuck, well only 
he knows the answer. It would be unfair co 
blame his equipment. That's an insult to his 
‘mechanic Bernie Dooley who, after all, had 
tended to Jarier's championship-winning car 
the year before. To win a championship re- 
quires a certain amount of patience and a 
calculated mind, plus luck. Stuck obviously 
didn’t have it, 
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BRANDS HATCH 


Nick Taylor giving the big chop to a fellow MG TC competitor. 


MGs dominate final meeting 


The MG Car Club put on thelr second meet- 
ing of the year at Brands Hatch last Sunday, 
four of the six races catering for MG 
variants with the odd Sprite belng thrown In 
for good measure. There weren't nearly as 
many Incidents as the week before, the only 
serious one being John Homewood, who had 
his first accident in two and a half years of 
hit some oll at Paddock and 
Imp against the barrier at the 
foot of the hill. He was lucky to eseape 
unharmed. 
‘Andy Bailey's job was made easier in the 
modified MGCs and Bs and Midgets and 
race, when David Hipperson’s engine 
in the JK Sports Cars Midget wouldn't fie, 
Teaving him stranded on the middle of the 
front row, while Bailey's frop-eye Sprite took 
the lead ‘from pole, Malco Beer spun his 
MG Midget out of second piace at Bottom 
Bend on the first lap and into retirement, 
leaving the Sprite with a sizeable lead. at 
the end of the opening lap. Meanwhile Roger 
Redsell’s Midget was making good progress 
from @ poor grid position, ‘taking Barry 
Sidery-Smich's MGB for third place ont 
jecond lap, and Inheriting Keith Ashby's 
second place at the beginning of the third. 
‘The leading trio remained in this order until 
the last lap when Hipperson’s rapid progress 
took him in to third place at the expense 
Of Ashby's Midget 
Life was made easier in the pre-1955 MG 
race as the handicaps were only added after 
the “race.” There was a fabulous dice in 
the opening laps between the MG TCs of 
Dave Clewley and Gerry Brown, the two of 
them spending much time side by side, and 
ipping at an impressive 70 mph. Although 
ie started from the outside of row one Andy 


although he was 
able to stay into top six. Clewley managed 
to pull out a slight gap at half distance (ave 
laps) while lapping» backmarkers, but 
unfortunately for him, he had to pull off half 
way through the next lap when a plug lead 
came adrift. This left Brown with a command- 
ing lead which he maintained until the end. 
With Clewley's demise Chris Jones and Paddy 
Willmer had quite a dice for second place 

MGTCs which resulted ina side by 
side finish, narrowly in favour of Willmer. 
However the winner on handicap turned out 
to be Adam Stacy-Mark’s TC by 1.6 = from 
Patrick Gardner's J2. 

‘All the saloons were lumped into one race, 
and thus those who didn’t get their entey in 
early were turned down. These included Nick 
Whiting, a shame really, for that meant that 
Gerry Marshall bad no opposition at all. Just 


gap by half distance beng nearly half = lap, 
and the winning margin at the end was 
474 5 Jus before the stax, Marshall had 


complained about oll on the circult, and this 
seemed to lead to John Homewood's accident. 
His Kent Messenger Imp, which had an engine 
change after practice, was running — an 
incred.ble fourth at the end of the first lap, 
but the Imp ga away from Homewood on 
the second tap, completing one roll as it 
Init the bank at the botom of Paddock. Home: 
wood was unhurt, but the yeliow Imp wa 
& sorry mess. Meanwhile, three cars took 

first Chris 


of laps before a misfire set cn and he started 
to lose ground. The anglebox held second 
again for one brief tap before Brian Davison’s 
Firenza took over for good pulling out 22 5 
on Hill by the end. 0.8 s behind the Anglia 
was the 1300 cc winner Dave Hancock 
(Cooper $). David Endecby's 850 Mini bea 
‘all ehe one litre cars to take the under 1000 
cc class and seventh place overall. 

Rob Haigh's MGA was miss.ng from pole 
for the MG alisors race, the leading two 
Places being dominated by MGAs throughout 
Michaet Walker's example led for the first 
lap only, Roy McCarchy taking over on top 
straight ‘at the star of the second lap. The 
race was pretty uninspiring thereafter, 
McCarthy pulling away at the rate of one 
and a half seconds per lap with John Target's 
standard MGB an equally lonely third. Such 
was ‘the pace of me leading MGAs, that 
Ralph Canby's similar car was che only 
remaining unlapped runner at the end of ten 
laps. 

‘As well as various Spridgets, an Elan, a 
Honda, a Gineta and a couple of J 
helped to make up the full grid of Modsporte 
for the penultimate race. In fact st was the 
smallest class, the under 1300s that 
dominated the proceedings with this time 
Roger Redsell turning the tables on Andy 
Balley. Redsell's Midget took the lead from 
the outside of the second row, Jotn Chatham's 
non-eppearance on the middie of the front 
row with the big MGC making a bit _more 
space. The pole winning Sprite of Bailey 
led the chase followed by Malcolm Beer, who 
this time stayed on the island and in third 


place throughout. Phillip Holliday’s Ginetta 
G4 coupe was last away, and he was nipping 
through the field like a dose of salts until 
lap eight, when, trying to wrest fourth place 
from Paul Bernal-Ryan's Midget, the Ginetta 
went off a Kidney and clobbered the bank, 
nearly tipping over. 

For the second week running, Peter 
Williams’ FA Pinch Chevron-Nicholson B27 
won the Libre event, this time his main 
opposition ‘being Damien Magee's Palliser 
Super Ford, and Mike Franey's FA Royale 
RP11. The much improved Williams took an 
immediate lead from pole, but the Irishman 
almost got by along Bottom Straight, which 
caused some excitement in small, but hardy 
bunch of enthusiasts in the Grandstand, 
Franey took over second place on the third 
lap, and the two Atlantic cars were together 
as they lapped some MG TCs at half distance, 
However most lapping manoeuvres worked to 
Williams’ advantage, anda _second 
Separated them in the end. However, Franey 
incurred a 10 3 penalty when the clutch 
slipped before the flag went down and he 
moved half a length forward, and he was 
placed third behind Magee, whose engine 
sounded quite rough at the end, but this 
was due to a broken exhaust, lan Taylor had 
another outing in the Dulon Super Ford and 
ran a consistent fourth throughout. 


PAUL KING 


THIS WEEK’S CENTRE SPREAD 


Group 1 rallying has gained considerable popularity this year, but at the front it has really 
been a two horse race. Our centre spread this week depicts Will Sparrow, the RAC winner in 


this expanding category, driving the DTV Vauxhall Magnum coupe which he has wi 


id to such 


good effect this year. His driving of the car has been characteristically smooth and deceptively 
fast, and the car's stage times have on many occasions surprised the Group 2 runners 
Coupled with its speed is an almost 100 per cent reliability record, and the season culminated 


in @ fine 16th overall on the Lombard RAC Rally. Now comes tht 


cheering news that DTV 


plan to expand their rallying activities next year, 40 we shall see Sparrow in the carefully 
developed Group 2 car, while his own seat is being occupied by the very capable Paul 
Faulkner, in the company of his usual co-driver, Monty Peters. Nineteen 
well prove to be an even greater success for DTV and for Sparrow ; the 
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DAILY EXPRESS 1 


Will’s bubbling 


over about his 
super Magnum 


sday November 14 1974 


FIVE days of testing 
driving face the cars 
and drivers in’ the 
Lombard - RAC. 
International — Rally 
of Great Britain, 
starting at York on 
Saturda: 


—already 
ner in is class of 
international 


the 
Championship “for Group 
‘One cars deveing a Vaue 
halt Magnum. Te way Wills 
first major tile and. marks 
fim out as a rally star of 
the future 


Identical 


The has driven several 


With articles like this, who needs ads? 


Just for the record, Will Sparrow won Group 1 
outright land came léth overall) in t 


1974 Lombard RAC Rally mention 


Vauxhall 
Sport Dealers 


Dealer Team Vauxhall Sportparts, fully 
proven in racing and rallying, are available 
from the following DTV Sport Dealers: — 


E. J. Baker Motors Limited, 
1 Lower Farnham Road, 


Aldershot, Hants. 0252-24401 


Bentley Bros. (Sheffield) Limited, 
44 Saville Street, Sheffield 
S4 7UA Yorkshire 0742-29281 


Canning Day Limited, 
Days Corner, Church Litton, 
Newport, Isle of Wight 
098-381-2218/9 


Chester Engineering Company, 
Bedford Works, Boughion, 
Chester 0244-246l1 


Motors Co. (Oxford) Limited, 
Botley Road, Oxtord 
0865-48021 


Drake & Fletcher Limited, 
Park Wood Trading Estate, 
Sutton Road, Maidetone 
MEIS 9NW Kent 0622-55531 


G. N. Croydon Limited, 
380 london Road, Croydon, 
Surrey 01-684-3686 


Grose Limited, 

Queens Park Parade, 

Kingsthorpe, Northampton NN2 6NJ 
0604-31682 


Hamilton Motors (London) 
466-490 Edgware R 
London W2 TEL O1-7: 


Leedhams (York) Limited, 
Rougier Street, York YOI IHX 
0904-25444 


MacGregor Garages Limited, 
Station Road, Poulton-le-Fyide, 
Lancs. 039-12-3932 


imited, 


David Marshall Limited, 
Shaftesbury Avenue, 
Belfast BT7 2ES 0232-32222 


Nash of Cardiff, 
Sloper Road, Cardiff CFI 8TE 
0222-38722) 


Neville (E.M.V.) Limited, 
Autogardens, Nottingham 
Road, Mansfield 0623-26101 


Ryland Vehicle Group, 
Ryland Street, Birmingham 
BIé 8BT 021-454-8111 


Shaw & Kilburn Limited, 
540-550 Dunstable Road, 
Luton, Beds. 0582-55944 


S. M. T. Sales & Service Limited, 
Dunkeld Road, Perth 
0738-26241 


E. S. Stock (Motors) Limited, 
Main Road, Copdock, Ipswich, 
Suffolk 0473 86-555 


Harold Thompson & Sons Limited, 
Tynemouth Road, North 

Shields, Northumberland 

089 45-70346 


Thompsons of Hull Limited, 
230-236 Anlaby Road, Hull, 
East Yorkshire 0482-2368] 


Wallace Arnold Sales & 
Service Limited, 

Hunslett Road, Leeds LSIO 1LD 
0532-3991] 


Wellington Garages 

(Oldham) Limited, 

Huddersfield Road, Oldham, 
334 


Cockpit Cameo 


Neil McGrath — prod saloons ace 


Aithough Neli McGrath has been competing 
in various forms of motor sport for over ten 
years, ix is only during the last season chat he 
hhas really come to ce as a racing 
driver, Backed by the forward looking Martin 
Group, who have @ string of garages in the 
‘North ‘of England, Neil's bright yellow Renault 
5 has been a regular feature in the first 
season of R5 racing and he emerged as 

‘at the end of the series. At one time 
it looked as chough he might also be able to 
win the Mexico Challenge series in his own 
Escort, but his commaments to the Matin 
Group’ meant concentra.ing on the Renault 
‘towards the end of the year. Even so Neil did 
manage to add runner-up to Colin Vandervell 
in he Mexico Challenge to his Renaux cham. 
pionship spoils. 

Pint-sized Neil doesn't look old enough 
to have been compering for nearly 11 yeas, 
but he is in fact 29 years old and first ook 
to the autocross tracks around his home in 
Warrington, Cheshire carly in 1964 wah @ 
Ford Syecal. “tha, moe or less fell apa 
‘with ali Lhe autocross job,” and so Neil moved 
on to a Renauk Dauphine wah which be 
colled.ed a few more class wins. Inevitably 
the Dauphine doubled as a road car and Neil 
Talis the unfortunate story of its passing away, 
weakened by the rigours of autccross: “One 
day 1 was driving chrough Wigan and this 
‘Old dear sepped off the foczpach. I clamped 
the brakes on and the bloody thing broke in 
two and I was sat there ina pile of rubble 
in the middle of Wigan.” 

Following some railying exploits in a Mini 
Couper and an eventful season with « half 
share in a V8-engined autccross special, Nei 
decided to biuld up his own 1071 engined 
faucocross Mini: “That was really che one \nac 
gave me mos: success, 1 was working for Fist 
fis a test driver then and I met up with some 
people who own the firm I work for now. 
‘They said ‘Why don't you have a go at circuit 
cacing? I got the old Mini and managed to 
‘get some second-hand slicks, and so off 1 went 
to Oukon Park to do unis race. That was in 
September 1970.” His race debut ended when 
he looked out of the window to see a wheel 
‘overtaking him and realised that it must be 
one of his: “Instead of going into the lal 
Mt tured right of its awn accord and went 
‘off up the bloody sliproad!"” 

‘A third place at Mallory Park brought the 
weascn to. close and Neil got Whitehead 
Engineering to set up the car’s suspension 
properly over the winter. He started 1971 on 
pole position for kwo saloon races et an 
‘Oulton Park meeting. "I was even in front of 
Geoff Wood. For the first two laps I actually 


by the Mini's lack of reliability, he decided 
to go Group One in 1973 and bought an 
Escort Mexico, For most of the season he 


‘and boring in the Mexico Challenge, 
but as it became obvious that he would be 
competitive in the proper Mexico races, he 
decided to try @ few at the end of the year. 
‘The first was @ well-supported non-champion- 
ship race at Aintree, which he won; and he 
then went on ¢o finish a close third in a 
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who had previously driven (and still drives) 
the Martin Group rally car. Preferring to stick 
to raising. George recommended Neil to 
Mardin PRO Dennis Johnson and what was 
to prove @ very successful partnerstup began 

1 thought from the suart that we really had a 
good cnance in the championship. Our engine 
Wwe had done at Whiteheads. Stuart White- 
head said ‘Well, you know, I've put it back 
together and it's more or less as it was 
before. It's 90 right that engine.” That engine 
was never couched from the beginning of the 
Seascat to the end, and I ¢hink more or less 
everybody else's car was che same, Compared 
with the Mexico racing it was so much more 
fun, and relaxing. Until Mick Hill started 
playing naughty cowards the end of the year, 
‘everyone enjoyed it. That really put the cat 
among the pigeons though Renau& decided 
tat sney woud take ali his points away, but 
they'd already made a big publicity thing 
about him in the Renault film. You know, 
young lad just sared—gets a Renault and 
ie all fell Mat. t's @ pity really. It spoiled the 
whoie season—At was going great up until 
then. At the end of the season they supped 
the first four in the championship, but not 
Mick Hill's again, which to me and Stuart 
MeCrudden was ‘bloody ridiculous because 
the second time he should've been jumped on 
from a great height. The first time perhaps 
he didn't know, all right. But the second 
time. . . ." Nevertheless, although Hill walked 
away ‘with the final champ.onship round st 
Mallory, Neil finished ‘high enough up to 
secure the Utle, easily the biggest achieve. 
men of his career. 

‘And what about the Mexico? “At the be- 
ginning of the season I thought we had a 
very good chance of winning that as well, 
but we had a ict of valve troubie and things 
like that and we paid more attention to the 
Renault than to the Mexico. The Mexico was 
mine and I only had a small amount of spon 
sorship from Thomas Motors. If x had been 
fully prepared by them i might have been 
different—I couldn’ really afford to have it at 
Whiteheads after every meeting. After the 


Neil McGrath—Renault champion. 


first few mestings we just tacked that Iitde 
‘edge, which is so Important in Mexico racing. 
Tm presty sure that 1 could equal Vanderveli 
on most circuits, it was just a pity the car 
coulda’: keep up. Vandervell didn't get a lap 
record ail season and I got Oulton, Snetter- 
ton and Cadwell." Although Neil looked cap- 
able of beaing Vandervell early in the season, 
he never managed to outwit the master for 
Jong enough, although he did lead him on @ 
number of occasions. 

With a very satisfying season behind him, 
Neil McGrath will be aicking to Whitehead 
preparation and Martin Group backing for 
next year and defending this Renault tile as 
well as contesting the Radio One saloon series. 
In what car ahey haven't yet decided, but as 
the Martin Group have dealerships for Vaux- 
hall, Ford, British Leyland, Audi, Toyota and 
Datsun, they shoulda’ have many problems 
picking a winner! Of the future Nell remark: 
"Yd like to have a go at Formula Atlantic, 
but k's very unlikely. I can't see anyone 
offering just off the cuff. I'm quite happy at 
saying in saloons as tong as I can be one 
of che front runners." 


DAVID GORDON 


A moment Neil might prefer to forget—contact with the Croft chicane in the Martin Group 


Renault 


Charging through a wet and muddy section on the Dukeries this year, 


DTV Vauxhall Magnum 
Group one RAC victor 


WILL SPARROW talks to CHRIS WITTY 


Something that is not widely known Is that Avrosromr presents a trop! 
placed Group I car to finish the RAC Rally of Great Britain. Thus it. w 
to @ successful season when the RAC championship winning DTV Vauxhall Magnum driven 
row took the GI class with consummate ease on the RAC and coincident 

the new holders of our trophy. 
rrow's championship success this year is just another notch in an impres 
career which has seen him win virtually every British series, including the ove 
National Championship back in 1970 in his infamous 1.4-litre G6 Mini-Cooner. It was in this 
car that Sparrow really made his mark as a forestry driver to be reckoned with before 
switching over to rear-wheel drive with the G2 Vauxhall Firenzas for the Martin Group in 
the middle of 1972, as well as winning the Escort Mexico rallying series last year. He joined. 
Dealer Team Vauxhall in time to compete on Inst year's RAC, and has been thelr top 
rally driver ever since. 

With the growing popularity of Gl now established as part of the modern rallying 
scene (as well as on the race track), we arranged with DTV to visit their workshops in 
lanbury soon after the RAC to sample the Sparrow technique on a disused airfield, and to 
reflect ‘upon the team’s highly successful Gl rallying season which culminated with that 
Virtually unopposed class win and 16th place overall on the RAC. 
Runwing alongside the prestigious RAC The first round was not until the Circuit 
National Rally Championship is the RAC Gi of Ireland in April due to several cancella- 
series which takes in about 12 events. These tions as a result of the government's ban on 
include all the home internationals and vir- motor sport. Using the same car as he hed 
tually all of the nationals. Due to the energy had on the previous year's RAC when it was 
crisis which hit the country about this time | known as the Firenza Sport SL and produc: 
last year, there was a long gap between Will ing something like 130 bhp, Sparrow recalls 
Sparrow's first ever official drive for Dealer “going fairly well but a valve spring broke 
Team Vauxhall and the start of the 1974 and put us out.” 
championship trail ‘Over the winter, the boys at the DTV 

With DTV concentrating on both a Gl and workshops stripped the car and installed the 
G2 rallying programme, it was suggested new emission control engine which is used 
that, DTV's rally manager, Chris Coburn, in the ‘74 Firenza droop smoot. However, 
Would persist in deveioping the troublesome they can't use the stronger ZF S-speed 
G2 car in selected events, while Sparrow gearbox at present. By using this cleaner 
would go for the natonal'Gl tile in the exhaust engine, Bill Blydenstein, who pre- 
team's Magnum Coupé as it had become pares and “blueprints” the engines, can get 
known. up to 145 bhp. Sparrow reckons that it 


10 the highest 
8 fitting climax 
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The Magnum is always deceptively fast on loose surface stages 


seems to be a much smoother engine as well 

We've got a lot more torque and a lot more 
power and it makes the car easier to drive. A 
bit more power up che hills is always useful 
anyway.” This is in itself surprising for what 
is @ rather lumpy unit in standard form, but 
Sparrow does admit to a degree of harshness 
at low revs. Then he is quick to point out 
the lack of camshaft effects and says that 
at no time, when flooring the throttle, has 
the engine’ ever failed to pick up. “It's 
smooth in the sense of pure torque, as this 
peaks at around 5500 rpm. The maximum 
rev limit is anything up to 7000 rpm but as 
power drops off s0 sharply after, 6000, it 
only helps to gave a gearchange here and 
there in tight corners. 

‘The only mechanical ailment suffered at 
all this year was a cutting-out problem on 
this year's Manx which Sparrow encountered 
with co-driver Rodney Spokes, who, together 
with Coburn, run the DTV rally development 
programme. Besides being the first ever event 
Sparrow had compeced on with racing tyres, 
CT was overjoyed with the way the car 
handled and their lower-profile added 10 
mph to our top speed”), this problem would 
occur after prolonged yumping over Druids- 
dale. It was thought to stem from aeration 
within the float chambers on the flexibly- 
mounted Stromberg carburetors. By solidly 
‘mounting them, this might have been pre- 
vented but this modification is not allowed 
under current G1 regulations with the current 
emission control engine. 

The old car, having won the G1 section 
on the Circuit’ from Russell Brookes’ Escort 
Mexico, moved onto the Welsh where 
Sparrow again took the honours. Following 
that, a lull in active service enabled a brand 
new Magnum to be built up for Sparrow to 
use on the Avon Motor Tour of Britain which 
he has used ever since. “The cars have 
been changed very slightly during the year 
but only in a few respects. We've been able 
0 get improved brakes and the engine power 
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is up. The gearbox remains the same as does 
lthe rear axle. In fact, although we have two 
ratios available (a 3.7 and the 3.9), for rally- 
ing we use the same 3.9 ratio throughout. 
We developed the car until about halfway 
lhrough the season when we arrived at a 
specification, and from then onward it’s been 
down to very minor improvements.” 

‘They've been able to boos the braking 
thanks to recent homologasion of thicker 
dises (by about 4 in), bigger calipers (16Ps), 
fand pads off the Ventcra (or the 74 spec 
Firenza) which fit directly onto the Magaum. 
‘These were brought in two months ago, 
0 the RAC was in fact their firse real test. 
The pad wear has improved immeasurably 
according to Sparrow. "We did the whole 
‘of the RAC on half of a set of pads whereas 
before we would have changed them at least 

‘Sparrow is full of admiration for the new 
braking set-up which transforms the car on 
forestry roads, The drums at the rear remain 
the same. "They suk each other extremely 
well 

The gearbox Is the same unit taken from 
the earlier Viva GT (HB series) which, with 
ts uprated ratios, Sparrow professes to be 
“deal for rallying.” The only problem they 
incurred with the box was when It stripped 
second gear on one occasion. A bearing so 
failed cn the Welsh ; (but this has now been 
modified by Vauxhall on their production 
runs), 

‘The Achilles heel of the G2 car has always 
been the limited slip differential. Will reckons 
he broke more last year in the Martin Group 
G2 Firenza than he's had hot dinners. He 
adamantly maintains that be hasnt broken 
& single axle or half shaft since." R was a 
Shock-ioading problem with the G2 car. The 
iff was derived from the old VX4/90 and 
was rather long in the tooth, With the newly 
homologated and larger ZF G2 differential 
there will be no. problem.” 

‘They haven't damaged or broken any diffs 


or half shafts on the Gl car although 
““Mackening off the torque loadings” seems 
to help. “We ran four stages on the RAC 
with no oll in i and & still held cogether 


The traction away from comers is one 
of the Magnum’s greatest assets and this és 
Where Sparrow gains some of his advantage 
‘aver Brookes sn the RS2000 which, although 
‘about 100 tb lighter than the "Vauxhall, 
can't seem to feed the power on to the loose 
‘as well as the Magnum. 

The Vauxhall rides the bumps particularly 
well and handles much better than the Ford 

“cording to. Sparrow. Certainly on a rela 
tively smooth airfield stage, the car felt 
particularly firm and predictable, akhough as 
fone must expect with most Gl cars, there's 
@ very definite lack of oomph! 

‘The work which can be carried out on 
the suspension Is naturally limited. However 
the basic format is the fitting of stronger 
“export " springs and Bilstein shock absorbers 
all round, They had in fact starved experi 
menting with stiffer Bilstein settings, but one 
of the unite broke in half on the Jim Clark. 
The replacements only just arrived in time 
for the RAC and were fitted during the course 
Of the event itself. The car's only “retire 
ment’ this year was on the Texaco (in 
Northern Ireland) when they broke the gear: 
box. However, Will still finished 3rd, albeit 
45 m behind Brookes. 

‘The battle with Brookes has raged all 
year: “it’s been touch and go most of the 
time,” recalls Will. “Generally there's been 
just a point separating us, but I came out 
on top towards the end of the year when 
Brookes had problems with his car on one 
event, It meant that wtih just the RAC 
to go, I'd already won the GI section and 
could ‘therefore drive as I liked.” Moving on 
to the RAC, with the championship already 
in the bag. Will was initially offered the 
G2 car by Chris Coburn, bur so many problems 
were encountered on the Tour of Mull that 
it became obvious that the car wouldn't be 
ready in time, “I enjoy driving the GI 
car,” says Will, “but I far prefer a G2 
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car, Anyhow, it was left to me as to how 
T went about the RAC and I decided to go 
fla: out from the word go. It's the kind of 
event where you can drop way down the 
Hist if you cake it too steady, and & suited 
‘me because they'd changed the format, which 
meant that we went 20 Wales first, and these 
Welsh forests are my favourites by far. 1 
really enjoyed myself so much that firs 
ight in Wales, and even though I say so 
myself, we were really flying, and moved 
right up the field on those stages alone. 
That really set me off right for che rest of 
the rally. 

‘With the experienced Ron Creilin venturing 
out of retirement to partner him, che pair 
of them were in a class of their own (Brookes 
having retired early on) and Sparrow pushed 
he Magnum deep into the top twenty. Wih 
0 opposition and the chances of the team 
prize gone through the embarrassingly early 


Apart from the obvious safety and navigational aid: 


the interior is very near standard. 


demise of Andrew Cowan's SMT G2 
Magnum, Sparrow set himself a target, com 
paring his stage times to Rauno Aaltonen's 
works Fiat’ 124 which was running in a 
Similar position on the road as the Vauxhall 
‘Apart from the early scare in the Welsh 
forests with the differential, the car ran 
faultlessly and came home a hard eamed 
16th overall 

Next year we shall be secing Sparrow in 
the G2 car, hopefully fully sorted ou after 
the winter's development, and partnering him 
in Gi will be the familiar faces of Paul 
Faulkner and Monty Peters, With this for- 
midable team with which to attack the RAC 
rounds, DTV will take some beating in 1975, 
fand together with the Martin Group car 
and DOT entries, General Motors (almost 
by accident) are poised on the threshold of 
overall sticcess In national rallying. Sparrow's 
lean times seem to be well and truly over, 


Great attention is paid to secure stowage in the boot. Note massive screen washer reservolr 
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FOR YOUR DTV 
SPORTPART 


REQUIREMENTS CONTACT 
THESE DEALERS 


DRAKE & FLETCHER LTD. 
DTV Dealers in Kent 


For all your DTV 


requirements 
Telephone: Sales, 
Maidstone 59161 
Service and Sportpart, 
Maidstone 65531 
LGQCKY HILL, 
ONDON ROAD, 
MAIDSTONE, KENT Ve 


FOR YOUR DTV SPORTPART DEALER 
IN YORKSHIRE 
CONTACT 


THOMPSONS OF HULL 


230/236 ANLABY ROAD 
HULL, YORKSHIRE 


Telephone 
0482 23681 


FOR VAUXHALL IN YORK 
LEEDHAMS 


ROUGIER STREET, 
LENDEL BRIDGE, 
YORKS, YO1 1HX. 


Tel: (0904) 25444 


Sa 


For all your DTV 
requirements contact 
NASH OF CARDIFF LTD. 
SLOPER ROAD, CARDIFF, CF1 STE 


Telephone 
CARDIFF (0222) 387221 


FOR DTV IN THE ISLE of WIGHT 
CANNING DAY LTD 


Phone us for all your Vauxhall requirements 
ISLE of WIGHT 2218 (STD CODE 098-381) 
MACGREGOR [J 
POULTON-LE-FYLDE, 
NEAR BLACKPOOL, LANCS 
shaacca case neces 
Erricaaa Sones nea Sioa 


GARAGES LTD.¥=—# 
Tel: POULTON-LE-FYLDE (STD 039-12) 
(Send 20p for illustrated Sportspart catalogue) 


SOUTH ST. 
NEWPORT 


BEDFORD 
STATION ROAD, 
3932/4024/6383 
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Special stage 


edited by lan Sadler 


DTV’s hig plans incorporate 
Faulkner/Peters for group 1 


‘The intrepid team of Paul Faulk 
ner and Monty Peters will be 
seen throughout next year driv: 
ing @ Vauxhall, This move comes 
after eight years of Fords and 
five days of Datsun, Paul and 
Monty will be driving for che 
rapidly expanding DV team 
throughout the year. Their car 
Will be group one, and the events 
Will be-all the RAC Champion 
ship rounds, and the home inter- 
nationals of course, Faulkner 
was “delighted” with the deal 
when we spoke with him last 
weekend. Faulkner and Peters 
had planned, until the DTV offer 
materialised, to campaign their 
Escort RS1600 again next year 
with @ more powerful engine, in 
a bid for high points on RAC 
nationals. Surprisingly, Paul was 
not one of the nominees for the 
Kleber award, but his new des 

makes overdue recognition of the 


Waterlooville driver's _talems. 
Paul bas enjoyed a successful 
season of Castrol/AUTOSFORT 
rounds, and competed on the 
RAC. with the third works Dat. 
sun Violet, a drive which helped 
Secure the team prize for the 
Japanese company. 

Will Sparrow will be entered 
with a group two 16 valve car in 
all RAC National and Internation 
als next year, while a similar car 

ibe driven on “certain major 
RAC Iniernational events” by a 
driver yet to be nominated. DTV 
obviously have an ambRious pro- 
gramme ahead fcr next year, and 
their performances this "year 
would indicate that it should be 
& highly successful season ahead. 

Faulkner will be driving his 
Escort on the final C/A round on 
the 28th of this month and the 
car will be firxed with ventilated 
ise brakes It will come up for 
sale alter the Tour of Eppynt. 


Paul Faulkner (right) and Monty Peters—a fast and safe team. 


RAC “get tough” on offenders 


Rumours floating around suggest 
that a tough new line on the use 
of illicit pace notes, trespass and 
Practising ig about to be taken 
by the RAC, It seems that the 
recent. Rockey affair has not 
impressed, and steps are being 
taken to ‘tighten up the overall 
situation. This would supposedly 
involve some delving into the 
legal. definitions of trespass 
before any stipulations are laid 
down in the GORs; but there is 
talk of such measures as a three 
year suspension of an offender's 
Competition licence for related 
offences. Naturally the RAC is 
very anxious to maintain 

relations with the Forestry Com- 
mission, and other aspects 
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allegedly under recent discussion 
have been the projected use of 

summer" tyres on national 
forestry events. “Such a move 
‘would obviously have a less detri 
mental effect on the track sur- 
faces (while also making the busi- 
ness in hand that much more 
skilful). However, a decision one 
way or the other, is bound to 
be very difficult to reach owing 
to the problems surrounding the 
definition of what constitutes a 
““ummer” tyre. Scandinavian 
nationals have adopted this pro- 
cedure for some time now and 
the experiment, while still being 
persevered with, has not been as 
successful as was originally 
hoped. 


Leyland ST to continue 


No news would seem to be 
gocd news from Brivish Leyland 
this week considering the widély 
reported “cyclical decline” of 
$e corporation. The latest news 
we have is that ST will “con- 
tinue to funcsion.” The newly 
formed ST operation appears to 
tmave escaped the axe. A senior 
spckeaman confirmed early this 


week that “production will be 
Stepped up ‘and we will be 
Selling harder than ever.” The 
pramotional asp 

format confirms. that 
@iaying an imporvant pare in 
harder selling, and we hope that 
Briish Leyland can prove the 
worth of rally and racing in 
volvement to an even greater 
extent next year. 


Ari Vatanen 
plans to drive 
in Britain 


The details are not final yet, but 
books as if Piland’s atest red 
hot rally driver may be on his 
way £0 seck fame and fortune in 
Brkain. “Ari Vatanen who drove 
so well on the 1000 Lakes én his 
Opel Ascona with Alf Krogell 
uumit he fost a wheel on the Inst 
morning, is also the man who 
narrowly defeated Hannu Mikkola 
in the works Perd_on one Finnish 
rally this year. He bs hoping to 
come over and work for DOT in 
Shipley prepacing cars for Tony 
Fall. He will bring tis own 
‘Ascona with him and wil drive 

whenever he gets the chance. 


© Owing to the expected effects 
Of the Christmas card senders, 
the RAC have asked us to point 
cut that Monte Carlo Rally 
enteies will be accepted up until 
December 30. The reduced fee 
will apply until the 23rd with 
the normal rate applying for the 
final week. 


New sponsorship 
for Scots series 


Scottish rallying entrepreneur 
Ross Finlay will be in charge of 
the Scottish Rally Championship 
next year, This Is not however 
Hts. official name; _an important 
co-sponsor with The Scotsman 
newspaper has not yet been an- 
nounced, Confirmation that all is 
well is expected by the end of 
this week. Rumour would sug: 
gest that the sponsor is as close- 
Ty associated with the series as 
was Shell. Cou'd it be another 
oll company? For next year The 
Scotaman will not take any ad 
ministrative responsobility with 
the series, confining their inter: 
fest 10 cash, promosion and pub- 
Ticity. Ross’ will be Daising with 
the East and West Associations 
of clubs, and a fist of the 
counters is expected t0 be ready 
next week 


@ Want an Escort Mexico for 
group one rallying next season? 
There's one going free that we've 
heard about. For further details 
tum to Pit and Paddock, post 
haste 


Ice driving spectacular planned 


Organised by the Dunfermline 
Car Club and the Scottish Motor 


Racing Club, there will be a 
motor sport “challenge” in Edin- 
burgh on January” 12 which 


sounds, t0 us, appecising enough 
to assure quite a few full Tri- 
dents to Turnhouse on the day 
T's The Scotsman newspaper's 
idea to team six racing drivers 
against six rally drivers for an 
ice driving contest. To be held 
at Murrayfield Ice Rink, admis- 
sion will be 50p per ticket, ob- 
tainable from, either the Rink, 
Sports Tune (Edinburgh) or 
The Scotsman offices. Kleber 
be supplying studded ice. tyres 
for the event. The rally drivers 
will consist of Andrew Cowan, 
Donald Heggie, James Rae, 
Arthur Jasper, Bill Taylor and 
‘Alasdair Findlay. Teamed against 
them will be Bill Dryden, Jenni- 
fer and Graham Birrell, Doug 
p Eddy joh and Tan 
ie promises to be an 


all 


interesting evening, especially if 
Roger Clark arrives without studs 
(as was suggested In York after 
the RAC). 


Bill Taylor—on ice. 


Special stage 


Mikkola plans a busy year 


It looks as if there will be two 
Finns in the Fiat line-up for 1975 
for in addition to Markku Alen, 
Fist have now signed Hannu 
Mikkola whase Ford contract ex- 
pires on December 31. His first 
Outing for them will be on the 
Monte Carlo in January when he 
‘wall stare from Monaco in a Fiat 
Spyder with Jean Todt. At 
Present he is in the Ivory Coast 
Fecceing for the Bandama Rally 
which he js doing for Peugect 
again with Todt. His commit 
ments to Peugeot for 1975 will 
be honoured despite the Fiat sign- 
ing and he will thus drive a 504 
Peugeot inthe Safari, Morocco, 


will leave him with 
the Arctic, the Swedish, the 
Hankirally,” the Portuguese, ‘the 
Acropolis, ‘the 1000 Lakes, the 
Rideau Lakes and the RAC Rally 


Hannu Mitkola—hats off 


to do for Fist. A busy year in: 
deed 


Hill the winner ? 


Hill/Keith Wood won the 


MN Red Dragon Rally by 
three minutes from. the Escort 
of John Edwards-Parton last 
weekend. Unfortunately. our 
report of the event fell victim to 
random Christmas post so we 
€annot print fuller details until 
next week. Also somewhat unfor- 
tunately the result of the rally 
was not known at the time of 
printing due to a protest due to 
conflicting readings from a noise 
meter. Although no car. is 
allowed to start such @ rally if 
over the decibel limit, a noise 
check ‘showed both Hill "and 
Edwards-Parton to be  infring: 
ing. A subsequent check at the 
finish showed them to be within 
the allowed level. There will 
probably be more nolse created 
with protests than ever came 
from the cars. 


Ford to close AVO shop 


— rationalisation of production at Halewood 


‘The gloom that is currently per- 
vading the motor industry has 
nevertheless not halted the silly 
season which is very much in 
evidence at the moment, perhaps 
nowhere more so than” down 
Boreham way. Rumours are fly- 
ing about in great numbers and 
all is conjecture at the present 
but certain points seem to be 
emerging. It seems almost 99 
per cent certain that the produc- 
tion facility at Ockendon (the 
home of AVO) will be closed 
down and the future range of 
quick Fords (the new Escort is 
due very shortly) will be pro- 
duced on the mainstream produc 
tion line at Halewood. This does 
not, however, mean a shutdown 
of “AVO activities, for a nucleus 
of highly trained staff will almost 
certainly be kept on at the Ock 
endon site to engineer products 
made by the mainstream, so that 
special parts for Fords ‘will not 
be affected in the least. At the 
Present time, the "75 budget is in 
‘he process of being approved; 
but subject to the money” being 
lable, these rather severe cuts 
would not necessarily drastically 
affect Boreham. It is clear, how 
ever, that Ford's rallying activi- 
ties will be pruned in some way. 
Some of the Finns, 
not be on the strength next yea 
Alen has been released, a sits 
tion which was hardly surprising 
in view of his connections with 
Fiat and his rather infrequent 
doWves for" Ford this year. 
Hannu Mikkola, who has also 
been told that his services are 


Haleyon days for Mike Greasley and Datsun, the team prize on this year’s RAC. 


“‘No’’ to motor sport from Datsun GB 


After weeks of rumour we can 
confirm, regrettably, that there 
will be'a firm “no motor sport” 
policy from Datsun GB for next 
year. However, we are likely to 
See the Violet in rallies just the 
‘Same next season. Mike Greas- 
ley, Datsun's UK Competitions 
‘Manager, has arranged terms with 


cr 


Nissan Datsun, Japan, for a 
supply of cars and parts and a 
sponsor is being eagerly sought 
for the coming year. Chris 
Sclater’s contract terminates at 
the end of this month, but it is 
expected that he will be driving 
@ Violet under the new agree 
ment. Datsun's clamp-down on 


participation follows record sales 
in this country; their sales figures 
for November showing a 100 per 
cent increase, which puts them 
ahead of both Chrysler and 
Vauxhall in this country. Foreign 
car sales accounted for a record 


not required for next year 
whether Ford get their necessary 
budget or not, will be making 
the trip to Turin—although If 
Ford (Finland) bad been able to 
raise “the necessary cash he 


would almost” certainly have 
driven for them. This situ. 
ation would leave. just 


Roger, who may well be seen 
contesting the British champlon- 
ship as never before, and the ‘old 
fox’ Timo Makinen to keep the 
flag flying elsewhere. The over- 
all situation, however, Is not as 
gloomy as it sounds, ‘for one of 
the obvious results of rationalls- 
Ing production “at Halewood 
would be the influx of Gl RS 
20008 etc on to the competition 
scene in vastly greater numbers 
than ever before, a. situation 
which can hardly amuse Vauxhall 
and Chrysler. As usual it all 
depends on money and the Big 
Men in Dettoit 


Mehta changes 
‘planes and car 


Shoktar Mehta left for the 


Bandama Rally last week con- 
fidert that he was about to drive 
in that event with Lofty Drews 
aa Lancia Bota. While he was 
changing planes in Paris, he 
ore he would “check with 

well and you 
can imagine his shock when he 

- 


Shekhar 


Mehta—now you see 


was told that because Pregtiasco 
iad rolled the car destined for 
Bandama, Lancia had decided to 
pull out. He flew home and the 
ext thing was that Jean-Claude 
Bertrand, the rally organiser, rai 
up with'a deal to do the rally 
for Alpine sponsored by Gitanes. 
They had criginally agreed to 
fave just one such car for Henri 
Pescardio but now there was 
another one available. They tried 
to swing a deal whereby Mehta 
‘would also do the Safari for hem 
but he is already contracted to 
Lancia for that event. Anyway, 
within hours he was en route for 
Paris again and then off to the 
Ivory Coast to meet his journalist 
co-driver, Johnny Rives 
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Special stage 


Blenheim Park Stages lifts gloom 


Bruern MC's Blenheim Park Cots- 
wold Stages Rally relieves the 
lack of stage action when it gets 
underway this Saturday evening: 


aad 


starting at 6 pm from the pre- 
mises of the Lex Mead Motor 
Company, Cheltenham, metric 
sheet 163 MR: 932339. The 
ambitious event will keep crews 
going until a scheduled 5 pm 
Sunday finish at Burford. More 
‘than 100 miles of stages are on 
the agenda for the 120 crew: 


One of the Team Robert Moss cars on the Park at a recent press day. 


weather permitting. During the 
right competitors will be tackling 
farm track and airfield st 

‘on Sunday, those that 
wilt have 

Blenheim Park, to be tackled 
three times, Here there will be 
spectator facilities including run- 
ning commentary from Barrie 
Williams and Alex Hobbs. Blen- 
heim will be visited in between 
other stages of @ less exotic 
ature. 


Admission to the park will be 
0p per car. 

Andy Dawson will be giving 
his new Kleber car a first outing 
fon the event, and his late entry 
is) numbered at zero with first 
slot for Kevin Videan with 
the Old Woking Datsun 260Z. The 
first Ford appears at number ¢wo 
with the new Broadspeed RS 
of Gordon Batchelor, who will 
be navigated by Martin Holmes. 
The entry follows with David 
Stokes (Escort TC); Dick Beeby 
(RS1600) ; Mark Ridout (Alpine) ; 
Charles Eveson (Escort 1800 
pushrod) : Barry Spiers (2.3 Viva); 
John Lipton (Porsche 911); Jon 
Priestly (Escort TC) and Terry 
Brown (Escort TC). The Army 
have even entered some Land. 
Rovers, who will doubtless do a 
good trade, if mot quite win the 
event outright. 


Paul White joins the ranks . . . 


‘The number of co-deivers who are 
going all-out to make rallying 
hale only career is on the én- 
crease, Dave Richards looks as 
Mf he ‘will fave this hands full 
with Andy Dawson land iis not 
planning on running another on 
the aide, while Mardin Holmes 
has been journalising and navigat- 
ing independent of his law 
business for some months now. 
Paul White is another co-driver 
who Jooks dike joining the ranks. 
He has hopes of doing a full sea- 
son next year with Nigel Rockey 
who has kept his works Escort 
from the RAC, but any rides in 
addition to this would be wel- 
come. Paul has recently moved 
house > Clevedon, south-west 
of Bristol, where his telephone 
number is 5891. 


Paul White—turning professional. 
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Computer takeover 


The Tynemouth DMC's computer 
ised fally results service has 
been available for only one 
month, but the club are pleased 
to announce chat they have al- 
ready secured the task of 
producing the results for the two 
mon signifioam stage events £0 
be run during che month of 
December; the Blenheim Park 
Conswotd ‘Stages Rally this week- 
fend and the final Castrol /AUTO- 
sro round, the Tour of 
Eppymt, on December 28. 

The results service is based 
on the computer programme 
developed for the Lindisfame 
IDEM Rally and is available co 
any club in the British Isles (or 
anywhere else for that matter) 
and is operated on a non-profit 
basis. An expert on the pro- 
gramme will travel to each event 
to supervise Its use, and ehe only 
facility needed isa telephone 
Dine £0 provide the link to the 
Comstwsre central computer in 
London. Tynemouth expect. the 
cost, inclusive of cme, etc, t 
be in che region of £60. Clubs 
imerested in using the system 
next year are invited to see 
in aperation on ether of the 


above events. Contact. Marsin 
Liddle “on Newoastle 682414 
(evenings). 


Leyland news 


The first of British Leyiand's 
Open House getaogethers 100k 
place Jast Thursday at the (amos 
showrooms in Stough. Several 
hundred people turned up to 
Ysten to Brian Culcheth talk and 
watch the films “The Culcheth 
Job" and “The Cyprus Rally.” 
‘Also on hand were Richard Seth- 
Smveh, BM Price and Semon 
Pearson from Bikish Leyland 
with i good selection of competi- 
tion cars for the visitors to look 
over, este Mike Dixon and Roger 
Wiis of Castrol brought their 
expertise on Ot plus a brief 
round of their ever-popular quiz. 
Sech-Smith and Culcheth were 
Joined on the BL teom by John 
Davenport and these three with 
the axsistance of Roger Willis 
were able to fose convincingly 
but entertainingly to the Mamos 
team. The whole evening was 
very well ceouived by an 
enthusiastic audience and Mamos, 
‘wip Ihave their own sponsored 
Dolomite in rallies, were deligh- 
ted wath its success, BL hope to 
sage more of these events round 
the countey. 


@ If you are campaigning, or are 
planning either mtoing or rallying 
whh a British Leyland car, the 
piace to be this Saturday is 
Leytand ST, at Abingdon. On 
that day there witl be a clcarout 
ef more than 4,000 new and used 
parts, for both current and past 
models, sanging back over the 
past four/five years. The ST 
Headquarters is based at Abing- 
don, Berkstiire, near Oxford 


RAC dates? 


Provisional dates for forthcoming 
1975 RAC rounds are as follows 
February 20-23, the Mintex Dales; 
March 22, the Hackle; March 2 
April 1, The Circuit of Ireland; 
‘April 13, Granite City; May 9-11, 
The Weish; May 3i-June 5, the 
Scottish; June 27, the Texaco; 
July 5, Jim Clark; August 23, 
Burma; September! 12-13, the 
Manx; October 4, the Lindisfarne; 
November 21-26, the Lombard 
RAC Rally. 


Exciting new 
forest rally 


A new forex rally next year will 
be the Lakeland Forest Stages 
Rally, sponvored by the Lakeland 
Motor Company, Ford Railyesport 
Dealers of Kendal. The event will 
be held on Saturday, August 30, 
‘and willbe a round of the 
BTRDA Gold Star rally champ- 
onstiip. Starting in Kendal the 
rally will use most af the Leke- 
land forests with a route keep- 
ing road mileage to an absctute 
minimum. The Lakeland Forest 
‘Stages will finish at the Amble- 
side Park Hotel, Ambleside, 
Morecambe CC, who have the 
allocation, are combining with 
the Kirkby Lonsdale MC and 
jolie Clerks of the Course will 
be Stephen Bye and Robert 
Hughes. Secretary of the rally is 
Brian Snape of 22 Church Lane, 


Headquarters will be the 
Ambleside Park Hotel and 
Stephen Bye lis advising that 
competitors imending to use the 
hotel should book early, mention: 
ing the rally, Address of the 


hotel (ihre star) is Wanless 
Howe, Waterhead, Ambleside, 
Cumbria. Telephone “Ambleside 
2571 


Briefly.... 


@ A berated prizegiving for the 
Grasshopper Rally will be held 
by Maidstone and Mid Kent MC 
on Wednesday evening, Decem- 
ber 18th, at the Hazlitt Theatre, 
Earl Street, Maidstone, The bar 
will be open from 7pm and the 
prize giving will be held in con- 
juction with a Marlboro film 
night. All who were connedted 
with ‘he event are welcome. 


@ Due to a route clash, Bath 
Motor Club have found it ‘neces- 
sary to postpone their Festival 
Stages Rally and are now hoping 
to Tun the event in June 1975, sub- 
ject to negotiations with relevant 
Jandowners. The club are confi- 
dent that they will be able 00 
make the event better than first 
anticipated as the time will allow 
for some extra stages that would 
not have been usable in the 
winter months. 
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Tune in 


AVJ: Specialists in Porsche Ace 


and Ford rally 
By BOB CONSTANDUROS 


If they call Max Mosley the Great Chicken 
of Bicester, they must call Ralph Broad the 
Great Daddy of Southam. Perhaps unwittingly, 
through his ex-employers, he has sired many 
fan engine preparation or performance business 
throughout the country. One of these is AVS 
Developments, a small business now mainly 
involved in preparing rally cars, run by Tony 
Jones, who, incidentally, is quick to. thank 
the Great Daddy for this excellent and early 
tultion in the art of making engines do what 
they should, with maximum efficiency. Being 
near to Wales at Pershore, in Worcestershire, 
Tony Jones does much of his business with 
the Welsh ‘rally stalwarts, including Dai 
Roderick and Jeff Churchill, and although his 
experience is naturally very lengthy when it 
comes to Fords, his other love and interest is 
in Porsches. Apart from owning one, he has 
been involved in rally preparation again for 
both Malcolm Patrick and Bryan Evans. 


Tony Jones was actually brought up-in a 
age in Kings Norton, Birmingham, which 
had the effect on him of never wanting to have 
anything to do with it again. However, he 
had a small panel beating job for a while, 
found that it wasn't so bad after all, and 
started working for Ralph Broad during his 
days In Birmingham. That was in 1964, and 
Jones was a ntere mechanic on the road side 
However, he quickly graduated to the race 
side, and in 1966, mechanicing for John 
Fitzpatrick, they won the premier saloon car 
championship. Jones in’ fact stayed with 
Fitzpatrick throughout the Anglia and Escort 
eras and into the team running the F5000 
Leda with Ford Boss engine which Chris Craft 
drove rather abortively, 

“T was getting totally knackered though, 
says Tony, “and finally I just settled into 
engine development. Broad has a gift for 
tuning motor cars and he's very clever. He's 
also a good boss, he sparks you into life. It 
was the best tuition you could have.” Jones 
built up all engines for race and rally, and all 
Ford based. By this time, he'd had a brief 
taste of competition in a Mini, but in 1971. 
after seven years with Broadspeed, he decided 
to leave: "1 don't know why. The idea just 
came quickly, 1 was getting stale with the 
same place and the same boss, and I just 


preparation 


thought it was time to leave. From racing, 1 
knew Malcolm Gartlan who owns the 
Pershore Trading Estate and 1 got these 
premises. I got in about six nuts and bolts as 
Stock and’ existed on a. word-of-mouth 
business. In fact, in that first year, I went 
stark raving mad. I built about 30 or 40 
engines in the first six months, lots of BDAS 
for Germany, Holland and Jorg Obermoser, 
mostly for racing.” 

Tt was at the end of that year that he 
became. involved for after the 
RAC of 1971, 

Jones to build up a Group 2 rally Escort. The 
Fesult proved to be quite a success for 1 
with a fourth on the Manx and seventh in the 
RAC. 

If that wasn't enough for the small business, 
there was also a full race 1300 cc Escort. 
identical to a Broadspeed car, this driven by 
Paul Ridgeway on the tracks, but with an 
unfortunate lack of success, despite producing. 
147 ‘bhp from the downdraught engine. Both 


Below, the fore and aft of the Sewards club Escort at AVJ's. Above, Tony Jones, the boss. 


the Escorts, racing and 
by AVI Developments. 

While all this was going on, Tony Jones 
was also getting involved in Formula Ford. 
“I didn’t want to get involved but it was a 
good trade," he says, slightly regretfully, From 
1972 to 1973, he built around 60 engines, many 
of which were exported, although Doug 
Bassett used one with considerable success 
in the Nike dn this country. He also built up 
n Escort for American John Buffum for the 
Press On Regardless in 1972. Tony Jones, with 
help from Tivvy Shenton’s Specfab C and S 
Business in the next block, built the complete 
Escort in Britain, dismantied it, shipped it to 
the USA, and then rebuilt it again 

For 1973, Malcolm Patrick had a Porsche 
prepared by Tony, and went well from the 
beginning. The Gremlin was the first event, 
in victory, followed by another first 
in the Stocktonian’ and then second on the 
Manx. until the Porsche was inverted and 
dropped to fifth. From ‘that time, AVJ was 
quickly a busy place, the staff now consisting 
of two others as well as Tony. There was 
lots ‘more rally work: Dai Roderick and Jeff 
Churchill were customers, the latter Ing a 
good second on the Welsh to Markku Alen 
until the clutch went on the 1800 cc engine. 
Much of the business was from the Welsh 
rallying fraternity, and much of the work has 
continued Into this year, although Tony hasn't 
run a car himself in 1974 

Jeff Churchill's Escort is now 2 years old, 
while Dat Roderick should have had his new 
car by now, for it was being built when I 
Visited Pershore, after his earlier car was 
burnt out. Bryan Evans’ Porsche is tended 
there and Lawrence Jones, who won the 
Isonar Rally, is another of AVJ's customers. 
‘Amongst other interesting developments is a 
BDA engined Morgan which local solicitor 
Andrew Duncan uses ‘in hillclimbing. He 
recently won the Prescott Gold Cup. Tony 
Jones also occasionally does engine blue 
Printing for Morgan themselves (in Malvern) 


lly, were entered 
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Jeff Churchill still uses this Escort for rallying, despite its age. He's se 


when one Is required, and does work on local of the two models. Costwise, an RS1600 for 
high performance cars. Group 2 ing would cost between £5000 
The BDA business is one of which he is and £6000 to build up whi 

especially proud, emphasising reliability. One RS2000 would come about £2000 cheaper. 
of his engines has only been rebuilt once in It's not essential to have the S-speed box 

three seasons of competition. Having built up| says Tony, “and the ancillaries are not so 
& couple of RS2000s and RS1600s, he's ina expensive on the RS2000, Wet sump is quite 
fairly good position to go into the economics adequate; one has to strengthen the sump, 


Fancy @ BDA engined Morgan? AVJ did this one for hill climber Andrew Duncan. 
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here with regular co-driver Roger Jones on the 1973 Dukeri 


and then it's a cheaper car for national 

For an RS2000 engine, Tony uses pistons 
from a Hepworth forging, the standard 
tuftrided crank, standard rods and his own 
large. valve head, machined. on his own 
premises, He's designed his own profile cam, 
and prefers to use 45 DCOE Webers to 40s 
which he reckons tend to run out of steam at 
the top end. Janspeed build him a * sensible’ 
exhaust system. He stocks spares from 
Cosworth because he Believes in them 100 per 
cent, but he prefers to be self sufficient on 
fall alteration. "I don't rely on anyone for 
machining, I just don’t want to farm things 
out, 1 just have the cranks balanced locally, 
otherwise I'm self sufficient, but at the same 
time, I've never been behind on a delivery 
date. 

‘Another of Tony Jones’ products is his idea 
of the Mini-Ford, used to great success by 
Cedric Bell, John Hipkiss, Geoff Wood and 
Graham Lloyd. The kit consists of a down 
draught cylinder head, camshaft, Injection kit 
with his own throttle slides, then the modified 
gearbox to fit on to the Mini idler. 

For 1975, Tony Jones would like to run 
another rally car but nothing was fixed at the 
time of our visit. Ideally, he'd like to have a 
garage (despite those earlier misgivings) with 
Ford and Porsche franchises, and from there, 
he'd le to market Ford and Porsche rally 
cars. As it is, he'd like to expand a little from 
his current premises, where he has a dyno 
“in the garden” away from his own shops. 
It’s surprising he hasn't had Formula Atlantic 
trade for the BDAs, and in fact, following a 
recent season in a Chevron BI7C doing hill- 
climbs and sprints, He'd like to go Atlantic 
himself, but the business is too important, and 
that’s what matters most 

There's no doubt that Tony Jones takes a 
pride in his work, and wants to keep it highly 
Individual and private, providing a complete 
service from nothing (o the finished product. 
Judging from recent successes, it appears the 
expertise is there. 
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The best of the 
year’s racing, 
rallying and 
motor sport — 
for only 60p! 


The publishing bargain of the year for all enthusiasts is 
now on sale: 112 pages packed with inside stories by top 
specialist writers and dramatic action pictures, covering 
every aspect of motoring sport from Grands Prix, 
international rallies and endurance events to club racing, 
autocross and dragsters. 


Peter Newton heads an editorial team which includes Mike 
Kettlewell, Charles Lucas, Noel Edmonds, John Davenport, 
Nigel Roebuck, Richard Hudson-Evans, lan Phillips, Chris 
Witty, lan Titchmarsh, Bob Constanduros, lan Sadler, 
Robin Rew and Robin Boucher. 


AUTOSPORT ANNUAL looks at 1974's _ triumphs, 
tribulations and tragedies in Formula 1, Formula 2, Group 2 
and Formula 5000, and in a special report Mike Kettlewell 
takes a hard look at the way Formula 1 seems to be pricing 
itself out of existence. 


John Davenport explains in detail the fantastic technique 
on loose surfaces and ice that makes the Finns the 
world’s best rally drivers, while lan Sadler talks to Roger 
Clark to find out what he really thinks about modern 
international rallying. 


DJ and personality Noel Edmonds writes exclusively in his 
own irrepressible style about his first season's racing, and 
fan Phillips interviews two young men with world-cham- 
pionship ambitions, Jim Crawford and John Watson. 


If you've ever wondered whether racing drivers’ schools 
offer real value for money, read Peter Newton's detailed 


p------rrn re 


exposé on all three currently operating in Britain, and on 


the Formula Ford hire-drive scene as well. 


Richard Hudson-Evans examines the current state of rally- 
ing in this country and finds it healthy indeed, while another 
special feature looks behind the scenes at how a race 
meeting is really organised. 


And there are three very off-beat stories from Charles 
Lucas, on his year as chauffeur of the Hesketh Grand Prix 
team’s motor home; Nigel Roebuck, on what Deep South 
NASCAR racing is really like; and Chris Witty, giving the 
full lowdown on how drivers, mechanics and journalists 
behave at a Swedish Formula 2 meeting. 

Other areas of the sport are not neglected. We look at 
Group 1 saloon racing, @ most important area in 1974; 
Formula Atlantic comes in for some criticism from the 
ever-outspoken lan Titchmarsh; and historic racing, hill- 
climbing, autocross, Shellsport Mexico and drag racing all 
have their own sections. And there’s the now-traditional 
AUTOSPORT ANNUAL selection of club driver profiles. 


All this, plus a wealth of superb photography, 
you'll find in the new AUTOSPORT ANNUAL. 
And it costs only 60p. 


It’s at your local newsagent now. Or, in case of 
difficulty, use the coupon. 


Deiat Sc aes SASS Re A Soha a! | 


eterna Department, Haymarket Publishing Ltd, Craven House, 34 Foubert’s Place, London | 


| Please send me 


|! enclose my cheque/postal order for .... 


| Name 


AUTOSPORT ANNUAL(s) at 60p each plus 15p postage and packing. | 
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Purely personal 


“What I am trying 
to say was that the 
146 seemed to 
represent a pretty 
fair cross-section 
of motorway users 
and some of them 
were evidently 
going nearly flat 
‘out in quite small 
engined cars.’ 


JOHN DAVENPORT 


I had occasion at lunch the other day to sit 
next toa fellow motoring Journalist who bas 
just been deprived of the right to drive motor 
cars for thive months. 1 should like to say to 
him that what follows is not a direct result 
of that conversation nor Is it due to any 
impending prosecution on members of our 
staff, L have written before about speed limits 
and those of you who can remember what T 
sald on those occasions will recall that I think 
very little of arbitrary speed limits, To sum 
up, L think that they are a divisive force 
between the police and the public and I would 
be much happier to see the police allowed to 
proceed In those cases of excess speed where 
they considered it to be a positive danger 
with charges of careless or dangerous driving 
Fifty milles an hour may be unsafe but leg 
on a wet road in rush-hour trafic, wh 


‘one hundred miles an hour -may be itl 
safe ona dry motorway in light teaine 

The her day {had to drive up the M4 to 
London and as I had plenty of time and it was 


a nice day, I tackled the job in a more sedate 
fashion than I normally would do. To start 
with, I cruised along at sixty-five miles an 
hour but before very long, my pleasant reverie 
with the aid of Radio 2 was broken into by a 


roar, A quick glance in the mirror and all T 
could see was Albion or Leyland written 
backwards ; T was holding up a lorry in the 


middle lane. Feeling extremely guilty, 1 dive 
for the slow Jane and the articulated container 
t rogally past me. From then on, I 


reduced by concentration on Radio 2 and the 
English countryside and paid as much atten: 
tion to the mbrors as if 1 was speeding. 1 
soon began to realise that at my pre 
determined speed of sixty-five miles an hour, 
1 was one of the slowest vehicles on the 
motorway. The rest of the London-bound traffic 
‘was swooping past me at a speed differential 
which seemed to indicate either that they had 
il planted bombs in Bristol or that they had 
@ fine contempt for the seventy speed limit 
When the sun was shining and the road dry. 
To get some statistics, I pulled out my 
Philips pocket recorder, speeded up to dead 
‘on the limit and noted how many cars I passed 
‘nd how many passed me. By the time I 
reached London Airport, I had been passed by 
not less than 146 vehicies and had in my tum 
passed 53 other vehicles. Most surprising, 
Of those 146 there were such exotica as 
Cortina 1300s, Morris 1100s, Escort vans 
including one’ belonging to a well known 
motoring association, several lorries, a Renault 
5, a Simca 1100, countless two litre cars, and 
several Jaguars, BMWs, Reliants and other 
cars well known for their capability of going 
fast. What I am trying to say was that the 
146 seemed to represent a pretty fair cross- 
section of motorway users and some of them 
wore evidently going nearly flat out in quite 
small engined cars. The general disregard and 
contempt of the imposed speed limit surprised 
me for 1 did think that most drivers kept 
somewhere close to it I would like to do a 
Fun at eighty mites an hour to see how many 
were going faster than that for I got the 
distinct impression that most of the cars that 
passed me were going at least ten miles an 
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hour faster. 

Tt was suggested towards the end of last 
year by onte of the bodies which represent 
the legal profession that a speed limit 
cighty miles an hour on motorways was 
desirable tin face of the increasing numbers 
of motorists being prosecuted for infringement 
of the seventy limit. Naturally part of their 
fears centred on the possible clogging of the 
British legal system with motoring cases, but 
there was also the hine that they felt that a 
Jaw so evidently held in contempt by the 
majority of motorists could not be a good one. 
Parliament, after all, is supposed to express 
the wishes of the majority though it does 
seem in this day and age that it tries more 
and more to tell us what és good for us as if 
we were naughty schoolboys. Of course, the 
Suggestion to put up the limit to eighty miles 
an hour disappeared in all the restrictions 
associated with the petrol ‘crisis” and we 
had to suffer a limit of fifty miles an hour 
instead, This was designed to save fuel and 
T suppose that it did. The only thing tha T 
have not yet seen in this democracy of ours is 
‘ome kind of estimate of how much fuel it 
saved. Was all that tedium really setting the 
‘Arab moguls back on their hevls and putting 
our industry back on its feet ? If It was, I must 
confess that I see no signs of it today. 

By now you must have guessed that I am 
writing this hot from studying the Friday 
apers which assure us that come Monday 
there will be a speed limie of sixty miles an 
hour on all roads except motorways. (It turned 
‘out to be 60 on dual carriageways and 50 on 
all single, lane roads—Ed.) This great energy 
saving ploy Is Introduced at a time when the 
public Is harassed by far more serious prob- 
lems such as the lack of bread and. the 


The C 


suspension. T 


possibility of being blown to bits or maimed 
by the IRA. Of course it will save fuel, but 
how much and what do our guardians propose 
to do with the fuel that they have saved ? 
Maybe no one has told them that they can’t 
run power stations on four star petrol. To me 
it is an ll-conoeived measure which strikes 
‘once again at the poor old motorist and, like 
so many ideas coming out of Westminsten 
will do nothing ¢o alleviate our present 


desperate economic situation but will, at least, 
make a show of being firm to us damn-fooi 
Glectors. It is not less miles an hour we need 
Mr Varley, it is a firm hand with industry and 
the unions to get us back on-a competitive 
basis with the est of the world. You can't 
expect anyone to work towards a better future 


Hf all you promise us is 1984. 


CARS AND CARS 


What with being a sort of professional rally 
co-driver, 1 don’t have time for a lot of the 
normal perks that come the way of motoring 
journalists. One of these is the business of 
swanning around in other people's cars. TWO 
events I used. to look forward to” with 
enthusiasm are the Michelin Foreign Car test 
day at Silverstone and the Guild of Motoring 
Writers outing at the same track where just 
about every species of British car is there to 
be tried. Unfortunately, this year the 
Organisers of both events have been very care 
ful and looked in the international rally 
calendar to make sure that they pick a date 
that clashes. Never mind, when I am old and 
grey I shall be back to explore the grass at 
Woodcore, but in the meantime I have to make 
do with my wife's car and what might be 
loosely termed * recoe cars.’ 

For the past two years, the Davenport family 


pri hasn’t been used much for rallying, but Davenport was impressed with the RS3100 
is is Roger Platt’s battered 3 litre version in typical pose on the Castrol 75. 


IS FOR SALE 
CHRIS BARNET’S ROYALE RP18A 


This car has everything including perhaps the best Heidigger engine to come from 
the factory. 

This car will be on the champion stand at the Racing Car Show. Why not 
come along and see it for yourself ? 


For further details Bedford 44341 or Bedford 67583. 


A BETTER CAR ALL ROUND WHEN YOUFITA.. 


O0D-JEFFREYS 
AUTOELECTRIC =X ING 


f WRITE FOR KLLUSTRATED LITERATURE TO; 
7 WOOD-JEFFREYS ITD. ‘om 
North Road, Kumburton, Huddersfield HOB ORT 


HOOPERS OF 
BRISTOL 


JAYBRAND RACEWEAR 


National Nomex Race Suit, one piece (natural) 
National Nomex Race Su 

Proban Race Suit, two 
Proban Race Suit, one pic 
Nomex Long John Pants (small and medium) 
Nomex Long John Pants (large and X large) 
Nomex Polo Neck Vest (small and medium) 
Nomex Polo Neck Vest (large and X large) 

9 
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Wallace Arnold Sales & Service Ltd. 
123 Hunslet Road, Leeds LS10 1LD.Telepho' 
General Motors Main Dealers. 


Please givo waist, chest, inside leg and height for all suits. 
Suits available in’ colours and mi 
available. 
Griffin open face helmets from 
Trackstar integral helmets from 
HA. integral helmet 
Griffin FF2 integral 
Safety breaker 
Britax trailer board 
Itex ear defenders 

ley White Top Batteries 
Varley Groen Top Batteries 

foreratt Racing Plugs 


"NOW APPOINTED DISTRIBUTORS FOR 
Suppliers of Gloves, Jackets, F.P.T. RACEWEAR, CATALOGUES AVAILABLE 


Racing and Rallying gear All prices include V.A. 


g 
an rece ede YA, 
hagas Ee 62 JACOBS WELLS ROAD, 


LEYTONSTONE, LONDON, E11. BRISTOL 8 
Tel.: 01-556 7700 Tel: 0272 23946 
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Purely personal 


car has been a destroyer-grey Renault 6 which 
hhas covered 26,000 miles ferrying children ¢o 
school and mother to work (you don't think 
Team enough to support that lot do you?) 
To start with, I was a trifle put out by its 
‘austere lines and a suspension that displaced 
the horizon by forty degrees at every round- 
about; but after a trip down to the opening of 
the National Motor Museum at Beaulieu with 
wife, smallese ichild and Richard Hudson- 
Evans, I found for the first time that it was 
actualiy a delight to drive. In view of what 
T said in the. previous paragraph, 1 won't 
disclose what it cruised at on the motorway, 
but the 1100 cc engine made it decidedly nippy 
and once you had got used to the French- 
farmer gearchange protruding from the dash- 
board, most other cars could be disposed of 
quite easily; those which were more powerful 
usually backed off when they saw the Six start 
to heel over into a corer, while anything 
with much less than 1800 cc could be seen 
Off in a straight line. The seats were very com~ 
fortable and many a time T took advantage of 
their fully reclining facility to examine the 
le of my eyeballs while the wife drove 
back from one of the points of the compass. 
‘All in all, it was a very practical little car 
with a carrying capacity for people and goods 
that surprised even me when we started 
moving things down to our mew country 
residence. It never baulked at anything though 
T'must confess having to borrow a VW caravan 
to manage the double bed. The only faults 
that it ever developed were with the throttle 
and the choke cables but adjustments to 
the routing of these items resolved both prob 
Jems. The tyres lasted remarkably well for a 
front wheel drive car and when the original 
Michelins showed signs of getting near the 
Tegal limit after some 18,000" miles of 
earholing, they were replaced with Dunlop SP 
Sports which Improved the angle of attack at 
roundabouts quite considerably. To bw serious, 
the Dunlops proved to be much better in the 
muddy country lanes and were an excellent 
compromise between a Weathermaster or MS 
tyre and a plain road tyre. Apart from the 
tyres, about the only accessories the car 
sported were a Motorola radio and a KL 
Jeenay baby year both of which proved 
invaluable, The baby seat in particular was a 
god-send and, though 1 am among the most 
Tazy of seat belt wearers, our youngest was 
never transported without being strapped into 
her seat. Consequently, there was never any 
need to worry about what junior could get up 
to while you were driving and on those 
‘occasions where the family transport had to 
rely on its dise brakes to stay alive, baby at 
Teast was not thrown to the floor. ‘My wife 
once jokvd that if the crash was big enough, 
‘she might not escape but baby Franca would 
"The slab-sided destroyer is no fonger with 
us but she has gone to a good home. To 
replace her, what could we have chosen but 
another Renault and with the price of peerol 
the way it is, i had to be a 5. Part of the 
decision was ‘made after we had listened to 
Henry Liddon's remarkable story of how he 
and his wife Joyce had gone off in their 5 
TL and completed a recce of the entire route 
of the Acropolis Rally with i. Henry got the 
job of making the road book for the Greek 
‘Automobile Club and as it was offered at a 
flat rate of pay, he decided to take his own 
car rather than’ fly down and hire one. The 
very fact that it completed the trip over some 
of the more interesting of the Greek back 
roads with che only replacements being a wheel 
bearing and scme brake pads was a fair testi 
mony to the quality of the car. Accordingly, 
as I retired on the RAC Rally at the Wyn: 
nstay Arms in Machynlleth, one of the first 
people tha: I saw there was Brian Gillibrand 
‘and there and then we set up ithe deal for the 
new Davenport 5 TL. Two weeks later, I 
travelled by British Rail from Swindon to 
Hinckley and after lunch with Brian, swapped 
@ couple of bits of paper for a delightful 
yellow and black vehicle which is now the 
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Davenport transported four burly Fins in his Volvo. ‘Mighty Mouse," Per Inge Walfridsson also 


has @ use for these Swedisn tanks 


pride and joy of the family. Roger Clark rang 
me up a few days tater—I chought he wanted 
K back, but he just wanted to make sure 
that ie was behaving itself, 

Mos of the ‘recce cars’ that we drive from 
time to time, 1 manage to ¢ell you about in 
Rally Record, 1 was reminded of one of the 
iacest when one of the cars that passed me 
during my seventy mile an hour run on the 
motorway turned out to an English registered 
Plymouth Duster. Even more recently than 
the USA trip, I had to hire a car ¢0 transport 
myself and various Ford drivers around before 
the RAC Rally, We had co go with Timo 
Makinen and Hannu Mikkcla to first of all 
a forum in Bath, where they actually had to 
turn people away, and then co a similar 
function run by the Midland Scandinavians 
where the overcrowding was almost as bad. 
T asked the hire car firm for a big Ford but 
when I piled into Heathrow at six-thirty in 
the morning, the Granada turned out to be a 
Volvo. I wasn upset by any means and indeed 
I was very impressed with the fact that the 
Hertz desk was not only manned at such an 
ungodly hour, but it was efficiently manned 
and they did have a car of the correct carry 
ing capacity ready for me. 

The Volvo in question was the single car 
burector version of the 144 and without being 
unfair on it, was a bit slow. Passing other 
traffic needed @ computor to be sure that you 
hadn't miscalculated, but of course the car 
was very economical and wih the tank full, 
1 drove to Boreham in Essex across London 
‘and then back across London and down the 
M4 to Bristol before i needed any more 
petrol. It goes wkhout saying that on a 
Swedish car the seats and controls are without 
fault and I found it a tireless car to drive, 
unlike seme of the machinery that we had 
been pedalling around in the States. It swal- 
lowed four burly Finns and their baggage and 

left room for their chauffeur and his 
toothbrush and in it, we covered many miles 
before the rally and quite a few during i in 
order to go and spectate after we had retired 
The only time it let me down—and this was 
none of ks fault—was when it got parked 
in the Viking Hotel car park in York the 
morning of the RAC prizegiving. The kind 
gent who had parked it for me drove off home 
in his own car with the Volvo Keys in his 
pocket, leaving me stranded. 

Fortunately there were plenty of helpful 
people still around and Mike Greasely of Dat. 
sun GB stepped in and offered me @ 240 
salcon which had to go back to London for 
the next day. Gratefully I threw all my 
Tuggage into it and headed south. It proved 


‘as seen on this year's RAC, 


to be an ideal machine for such a journey with 
plenty of speed and reserves of power for 
overtaking. It had been fitted with Kleber 
Wwineer tyres for Mike to follow ithe RAC 
Rally but once behind the wheel there was 
little co show for they gripped the tarmac as 
well as they are reputed to grip on the loose. 
I returned the Datsun the next day wich feol- 
ings of regret as in many ways it was an ideal 

pad car. Before leaving the subject of tyres, 
another Kleber product, the fibreglass Cablon 
radial VIO GTS, have been keeping the rims 
of my BMW from touching the road for over 
@ year now. In all sorts of weather from snow 
fon the autobahn to pouring rain in the Massif 
Central, they have proved an excellent tyre. 
‘On those continental roads where there is no 
speed limit, they have proved capable of 
withstanding speeds in excess of 120 mph for 
very long distances even in hot weather, while 
they have dealt equally well with the bad 
weather conditions. I was particularly impres- 
sed with their resistance to aquaplaning which 
can be @ real problem when you use a big 
wide tyre on a heavy car. Their rate of wear 
bas also been a revelation considering that 
the car has alldndependant suspension which 
wore out my last set af tyres at twice the 
speed. 

‘With the immense increases in petrol prices 
that have occurred in all European countries, 
such gallivanting around from rally to rally 4s 
going to be done in a smaller car in future 
because at the same time, airline fares have 
skyrocketed as well. In the summer, I drove 
Hannu Mikkola’s contract Capri 3100 over £0 
Finland, using various boats in between to 
get over the wet bits. That really was a lovely 
car to drive for AVO had really put a lot of 
werk Imo it to make the standard car one 
of the best Fords 1 had ever driven. Bill 
Meade told me that they had tested the stan- 
dard suspension at places like Bagshot and 
I must say I didn’t believe him until we 
started recceing in chat car and found that 
it could take rally punishment as well as give 
you @ good ride on ordinary roads. The gear- 
box was particularly nice with well spaced 
ratios and precise selection. The engine was 
‘2 dream; you could either drive everywhere in 
top or use the gears to get a super turbine 
noise and lots of quick movement. We did 
something like 6000 miles in that car and the 
only trouble we had was that the rear window 
demister packed up. kk is sad that with 
the stark realities of economy staring us in 
the face, not many people will consider buy- 
ing one which is a shame for st is a very nice 
car and 4s quite efficient in its use of petral 
provided the urge to act cowboy does nat over- 
‘come you too often. 


a 


Canit just be coincidence that 
they both used Pirelli Cinturatos? 


Lancia. Winners of the 1974 World Rally Championship. 


a 3 is = Wee 


Kes987 To 


And if you think it's just been a 
ear, have a word with Raphael 


Sports extra , 


Brown's return — Wardle/Woodbridge champions — drag 


edited by Bob Constanduros 


Laurie Brown gave @ consistent performance for first place. 


TRIAL 


BTRDA championship trial to Brown 


It was appropriate that the BTRDA should 
Invite the Sutton Coldfield & North Birming: 
ham Automobile Club to organise their Cham: 
plonship Trial for them, the Club's members 
Benerally providing the bulk of entrants for 
teials held north of the Thames. Under the 
able guidance of Ron Kemp a site at Guiting 
Power, near Stow-on-the-Wold, was selected, 
& site which has been disused for several 
years and was thus new to many of the 50 
invited drivers. 

The dozen sections embraced most of the 
variations of open grass bank and wooded 
slopes available, Grip was in plentiful supply 
despite a dampness in the surface which 
seemed to be bottomless and many sections 
Felied upon deft positioning of markers to 
sort out the drivers with real car conerol, 
Some pretty driving was expected and it was 
disappointing that Lol Hurt again declined the 
invitation to appear and that the sudden 
Onset of illness denied Gordon Jackson the 
opportunity of displaying his talents. These 
two drivers apart the entry contained the 
cream of sporting trials drivers with the lead. 
ing 25 disputing the Gold Star award and 
the balance chasing Silver Star honours. 

One round was projected prior to lunch and 
it came as a pleasant surprise to most of the 
competitors to find plenty of hills climbable 
with only themselves to blame for “marker 
tapping.” Not all was sweetness and. light 
however, the much fancied Jack Pearce 
dropped 'a careless ten which was to prove to 
be an expensive error as the pattern of the 
trial unfolded. With the first round scores 
posted it was a surprise to find no less than 
five drivers with only four penalties, and only 
one of these (Tony Harrison), Kincraft 
mounted. Three of the remaining four, Bill 
Evans (Beva), John Fack (impunity 1) and 

ularly make up the 
first quarter of this year's field, but Laurie 
Brown (Aberties) had not sat in his car since 
October! What can we expect when he's in 
form 

The organising officials had not been idle 
during the time that the contestants had been 
explaining the finer points of the sport to the 
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BBC TV team between mouthfuls of Cater: 
sports culinacy delights. The revised layouts 
Of the hills were to prove far more testing 
and it was with some foreboding that the 
drivers made thelr way to thelr respective 
ting points. With the pressure really 
for the lead each inch of ground was foug? 
for grimly and the nearest hint of lost adhe 
sion of the infamous sideslip sent the heart 
rate to near panic level. John Pack lost all 
hope of maintaining his challenge when he 
incurred a total of 24 penalties on three suc 
cessive hills, Colin Taylor too incurred high 
scores on two of the sections and Tony 
Harrison failed to make the turn out of the 
ruts on the third section and sustained a nine. 
With only two between Evans and Brown at 
the close of the second round the Champion. 
ship was living up to expectations. Despite 
his traumas Harrison still held third place by 
@ single point from the hard charging Reg 


Allen who turned in the lowest score of the 
aiternoon so far, 14. Taylor was beginning 
to feel the pressure of Ivor Portlock (Dryad) 
bearing upon him in his fifth place, whilst a 
grimly determined Jack Pearce was inching 
his way through the field after his dis 
appointing opening round. 

Only six of the hills were used upon the 
final tour, adjusted to Increase their difficulty 
but without in any way laying the course 
designers open to charges of creating danger- 
ous conditions. The event was reduced to a 
two horse race on the opening section when 
Harrison completely “blew it" and dis 
appeared off the course with the loss of nine 
penalties. Even more seriously for him was 
the snapping of the offside fiddle following 
high speed comact with a bystanding tree 
Fortunately this was found to be repairable 
and the chastened Kincraft driver was able 


Try as he might Evans was unable to make 
good the difference of two points which 
Separated him from Laurie Brown who was 
driving a faultless round, With only three 
hills teft to run Evans’ chances slipped farther 
behind as he slid into a wayward six marker 
fon a section which was well within his abili- 
ties. Brown's failure to climb the final section 
was thus of little moment although Evans 
joined Pearce, Dayson and Taylor in cleaning 
the hil 


Another consistently controtied performance 
netted third place for Reg Allen who led 
home the Kincraft contingent, whilst the luck 
less Harrison slipped to sixth position behind 
the relentless Pearce. Neither Portlock nor 
Dennis Allen made quite the impression ex. 
pected, although this might well be ascribed 
to an unfavourable draw which brought them 
to some difficult sections before the onslaught 

‘numerous mound destroying wheels had 
levelled the lumps. 

The Silver Star section of the Champion: 
ship was dominated by Kentish drivers with 
victory going in the direction of Chris High: 
wood by & modest 7 points from his season- 
tong rival, Colin Walker. 


Sports extra 


Co-drivers battle in Imp 


Sporting Owner Drivers Club found a new 
sito in a disused chalk quarry north of Duns- 
table last Sunday for their co-promoted pro- 
duction car trial with Cambridge CC, MCC 
and Star Auto. Thirteen sections’ were 
arranged for an entry of 31 and the overall 
winner Was Tim Millington in a 998 Imp who 
dropped 49 marks to beat bis co-driver John 
Parsons by a single mark. 

Running the event to their own regs where 
anything went, the first class winner ws 
Frank Martin kn his Mini Traveller fleced wich 
fan 1100 cc engine and 12in Imp wheels. 
From a class of 12 he led by five marks at 
the break but in the end, with a score of 92 
marks, he Unched home ‘by the skin of his 
teeth from John Poynter (Mini GT), who 
totalled 93 ‘marks, Danny Waters brought 
his Mini 1100 into third on 96 marks. 

"The supercharged Ford Popular of John 
Groves had a fine dice with Sue Halkyard's 
‘Austin Seven all day. Both, at one time or 
‘another, plonked their cars on their sides, 
without’ damage and were level on 33 marks 
at the inter 

‘The battle raged flercely for the rest of the 
event and Groves came out on top with 65 
marks lost to the 67 total of the Austin 


RALLY 


Parrey takes another 
Already winners earlier this year of the 
Curtins Rlennett Rally, major event in. the 
SMA calendar, Peter Parrey and Tony Bald 
win lived up t0 heir reputation last” Satur. 
Gay night when they collected the Aucumn 
Rally mun by the South London Centre. In 
their Mexico they dropped 9 mon the 180 
Maile route which included one selective on 
Bogner Common. 

The winners, from the North West London 
Contre, were dead level with Ken and Hazel 
flayday “escort GT) atthe. petrol halt 
both crows having dropped swo minutes 
Thereafter they stormed off into the darkness 
and finally won by five minutes. The Hay- 
days, from ‘the Bexley Light CC, headed 
fellow club members Jack Barnard and Paul 
Besson (Escort TC), by three minutes and 
then there was a 10'm gap before T. Reeves/ 
J. Perkins (Cooper S), on 27 m for fourth 
Spot. Graham  Sisson/Steve Turner (Cortina) 
were fifth on 28 m and, sixth were Dave 
Patten/Peter Denney (Mexico) on 29 m, 


“4 


Seven, Ray Loe (1500 Anglia), was third on 
70 marks. Nick Hardey (Spitfire) was all alone 
in the sports car class and the battle for 
overall victory grew intense in the second 
half where Parsons, after being three down 
cn Millington, got £0 within an ace of victory 
a the close. Cliff Morrell (imp) and Dennis 
Greensiade (VW), were the placemen on 54 
and 63 marks respectively. Geoff Jackson's 
Dellow had the day's lowest score—27 marks 
—but there was only one other special 


RALLY 
Win gives Wardle title 


Phit Wardle and Alan Woodbridge are the 
Londen Counties Rally Champions for 1974. 
‘They clinched the tide last Saturday night 
when they won the Europat Autumn Rally 
run by the Mid-Thames MC over many of 
the well known Cotswolds roads, In an excit- 
ing finish, decided on the times taken on 
the second selective—the first was cancelled 
when cows began to wander—they defeated 
Bob Norman and Doug Smith by five seconds. 
The Escort TC of the winners finished on 
38m 7 3 to collect the Competition Car 
Trophy while Norman/Smith (Avenger GT), 
took the Spring Trophy. 

‘The 200 mile route was divided into thirds 
‘and at the first petrol halt the lead was shared 
by Derek Skinner/Pecer Rushforth in their 
famous MGB and Norman/Smith. Following 
his usual practice, Wardle had played a wait: 
ing game but he steamed up into contention 
soon after the restart from petrol. The un- 
Goubted star, however, was Norman for this 
was only his third rally while Smith was last 
year’s LCA top navigator. Third place, and 
Collecting the Thames Trophy, was narrowly 
taken by Jon Lipton and David Booth in 
their Porsche 911, They finished exaoily three 
minutes down on the runners-up with 41 m. 
12's and they pipped Chris Drake and Dave 
‘West (Avenger GT), by two seconds 

‘Alter thelr early leadership had been 
taken from them the MGB of Skinner/Rush- 
forth finished fifth and only eight seconds 
up cn Kelh Bushbey/Murray McDonald in 
thelr Escort TC. 

Bushbey/McDenald did’ particularly well 
for they were competing as semi-experts. and 
they left the Class A winners Roland Shep- 
herd/Mike Wise (RS 2000) nearly two minute 
behind, Best of the novices were Dave Bull- 
man/Peter Gilham in their Mini who dropped 
56 m to beat Brian Postle/Paul Evans (Esco), 
by @ mere 25 5, 


Jackson takes 


Denied the use of their established site, che 
London Car Chub tisd clearly spent some time 
scouring the Cotswohds before seitfing upon 
a venue new to the “ National " class cars at 
Bisley, near Stroud, on December 1. Set in 
a wide, natural bowl, the organisers had 
Blenty of ctxtice in laying out the 10 sections 
finally settled upon. The fills were evenly 
spit between open gmass climbs and busy 
sections through lose standing trees. 

Paricuiarty “drawing the attention of the 
usual ‘competitors was the new impunity of 
Julian Fack. The long awaited car was in no 
way a disappointment, displaying a number of 
innovations, the most’ notable of which being 
the decision of the builder/driver 40 opt for 
left-hand drive, The neat installation of the 
Llitre Imp engine and the low tines of the 
car would pave put many a “racer” to 
shame, although the ground clearance has 
not been sacrificed. Although destined to last 
only two of the three rounds before a broken 
Pannard rod mounting intervened, Fack had 
the sutisfaction of holding fifth place at the 
time. 

Rebin Jager too had a surprise under the 
bonnet of the familiar Nymeh, a Teiumph 
Toledo engined having been shoe homed in 
since Jast he ventured out. Although tacking 
something at the top end of the range the 

demonstrated considerable 


destiny of the trophy was already clear 
anyone casting an eye ‘over the score sheet 


yet another 


Way out in front with whe toss of only 26 
points was Gordon Jackson in his Mexico 
engined Ibex, The Kincraft challenge upon 
this occasion was headed by Reg Ailen (45 
Jom) ‘woth Jack Pearce (46) and Tony Hacrison 
(60), wiro shared fourth place with " maestro” 
Lol ‘Huse. 

"An incredible second round with the loss 
of only eagat points made victory for Jackson 
fan almost foregone conclusion, whatever the 
final round brought, Reg Alien improved his 
claim to ‘second place with a fine round 
for the toss of orily 26 marks, Pearce retained 
Ghird spot but Harrison sipped to fifth place 
bebind Hurt. A little Light reilel was provided 
by Ivor Portlock who, in trying to squeeze 
the fast rev from the Dryad’s BMC engine, 
pushed his rigt boot through Ge floor! 
Despite the use of iis beit to hold the panel 
im place, he managed to retain his trousers 
to Ime end; ko everyone's cultel! 

Jackson allowed fimsed the luxury of a 
score of 26 on the final tour, while betfind 
him. the Kincratt ‘Go and Hurt fought out 
the lesser placings. Harrison, like many others 
on the trial, found humelf with a seversy 
overheating car. To add to his troubles, the 
banery went flat and he was forced to roll 
start after each stop. Another hatful of 
Semperit/BTRDA points to Jackson shen, and 
the RAC Championship resolved in favour of 


“pat. t. Hon Xia BMC” Special), 
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Sports extra 


DRAG 


Not exactly the greatest 


The last drag race of the season under the 
Prestigious tlle of the WinterNationals can 
hardly be described as one of the year's best 
meetings as might befly such a name, but it 
did have (ts moments, even if few und far 
between 


The entry was limited to winners and 
runners-up over” te year, which meant 
about 80 cars and bikes instead of the 
lugual 150 plus. The idea of this was to ensure 
that a meesing could be run in the shortened 
daylight available, which on paper seemed 
like @ good ides, but in fact ie meant that 
hardly any class had more chan three entries, 
and the meeting was interrupted by bong gaps 
with nothing happening at all whilst either 
cars were being readied for the next round, 
Or the meeting was being stretched out. t0 
‘Ail the day. With many entries invited already 
in the ‘throes of rebuilding for next year or 
just piain unable to make i through breakage, 
the field was further depleted by the usual 
percentage of resirements following Saturday's 
Facing, the end result being a confusing mi 

ture of cars in. various handicapped elimin 
tions. Only a handful of people seemed to 
know what was going on at all, and taken 
‘with the fact that the track was ke an éce: 
Fink ‘throughout most of the weekend, the 
event could not really be considered in the 
usual terms as a drag race meeting. 

On Saturday, the weather was bitterly 
cold and damp, and there cannor have been 
more than a couple of hundred spectators to 
watch some runs which took place date in the 
afternoon and into the evening. Dave Lee 
Travis fooled around (after having made a 
couple of runs in "Tender Trap” against 
Dave Wolfman’s Lotus with a ¢wo second 
handicap, winning one and losing one) racing 
his monkey bike against a refugee from the 
‘commentary box who appeared dressed in & 
‘monkey suit to race against him on race direc- 
tor Syd MeDonaid’s Honda 50. Money was 
seen to pass hands on the start line before the 
epic battle, but the noble DLT set. tight 
to the bribe pressed into tis hands by Mike 
Upstart, and after much lane crossing and 
changing of direotion, the ape won wails down 


In more serSous vein, Gary Goggin made 
fone good run at 10.53 in this Pro-Stock 
Camaro considering the conditions, but shut 
off on the burn-our second run with smoke 
Pouring from the car. What was first thought 
to be a clutch failure turned out to be 
engine trouble and although nothing had 
come out of the block, a cylinder filled with 
oll spelt the end of the °74 season for the 
Jone campaigner following his year-long 
rearguard action against the “Heavy” 
brigade. 

There followed several spectacular burn- 
outs by che bigger fuel burning cars én the 
dark, but no more nuns rook place. 

On Sunday it was a litte warmer, but the 
tack was stilt damp right in the asphalt, and 
rip was once again almost non-existent, An 
attempt was made to improve on this by 
pouring some 20 gallons of methanol 
down on to the track and setting light to it, 
and it did warm the start area to the extent 
that some of the dampness was drawn out of 
the ground and grip improved—particularly in 
the pit side lane. 

Easily the most impressive run of the day 
came from Owen Hayward in the Houndog 
funny car. He made the customary two burn. 
Outs with the big Ed Pink powered car, and 
from half way up the strip it tooked as if he 
was trying a third, but & was in fact his timed 
fun, and the big car charged towards the 
finish with smoke boiling off the tyres 
Instead of fisttailing wildly as might have 
been expected, the car went in a long slide 
from one lock to the other, the tail hung well 
out each time, But the engine kept pulling 
all the time as Owen kept hard on it in & 
brilliant display of driving. The et of 63 5 
was a5 good as could be expected, but the 
202 mph top end was a really tremendous 
‘achievement. 

Shortly before, Dennis Priddie hed un. 
feashed “his STP Avenger, which had the 
Donovan motor from the Revell rail in it, to 
& storming 82 s at 186 mph, and had an 
‘anxious moment in the braking area whea 
the parachute got tangled and Mapped use 
lessly behind the bucking car ag Priddle 


braked as hard as he dared with the wheels 
bouncing off the track every few yards, But he 
was all right and managed to bring the car to 
2 stop before going off the end. 

Dennis and Owen were stated to run each 
other for the funny car title, but in fact never 
id as darkness came too soon, whilst Alan 
Herridge in Stardust was in with Pete Crane 
and Mike Hutcherson in Top Fuel. He had 
originally entered in “Firefly,” oun for the 
first time in many meetings, but after hav- 
ing @ “moment” that was alarming even for 
Guat infamous car, found that the bearings 
were beginning to look suspect so substituted 
the funny car. He had come off the line well, 
but et about the 100 yard mark the car 
got out of shape and headed for the barrier, 
‘and only tis long practice at handling the 
monster got him out of ¢he situation, 

Pete Crane had lost one qualifying race 
against Mike Hutcherson when his blower 
belt broke on the burn-out, leaving Hutcher- 
son with an 82s in the Houndog rail, but 
avenged this defeat tater by storming ‘to 
207 mph run in 7.4 5, @ run that knocked 
hole in the sump as the car hit the breaking 
area. Hutcherson tad felt bis oar breaking 
Jose in the midrange and shut off rather than 
Fisk crosving lanes, 

‘This left Allan Herridge with bye run in 
the funny, whiich turned out to be the 
quickest run of the day at 7.26 $/198 mph 
‘as the big car somehow managed to find grip 
as it snaked and slithered up the strip, 

The final run-off was to follow the 
appearance of Priddle and Hayward on the 
start fine, who although they couldn't 
‘actually race in the dark, put on a tremendous 
show with repeated burn-oute, finally swap- 
Ping taney and coming back to the start to 
& standing ovation. 

With the crowd, which on Sunday had 
reached Impressive levels, yelling for more, 
Hervidge's funny was towed down to th 
start and readied, and some time later the 
bark of Crane's fuetler was heard, a new sump 
having been fitted for this final appearance. 

More burnouts, including a flame-out 
from Crane followed, and the year closed on 
the thunder of the vwo huge Ed Pink motors 
‘as the two cars did a final burn-out, Crane's 
taking him over the finish tine as he cut the 
motor. There were no winners here, but i 
was what the crowd wanted, and proper night's 
racing must be a winner when better iighting 
is available, 
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New BTRDA production car trial champion Bill Moffatt received hls many trophies at the 
frial_in Gloucestershire last_weekend. The Ginetta GIS is his winning car 


TRIAL 
Newcomer victorious 


Newcomer John Taylor, ‘never before seen 
driving a Jeep, double entered by invitation 
last Sunday’s All Wheel Drive Club trial at 
Radletz and beat a field of 31 other competi- 
tors, Taylor, from Windsor, did the tough 
seven section event in the Jeep of Pat Willis 
land finished with 17 pts. He was tied by 
Colin Cowley Weep) but on the tie decider 
test, which was timed, Cowley put up a 
maximum and Taylor was home and dry. 
The very wet conditions underfoot at the 
Park Strest pits suited the Jeeps and from 
11 entries they had four in the first six. The 
Land-Rovers were right out of touch and the 
best they could manage was 10th. Third 
‘overall after standing on its nose and rolling, 
was the Haflinger of the Hughes brothers, 
Ray and Peter. Ray dropped 21 pts to finish 
one up on Dave Lee's Jeep while Peter was 
sixth behind Peter Richardson (Jeep), both 
on 25 pts. 
@ The BTRDA once again held their 
hhilarious dinner dance, following their 
championship trial last Weekend near Strat- 
fordon-Avon. The major crisis was the Jack 
of bread to chuck around, but otherwise 
the evening wem well with speeches and 
Presemations being made through a loud 
hailer, giving the impression of New York 
crowd control, which was utterly lacking! 
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DAMAGED PORSCHE CARRERA 
ad et, SEAT 


a ose 
‘Autotarm Porscne Centre, 
65 High Street, Iver, Bucks. 
Iver (0753) 652170 


ROBIN HAMILTON 


“Aston Martin Specialists 
Offer from stock : 


1968 DBE auto and PAS. Silver groy with 
navy blue trim. Lovely condition through- 
Out With new chrome wire wheels, tyres, 
ete. 
1965 DBS. Standard engine with 5-speed 
ZF gearbox. White with black trim. 
Excellent oxamplo. 
1964 DBS. Standard ongine with 5-speed 
yearbox. British racing green with 
trotching trim, Nesce reepry ond there: 
fore attractively priced. 
1963 DBA Vantage. British racing green 
with champagne trim. Completely original 
‘and in excellent condition 


For full details on any of. the above 
please phone. 
SERVICING @ SPARES @ REBUILD- 
ING @ RACE PREPARATION, etc. 
Tel: BURTON-ON-TRENT (0283) 
812744, 


Hendon Way Motors Ltd 
393-5 Hendon Way NW4 


Sales and Service 
Tel: 01-202 8011 
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ON THE BORDERS OF 


SGT pycks AND BERKS 


GINETTA 


LOTUS SCIMITAR 


OPEN Sonos Scan JEM 


GERRY MARSHALL 


Hus WEES SELECTION 
AAD PORSCHE 5 TARGA. An inmecvate 


1972 MERCEDES BENZ 300 SEL 


Immaculately finished in metallic 
blue with plush blue trim. 

This vehicle has covered only 
32,000 miles and will please the 
most discerning buyer. 
£4,700 


Broadspeed— 
Southam (STD 092-681) 3191 
Contact : Mr Alwin Maudie; 


LEN STREET 


OF CHELSEA 
Earliest possible delivery of new Lotus| 
cars. 
Demonstration cars available by 
appointment 
USED LOTUS 


Every conceive 


Wes o1a7e a8 


THOMAS MOTORS LTD 
BLACKPOOL 
Tel : (0253) 63337 


‘mii. Wo comput. Recent angie eyernaul £1280 


297 CAPRI SLITRE E. 5¥4d wort road whee 
Radio and ai! vevad entrse ms 


2979 MINI CLUBMAN 12035, Reining seat 


A972 TRIUMPH 2000 Mk, Ratio, Overdrn 


IWR FORD POWER 


BIUE ~ FIASH 
ENGINES 


STANDARD RECONDITIONED 
Full Ford Passenger Range— 
All Types Inc. V's 
From £60 Exchange 
PERFORMANCE 
RECONDITIONED 
Cross Flow and Pre Cross 
Flow — Up to 122 bhp— 
From £120 Exchat 
LOTUS TWIN-CAM 
RECONDITIONED 
Mk II Only, Up to 140 bhp— 
From £225 Exchange 
All IWR engines are bench 
tested and fully guaranteed 
101A Performance Came 


Write or Telephone for Full Details 


Bren sw fan Walker Service Ltd, 
236 Woodhouse RaLondor N12: 


Tel: 01-368 6281/4 
‘Shop open: Monday-Friday 8.00-6.00 Saturday 9.00-1,00 
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GOUDSEAL 


‘JENSER 
wSitoeD HEED 


New Cross Road, London SE15 
(Next to New Cross Gate Tube) 


SERVICE DEPARTMENT 


pe a aoe oS ., WINTER 
Saheiita Stpare Nees pho Sonsanaeae SAFETY CHECK 


details 
NEW CARS AND EXPORT SALES 
3204 


> LOTUS +25 130/5 We will give you @ report 


‘on your Sci 
covering tyres, 
lighting, brakes, 


“BUR Tera, rammed in, mente _ ‘available for 


reliant, Lotus and BLMC 
including specialist fibro~ 
‘and general crash 


- Agents for: 
ote GODFREY DAVIS 
‘ou aad CAR AND 
Seas" SS ~ a TRUCK RENTAL. 
<i Telephone nos: 
01-732 8846-7. 


30 pm Mor 
‘9'am-noon Saturday 


DON'T BE OFF THE ROAD WITH AN 


AMERICAN CAR 
GET YOUR SPARES & TYRES FROM 


aa pe J) D.B.MOTORS 


01-639 3204/5/6 oc Tat: 0583 £94983 Of Leicester 


Aine atermance sonrm ang Sbresian front fenders and rar mailers of ai 
Sel et RAT Ataris tar Yor Sie 
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SURPLUS SALE 


VI2 BRM engine, complete with met 


SCOTT F2/FA CAR 


AS ROLLING CHASSIS OR COMPLETE 


wae e 
HEWLAND BG” 306." Gre hiliciimb since rebuild’ by Racing Gearbox Ce 


Se eee ee FVA 1600 ce. fully rebuilt, £1000. BDA 1850 Smith injected F2 
‘engine, £1000. Holbay steel twin cam. Nova steel twin cam. 
FVA Short motor twin cam. Short motor, twin cam st 
crank and rod. FVA and FVC cranks. 8DA Atlantic head snd 
block. BDG head. Lucas fuel injection kit complete. Fil. Many 
FVA. FVC, BDA and twin cam spares. Too many to list. 


inch 
EDA‘ electronic ignition unit a“ 


JOHN McCARTNEY THE WOODLANDS. CHORLEY OLD ROAD, HORWICH. 
‘BOLTON’ 


Please telephone : 


‘Tel : Office : Bolton 23712. Home : Horwich 67600 Daytime (STD 026-02) 5352. Evenings (STD 0625) 74022 
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ECURIE SANTOS RACING 


March Sports Car, Ex Jody Sheckter. 
‘otufied updated 74 suzpension Gal ne) Roling chassis 


1974 TRIUMPH SPITFIRE Le Mans FH Coupe. Works car. 
Original BRG/orange. Red ADU 8B. Chassis FC 23647. As 
Competed for the works by Bob, Flotemaker/Taylor in such 
classics as the Monte Ca ly, Le Mans etc. Rebuilt to 
complete Le Mans spec with 8 port head and 42 DCOEs. 
All synchro box, special alloy body with 


FG availabl £3000 fibregiass top. Raced this year in classic meetings by Reg 
NO ey Dips paca Pe RM a Thurley. Possibly the only one left in the world. Investment 
708 pes Complete with twin cam £1600 £1200 
B77 Forma Ford: Alea ease 

a4 iloy. Boo 
See ‘ete: Very attractive. Ideal F1300 etc 
ake MINI 1299 Saloon, Light blue, Ex Bran Preston, Full race, Long- 
a ‘man engine with OCOEs, LSD. All synchro, C/R box. Mini- 
bef lites. Ultra lightweight body, etc. Immaculate condition. 
rH Extremely successful and rapid Hill Climb/Sprint Mini £700 
ef 1- pronimatny 183" Ope tT 24 Ag tet oat ,: bape Ce 
proximately > Cveat sheets. ovallable). ‘Unuse, 
, ynmachined 8 
Romoce oll Akers? lavas’ size 5 since modified ...... £1095 
Resin nels ap erracigld: eng, robd '6r'vachoi ‘oir tikion Wi parL-ohcharisie! 
‘One FVA extaus, 0 = 
ne Crogstlow exhaust fio Apply: 


ne Ci 
Tots F7ford ctiescls March, brand new 


P”MIO/ Mickaten eke uprights snd’ 3" sates, SPENCER ELTON 


Highfield, Leigh Road, Westbury, Wilts. 
4/5 THANE WORKS, THANE VILLAS, Tel : Westbury 2682 (home), 
LONDON, N7. 
Tel: 01-609 1668. Evenings WATFORD 30726, Westbury 2262/3 (business). 


CLUBMANS RACING CARS 


FORMULA ATLANTIC 
FORMULA ATLANTIC. nun, 397. Unra 


FORMULA 750 


ARCOS MHS, Encangey aang 


ke any 


HILLCLIMB CARS 


po fo Be oes 
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Ex Fl Team Equipment 
Now Surplus to Requirement 


1 6’ Operated Guillotine £336 


1 200 amp Foot Controlled 
Miller £700 


Argon Welding Machine 
(water cooled) 


1 Colchester Student Centre 
Lathe. OFFERS 


Contact 
Factory 
Manager 
Bicester 3993 


CHEAP SINGLE SEATER 
BRABHAM BT35 FVC 


This very tidy car consisting of Cosworth 1800 engine, FT200 
box, slicks and wets, nearly new trailer and some spares. 


Must Be Sold This Week 


No reasonable offer refused, part exchange considered, dalivery 
in be arranged. 


Tel: 0224 24170 


== DRAKE & FLETCHER LTD. 
Vauxhall Viva GT 
2300 Special Saloon 


Now fitted with, 200 BHP 
Gut” gearbox. LSD 


+ Autosport Market Place 53-56 


DERBY ROAD GARAGE 


KIRKBY IN ASHFIELD, NOTTS. 
PHONE MANSFIELD 753257 


A.v.0. PARTS IM STOCK PLUS ALEY CAGHS, SUMPGUARDS, c! RITAX, 
Satrs, “wrrencoms, ComroURs, MALOAS, SIKSTEINS, ATLAS ARLES, O16 
(08, BOOYSHELLS, 


PORSCHE 917-10 


Only 2 Races, Like New, 


Offers : 


H. HALDEMANN, 
SONNHALDE, 3176 NEUENEGG, 
SWITZERLAND 
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HEXAGON RACING 


TRANSPORTER 


Beautiful reg Ford D1210A Custom Cab. Radio, side awning, Ratcliffe tail lift, 2 car at least. 
Cabinets, lockers exterior, neon lights interior. 


£5250 + VAT 


Dimensions: Length 28ft 6in, height 11ft 9in, width 8ft. Untaden 6 tons, max laden 12 tons. 


OTHER EQUIPMENT FOR SALE! 


2 DFU engines both done approx 500 miles and in 
perfect order. £6200 each ono. 

1 DFU completely rebuilt. £6800 ono. 

6 aluminium fuel churns at £20 each. 

Quick lift jacks at £50 each ono. 

Caster camber gauges. £30. 

Duntop optical tracking gauges. £90. 

2 sets of magnetic pit signatling gear. £30 each. 
Various springs, etc. 


HEXAGON 
: 01-348 5151 Ask for Keith Greene or Paul Michaels 


WIN THE RAC HILLCLIMB CHAMPIONSHIP WITH 
THIS CAR” SAYS PETER VOIGT 


“It took me a long time to sell it, admittedly, but it went 
surprisingly well last season and s 


SUNBEAM RAPIER 
5.7 CHEVROLET 


telephone 
Brown 03) 


EX RED ROSE B21 


1972 Sports Car lap record at Zandvoort, 276 bhp 
FVC Alan Smith engine, FG400 gearbox and ratios, 
12 wheels, slicks and wets, spare nose cone. Lots 
of spares and double cabin transporter. £3500 ono. 


pension, 
Strengthened body, 
arches, two sets wh 
(BBS and Revolution) 

full cage, rewired 


many 
Will 
* exchange for road car. 
‘Tony Wadsworth. Tel : Burnham-on-Sea 3873, 4426 (Som) 
after 7 pm. 


Tel: Medway (0634) 454115 
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1974 LOTUS ELAN S.4 


as raced throughout this year's Blue Circle 
Championship by Peter King 


‘Telephone Peter King, 01-594 2051, or Brentwood 223313. 


FOR SALE 1974 COSWORTH DFV 


Hesketh Racing 3 LITRE 


BIRDCAGE MASERATI At present 440 miles use. Will be rebuilt 


3 Litre Chassis No 2470 


prior to sale completion. Sensible offers to 


Chewmagna (027589) 2414 anytime. 


MARCH 74A 


Ex Mike Wilds F5000. Completely rebuilt less engine. 
Car and spares £4,000. Also Ford transporter, holds 
2 or 3 cars. Fitted with tail lift. £6,000. 

Offers considered to all enquiries to 
Kevin Valder or John Pearce. 
Tel: Burnham 63120 after 6 pm. 


Offers to : Charles Lucas, 
Hill House, Ellington, Huntingdon, PE18 OAB 
Tel : Woolley 358 or Bourne 3266 


One of the most successful 
De Tomaso Panteras ever 
raced ! ! 


Suitable for International Group 3/Modsport 
Unbeatable this season. 


Lap record holder at Brands Hatch, Snetterton, 
Croft, Mallory Park, Silverstone, fRufforth, 
Ltandow, and Oulton Park. 


OFFERS INVITED 
TEL LEEDS (STD 0532) 456216 office hours 
or LEEDS 621534 evening 
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2nd overall Britax Championship this year. Probable 
winner next year (bye bye Camaros?). Complete 
with many spares. £3750. 


Also available. White turbo 2002. 7,000 miles. £3950. 
Mustow Green Garage, Kidderminster, Worcestershire. 
Telephone: Chaddesley Corbett (056283) 433. 
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BALANCING 


1000 cc. HOLBAY R70 


ee mee since, £100, overhaul and seedy for in 
Elgomans Su 


YOUR NORTHERN AND MIDLANDS 
HEWLAND AGENTS 


Brian Mitcham, Beyton (03697) 291 (Suffolk). 


EXPORT SERVICES Overseas orders welcomed and promptly 
executed. 
RACING GEARBOXES LTD. 


MANCHESTER STREET, DERBY. 
member of the Alan Smith Group, 


CARBURETTERS 


WEBERS 


CHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. 
3200/2 FINCHLEY ROAD, LONDON NW2 2HP. 


gs 


GEARBOXES 
V.W. DERRINGTON LT! 
FOR AU 


WEBER CARBURETTERS HEWLAND EH: 
sata GEARBOXES 


REBUNDS REPAIRS —NEW AND) S/H SPARES 
geral ape Stockists, for . 


= 


180-101 London Road: i 
Surrey ts 
SL eaeEanaEEEREEEEEEEEEEEEEEEeee 


DUPLICATING 


ENGINES 


SPECIAL OFFER OFFER 


BRING YOUR GEARBOX IN NOW FOR 
OUR USUAL ‘NO HURRY—WINTER 
REBUILD AT SPECIAL LABOUR RATES’ 
FOR SALE (all rebuilt) 


‘Good ‘condition 


RACES GEARBOX CENTRE 


wick Road, London 
‘ot: of-te8 0970/0201 (ny). 01898 6781 (night 
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BEAGLE TRAILERS 
® Mair ROAD GARAGE 


MEIR ROAD, STOKE-ON-TRENT 


FOR FURTHER DETAILS PLEASE RING 
“STOKE-ON-TRENT (SYD 782) 99335 


Racing and Competition Cars 48-53 
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PETER BLOORE RACING 
ite. 1962" "Series 


ROBIN HAMILTON ASTON MARTIN SPECIALISTS 


REQUIRE 


LED MECHANIC 


ARE YOU ONE OF THE BEST 
STORES MANAGERS IN BRITAIN? 


If you are, we are interested in you. We are 
a medium-sized company dealing primarily 
in performance cars so enthusiasm will 
be a definite plus. 

Apply Box No 4014. 


a eldan ENGINES 


oe maperoneager tooutidene 
% Dstiorto, Weber, SU spares 


Minimum basic salary 


‘exhaust coating that 


SAE tor fren tstot, SPEREX doce! 69. 


SPEREX SALES Metro House, 
‘Second Way, Wembley, Middx. 
Tel, 01 903 5255 


Spoilers + 
Wheel Arch Extensions 


Heavy duty front spoilers made in fibre glass 

to cover full width of car. Available for Eecort, 

Capri, Imp, BMW, 2002, Avenger. £9.25, 
pp 40p. 


“ Droop nose “’ front spoiler, lightweight, very 
strong. Available for Escort and Capri. £12.50, 
pp 50p. 

Trans-Am type boot lid with moulded-in 
spoiler. Available for Capri, Escort. £17, 
pp 80p. 

Escort, Anglia wheel arch extensions. Heavy 
duty, set 4. £11.50, pp 70p. 


All prices include VAT 
Trade and ‘export enquiries welcome 
KV AUTOSPARES 
Market Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent 
Tel : Tunbridge Wells 38121 


Q_ promnevnanetemennmesnsimnnie 


fun 


Sell your spares 
and accessories in 


AUTOSPORT Market Place 


Tel: 01-636 3600 


vc SN 
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RACE HIRE 


RACEWEAR 


FORMULA ONE 


CARNABY STREET 


ee 


ROLLING ROAD 


AUTOSPORT, DECEMBER 12, 1974 


ROLLOVER BARS 


Sroemisrs 


SITUATIONS WANTED 


SPARES AND ACCESSORIES 


STEERING WHEELS 


SPHERICAL BEARINGS 


TOWING CARS 


TRAILERS 


TRAILERS 


‘2ton to 3tons 


re rSTewich ais 


For all whee! problems contact: 
MOTOR WHEEL SERVICE AND REPAIR CO. 


71 Jeddo Road, Shepherds Bush 
London, Wiz 
Tel: 01-749 1391/2 


WORKSHOP SPACE 
PORKSMOR, SPACE AVAILABLE, for perme cars) 


For further details 
of advertisements on these 
pages 
ring 01-636 3600 
ext 49 


| Ss CHASSIS SUPPLIERS GUIDE 


MERLYN MAKERS OF BEAUTIFUL BODIES 
SPECIALISED MOULDINGS LTD. 
COLCHESTER RACING DEVELOPMENTS LTD 


MANUFACTURERS, DESIGNERS AND 
Little Bentley, STYLISTS IN GLASS REINFORCED PLASTIC 
Colchester, Essex 


Redwongs Way, 
Tel: Great Bentley 307/535 Huntingdon Treding Estate, 
Cables : Merirace Colchester La, 


juntingdonshire. 
Tel: Huntingdon 53537-8. 


ARCH MOTOR GRAND PRIX 
& MANUFACTURING CO. LTD. METALCRAFT LTD. 


ARTISTS IN ALUMINIUM 


We are the largest suppliers of aluminium parts to 


REDWONGS WAY TRADING ESTATE 


HUNTINGDON, HUNTS the racing car industry. We produce aerofoils for all 

formulae, dry sumps, oil tanks, fuel tanks, aluminium 
Tel.: 0480 4502/51116 racing bodies, monocoque chassis, water header 

tanks, fuel collector box, replica parts for vintage cars. 

‘Specialists in the construction of both monocoque and tubuler Any make of chassis repaired. Aluminium and 

racing car chassis in production quantities magnesium castings welded. Zinc cadmium plating. All 
types of welding and sheet metalwork 

Complete sheet metal work and welded fabrication service to 2/3 Thane Works, 

the motor and motor racing industries. Painting and stove 

‘enamolling. Chassis repair service. Thane Villas, London N7 


Tel: 01-609 0384 


THE ABOVE IS ONLY INTENDED AS A GUIDE AND IS NOT A FULL LIST 


Classified Advertisement Form 


161.60 per insertion 


Cheque/PO value enclosed. 


Classification heading | (make of car, etc.) 


| I 


For office use only 
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MOTOR RACING IS DANGEROUS 
GORDON SPICE 


LINEA SPORT FPT IGD SAFETY 
VISOR 


GRIFFIN HELMETS 
1 FIR TREE PLACE, 


CHURCH ROAD, 
ASHFORD, MIDDLESEX 


Tel: Ashford 54544 


FOLLOW 
THE 
LEADERS TO: 


JAYBRAND 
Race Wear 


HIGHBURY STREET, 
PETERBOROUGH 
Phone: 0733-68247 


The leading 
manufacturers 


of competition 
harnesses 


PUT SAFETY FIRST 


A Member of BSG International 


Road & Racing 
Accessories 
(Holborn) Ltd. 


JAYBRAND, NOMEX, 
WESTOVER BOOTS, LINEA, 
FTP, BELL HELMETS, 


GRIFFIN HELMETS 
AVAILABLE SHORTLY. 


10/12 Proctor Street, 
London WC1V 6NX 
Phone: 01-242 3080 


c 3] SAFETY DEVICES 
ROLL OVER BARS 


AWAY! 
LOOKING FoR 
A BETTER WAY 


Fitted to Ford AVO as original and 
equipment, British Leyland special 
tuning, ‘Chrysler competitions 
‘department 
Lotus Elite as Original Equipment 
88 Fulbourn Old Drift, 
Cambridge 


Tel: Cambridge 42268 


JOHN ALE 


F.LA.- TYPE ROLL-OVER 
BARS 


ALEYBARS 


LONDON ROAD, SAWSTON 


Telephone: 
Sawston (02203) 2575 


Every picture 
tells 


Emerson Fittipaldi,winner of this year's World 
Championship,like many successful Grand 
Prix drivers fits Champion Sparking Plugs. 


